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Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the First 

Third and Fifth Sunday.  

of each month, 

† Transfiguration Sunday † 

February 14, 2021 

 

As We Gather…Jesus took three disciples with Him: Peter, James, and John.  They went 

up on a mountain where they saw Jesus transfigured.  For the disciples, the veil that had 

been concealing Christ’s glory was removed, and they could see with their own eyes who 

He really was.  As Christians the Holy Spirit works through us revealing to others the true 

glory of Jesus Christ and the forgiveness He has won for us through His resurrection. 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

Ash Wednesday 6:45, 7:00, 7:15am Ashes ONLY 

6:30pm Ashes/Communion 
 

PSALM 100:5 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 
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Opening Hymn:    Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain         LSB # 435 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.               Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord:, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.               Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Gloria Patria (Sung)        LSB 186 
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Kyrie (Sung)  Mark 10:47              LSB 186 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)     Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day    2 Timothy 4:22        LSB # 189 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the 

faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 

wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His 

glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  2 Kings 2:1–12 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 

Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the 

LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets 

who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master 

from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and 

as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew 

near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also 

went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and 

rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go 

over on dry ground. 
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha 

said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 

see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still 

went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” 

And he saw him no more. 

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 3:12–18; 4:1–6 
12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites 

might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14But their minds were hardened. For to this day, 

when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains un-lifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15Yes, to 

this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now 

the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 

Lord who is the Spirit. 
1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, 

underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we 

would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only 

to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine 

out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     People: Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 9:2–9 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the Ninth Chapter. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (Sung) 

2And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one 

on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 
5And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7And a cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And 

suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 
9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the 

Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sung) 
 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the 

dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message: 

Hymn of the Day:    O Word of God Incarnate          LSB # 523 
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Sermon:     Do You Wear a Mask?    Pastor David Benning 

Offertory (Sung) Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You paid 

the ransom that 

redeemed us from the 

sin in our life through 

Your death and 

resurrection. Use 

these offerings to 

show others the 

payment You have 

made for us that leads 

to life through Your 

living Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.              2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung) 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God. (Sung) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and to give you peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

 

Closing Hymn:     Beautiful Savior          LSB # 537 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Time for Announcements  

CHURCH NEWS
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 

“The Fearless Shepherd” was the title for today’s 
lesson. As their armies remain encamped against 
one another, the Philistines send for their 
champion, Goliath, to challenge the Israelites. The 
Israelites fear to challenge the giant.  Confident 
that the Lord will give him victory, David uses his 
sling and kills Goliath. For discussion at home this 
week: " Who is the champion that God sent to 
fight against the devil? How do you know that the 
victory is yours?" 
 
THANK YOU 
Thanks for all the prayers, cards and kindness 
expressed to us during this time of sadness, the 
family of Jim Davenport. Thank you for taking care 
of us. 
 
 
 
 

 
ANGEL TREE UPDATE 
Thanks again for your generosity in providing 
toothbrushes and toothpaste for the Angel Tree. A 
pick-up of the items was done, but more were 
collected which did not get picked up.  Following a 
conversation with Angel Tree personnel, our 
remaining ones will be taken to the Loami Food 
Pantry.  The Angel Tree has limited storage space, 
and we don’t want these items to be outdated. 
Thanks again, and next year we will attempt to do 
better. 
 

SESQUIENTENNIAL FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE 
The anniversary Favorite Bible Passage this week is 
courtesy of Betty Ryan.  It is Hebrews 13:5   "I will 
never leave you nor forsake you." 
       To share your favorite Bible verse, contact me 
at 729 E. Gibson, New Berlin, IL, call me at 488-
6135, or email me rkrohse@mediacombb.net 
 
 

mailto:rkrohse@mediacombb.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfgpC3x9bYAhVK64MKHdEOAVoQjRwIBw&url=http://coloringhome.com/jesus-transfiguration-coloring-page&psig=AOvVaw1u9LnDZvWoy5b85XXpyAOq&ust=1515988468283740
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KFUO   
This week on KFUO.org, hear Midweek Lenten 
Service from Peace Lutheran in St. Louis on 2/17 at 
11:00 a.m. CT, study a curious theological topic on 
Cross Defense with Rev. Tyrel Bramwell 2/15 at 
2:00 p.m. CT, and hear a variety of topics and 
sacred music weekdays during Midday Moments at 
12:00 p.m. CT. Find your favorite programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or on your podcast app! 
 
2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
Since October the Voters Assembly has approved 
two capital improvement projects to the Parsonage 
totaling $28,975.  On October 4 the Voters 
Assembly acted to approve a bid of $10,155 to re-
roof the Parsonage.  On December 20 the Voters 
Assembly acted to approve a bid for $18,820 to 
replace all of the windows in the Parsonage.  Both 
projects will be undertaken in the spring of 2021 as 
weather permits.  On paper, we have the funds to 
cover these projects.  However, in the short run, it 
would leave our General Fund at a very low level.  
We are making an appeal for you to make a special 
donation to cover these projects.  Please make 
your checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
with a designation to “2021 Capital Improvement 
Projects”.  As of January 24, $4,400 has been 
donated to this project! 
 
Please submit bulletin information by Noon on 

Thursday.  Email Allicent Smith at 

Sallicent@gmail.com or call (217) 341-1757.Thank you!   

 
Living Alternatives/Pregnancy Resource Center 
“PRC” Baby Bottle Fundraiser 
Please return the bottles to the Church by Sunday, 
March 7th. If you would like a receipt for your gift, 
please write your name and address on the back of 
the baby bottle tag.    
      Your donation supports the Pregnancy Resource 
Center located at 1440 West Walnut Street in 
Jacksonville. 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMP CILCA POSITIONS 
Camp CILCA is seeking servants of God who could 
fill the following part-time, year-round 
positions: COOK, to prepare food for camps and 
retreats in accordance with Illinois Department of 
Public Health standards and good 
taste; MAINTENANCE, to maintain the buildings 
and grounds of the camp, including mowing and 
minor repairs. Both positions begin at $13 per 
hour. Contact Pastor Joshua Theilen at 217-487-
7497 or director@cilca.org for more information. 
 

2021 CID LLL District Annual Meeting Promotion 
You are invited to join us to learn from Rev. Dr. 
Michael Zeigler, Speaker of the Lutheran Hour®, in 
a virtual presentation how we are using new 
technologies to share the same message of hope to 
all, especially in these difficult times. Come to the 
Central Illinois LLL District Convention on Saturday, 
March 6 at St. John Lutheran Church, 901 W 
Jefferson Ave. in Effingham.  
Registration is $15 per person, with students and 
children free. Included in your registration cost is a 
catered lunch and refreshments. You will also learn 
more about LHM’s Households of Faith resources 
and materials along with updates from CID LCMS 
and LWML representatives and Lutheran Center for 
Religious Liberty.  
Register today – check the church office for a 
registration information or contact Deloris 
Blessman, by phone (309)361-1461 or by email 
delorisblessman@yahoo.com.  For more 
information you can contact <church 
ambassador/CID LLL VP Dale Wetherall by phone 
217-259-4728 or by email dalewet51@gmail.com. 
> Registration is due by February 25, 2021.  
 

MARY-MARTHA 
Unfortunately, the March 4TH Family Potluck has 
been cancelled for this year.  The ladies will still 
meet at 6:30 p.m.  Cheryl and Nancy will be our 
hostesses.  Mrs. Krohse will lead the Bible study, 
postponed from the February meeting.   The study 
is found on Pages 18 and 19 of the winter 
Quarterly. A copy of the Quarterly can be found on 
the shelf at the west entrance of church.   Mrs. 
Krohse will share thoughts on how to "Live a 
Sparkling Life.” 

 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
mailto:Sallicent@gmail.com
mailto:director@cilca.org
mailto:delorisblessman@yahoo.com
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Transfiguration B PTO 
 
We've all experienced it: that moment that we 
simply do not want to come to an end. What if 
time froze, or at least slowed way down, so that 
the present moment would keep on being the 
present and not become the past? 
 
In a way that's what the Apostle Peter was 
experiencing, thinking, and finally saying, when he 
cried out, "It is good that we are here!" He exclaims 
this in the main Bible reading for this coming 
Sunday (Mark 9:2-9). 
 
Let's set the stage a bit. Peter was with Jesus up on 
a mountain. James and John, fellow followers of 
Jesus, were there as well. All three of them saw a 
wonderful vision: Jesus, shining as bright as the 
sun, conversing with Moses and Elijah. Jesus was 
transfigured before their eyes. He no longer 
appeared just as a normal man, but there was 
something a bit glorious about him as they looked. 
Peter, James, and John were given a peak into the 
full, unveiled nature of Jesus: not just a man, but in 
fact God as well. 
 
Peter was both right and wrong in his outburst. It is 
good to be with Jesus, but the timing wasn't right. 
Jesus didn't come to dwell in a tent on that 
mountain. He came to show his glory on a different 
hill, upon which he died on a cross for the sins of 
the whole world. It is good to be with Jesus, but 
Peter, James, and John still had work to do in 
bringing the good news of Jesus to the world. 
 
That glorious appearance of Jesus? It was a sneak 
peek into what is to come. When Jesus comes 
again, he will appear in his full glory, having 
returned to give eternal physical life to everyone 
who believes in him. Not only will that be the 
ultimate moment in which we will want to remain 
forever. In truth, we will: From that moment on all 
believers will forever be with Jesus in his glorious 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD DRIVE 
As a congregation, we have the ability to provide 
much-needed food items to both the Loami and 
New Berlin Community Micro-Food Pantries. At 
this time, canned fruits and vegetables are 
needed. Items will be divided evenly between the 
two locations. 
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Dear Friend of Life, 
  
Do you remember the call of Gideon?  It started with a cry to God: “When the people of Israel cried out to the Lord on account of the 
Midianites…” It is time for the people of Illinois to cry out to God on account of those who devalue life!  Although we are many in 
number, there are powerful forces at work to see that we are silenced and that our children are not given to the same dedication to 
Life that we have.  We have received the following information from Illinois Right to Life and wanted you to be aware of it.  Please 
take it to your prayer closet and call out to God for His help! 
  
“The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has proposed a rule called the Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading 
Standards for public school educators that would, in effect, require teachers to affirm, embrace, and encourage inclusive (or 
progressive) student viewpoints to receive and maintain their teaching licenses.  Of course, “Progressive” or “inclusive” viewpoints 
really mean pro-abortion viewpoints! 
Should this rule go into effect, pro-life teachers will be forced to embrace and encourage students’ pro-abortion viewpoints against 
the teachers’ religious beliefs and/or rights of conscience or lose their teaching positions. 
Our lobbyists, Ralph Rivera and Molly Rumley, have taken the lead from the beginning in fighting this proposed rule. 

But now they need your help! 
The ISBE proposed rule will come before a special legislative committee called the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) at 
its meeting on February 16th. This committee, made up of 12 state senators and state representatives, has the authority to suspend 
this proposed rule if they have at least 8 votes to suspend it. 

We are urging you to contact all 12 of the JCAR members. 
In particular though, the two co-chairmen—State Senator Bill Cunningham (D) and State Representative Keith Wheeler (R)--would 
appreciate hearing from your first. 

Respectfully ask them to vote to suspend the ISBE proposed rule. 
…Please add your voice to the growing number of Illinoisans opposed to this dangerous and discriminatory rule.  Together, we can 
ensure that pro-life teachers are protected in their schools.” 
Please put the emphasis on the “Respectfully” part.  In some ways, this is ruling an attempt on the part of ISBE to show value for 
lives that have been de-valued.  But it also has the effect of forcing an anti-Life viewpoint on those who would teach, which is not 
acceptable.  We need to ask for something that not only requires regard for all people, but also honors the rights of free speech and 
the rights of religious liberty.  With good minds at work on it, we can come up with something better for the teachers, students, and 
families of Illinois!” 
  
Back to Gideon and the Midianites… “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor!”, was the angel’s greeting to Gideon.  He first 
questioned that, considering the mighty forces that were oppressing his people.  We might be tempted to do the same when we 
consider the often-deaf ears of our government.  But once the angel of the Lord had laid out the task before him, Gideon’s first 
response was to put aside other concerns and false gods, wholeheartedly turn his face to the true God and sacrifice to the Lord, 
seeking His guidance and direction. 
So we begin and end with a cry to the Lord!  Write to your Senators, yes, but above all, cry out to the Lord for His guidance and 
help!  He alone has the power and the wisdom to bring equity in our state’s public education arena. 
  
Below are the members of the Joint Committee with their contact information.  You may also want to contact your own State 
Senators. 
    MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
CO-CHAIRMAN SENATOR BILL CUNNINGHAM 10400 S. Western Ave. 329 State House Chicago IL 60643 Springfield IL 62706 773/445-
8128 217/782-5145 D-18 
CO-CHAIRMAN REPRESENTATIVE KEITH WHEELER 959 Oak Street 205N Stratton Building North Aurora IL 60542 Springfield IL 62706 
630/345-3464 217/782-1486 R-50 
SENATOR JOHN CURRAN 1011 State St. Suite 205 105A State Capitol Lemont IL 60439 Springfield IL 62706 630/796-2623 217/782-
9407 R-41 
SENATOR KIMBERLY LIGHTFORD 4415 W. Harrison 323B Capitol Building Suite 550 Springfield IL 62706 Hillside IL 60154 217/782-
8505 708/632-4500 D-4 
SENATOR TONY MUNOZ 1836 W. 35th Street 323 State House Chicago IL 60609 Springfield IL 62706 773/869-9050 217/782-9415 D-
1 
SENATOR SUE REZIN 103 5th Street 105C State House Peru IL 61354 Springfield IL 62706 815/220-8720 217/782-3840 R-38 
REPRESENTATIVE TOM DEMMER 105 E. 1st 314 Capitol Building Dixon IL 61021 Springfield IL 62706 815/561-3690 217/782-0535 R-
90 
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE HALPIN 1054 3rd Ave., 2nd Floor 272S Stratton Bldg. County Office Building Springfield IL 62706 Rock Island 
IL 61201 217/782-5970 309/558-3612 D-72   REPRESENTATIVE FRANCES ANN HURLEY 10400 S. Western Ave. 281S Stratton Building 
Chicago IL 60643 Springfield IL 62706 773/445-8128 217/782-8200 D-35 
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