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Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the 

First, Third, and Fifth 

Sunday.  

of each month, 

† 3rd Sunday in Epiphany † 

January 24, 2021 

 

As We Gather…How many of you have heard the account of Jonah and 

the great big fish?  It’s a Bible story many of us have heard since we were 

little but for many of us that is where the story ends.  However, the story is 

just beginning, showing us not just the sins of the Ninevites but of ourselves 

and the great lengths God will go, to bring us to repentance and show us 

forgiveness.  We see the great lengths He will go, as He sends His Son into 

the world to die for the sins of all people and bring forgiveness to those who 

believe in Him as their Savior. 
 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5vsi899_YAhUMMqwKHbzABVkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.oursaviournewyork.com/sermons/series/jonah:-a-story-of-surrender&psig=AOvVaw22xK2mPb20Iih_LRgVzbR3&ust=1516310143677348
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Opening Hymn:   O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire          LSB # 553 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.               Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord:, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.               Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Gloria Patria (Sung)        LSB 186 
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Kyrie (Sung)  Mark 10:47              LSB 186 

 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)     Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day       2 Timothy 4:22     LSB # 189 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of 

Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1–10 
1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word 

of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go 

into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

to the least of them. 
6The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of 

the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink 

water, 8but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone 

turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9Who knows? God may turn and relent and 

turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 

said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 7:29–31 
29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have 

wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who 

rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how 

to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his 

interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be 

holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I 

say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your 

undivided devotion to the Lord. 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:14–20 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the First Chapter. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (Sung) 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the 

sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of 

men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the 

son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called 

them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sung) 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the 

dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message: 
 

Hymn of the Day:     Jesus Loves Me          LSB # 588 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon:     Control or Surrender    Pastor David Benning 
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Pastor: Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Offertory (Sung)  Psalm 51:10-12               LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord, continue to use the gifts You have given us to help others in a way that is kind, gentle, and 

patient. Give us a heart to share Your Word with the wayward and the lost, and the forgiveness 

that only comes through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 

 

Anniversary Closing Hymn: Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning  LSB # 400 
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CHURCH NEWS
 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Today, we studied “The Weakened Judge.” God grants 
Samson great strength to defeat the enemies of God’s 
people. The Philistines bribe Delilah to find the source of 
Samson’s strength. Each time she tries to uncover the 
secret, he deceives her but finally reveals the key to his 
power is his long hair. With his hair cut and blinded by the 
Philistines, Samson is brought to entertain thousands of 
guests at the feast to Dagon. Identifying the house’s 
supporting pillars, Samson prays, and God grants him 
power to bring down the temple, killing everyone. For 
discussion at home this week:  "Who was the real source 
of Samson’s strength? How does God strengthen your 
faith?" 
 
THANK YOU! 
Dorothy Rieck would like to thank everyone who sent 
cards and good wishes to her in celebration of her 97th 
Birthday. 
 
SESQUIENTENNIAL FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE 
 I'll start it out...but your favorite can be listed next 
week.  Ron Krohse:  The start of Psalm 27.  "The Lord is my 
Light and my Salvation whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" 
 
To share your favorite Bible verse, contact me at 729 E. 
Gibson, New Berlin, IL, call me at 488-6135, or email me 
rkrohse@mediacombb.net 
 
FEBRUARY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The February Church Council Meeting is scheduled for 
7:00pm on Monday, February 1. Newly elected council 
members are: Allicent Smith, Secretary; Bob Dalton, Elder; 
Ron Krohse, Vice-President; Bill Pfeffer, Treasurer; David 
Morrison, Trustee. 
 
ANNIVERSARY NEWS 
Pastor Keith Speaks is tentatively scheduled to be with us 
on July 17, Pastor Barth on the second Sunday in August, 
and Pastor Kopper on a date to be decided in October.  As 
a result of this intermission in our anniversary celebration, 
this will be the last week of our Did you Know? and 
Thought for the Week until we get closer to 
summer. However, we're interested in providing you with 
the opportunity to list your favorite Bible passage.  Include 
your name, write out the words of the passage, and give 
them to Ron Krohse.  Continue to celebrate and give 
thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MARY-MARTHA NEWS 
Mary Martha ladies will meet February 4 at 6:30pm. 
Devotions will be led by Rachel and Karen will be our 
hostesses.  Mrs. Krohse will lead a Bible study from the 
Winter 2020 Quarterly, pages 18-19. Extra copies are 
available in the West entrance to the church.  Roll Call is 
"How many Bibles are in your house?"  Members will be 
remembering the Loami Food Pantry.  Join us as we "go on 
His errands.” 

 
CRADLE ROLL RETURN 
The “Cradle Roll” is back! A huge thank you to Marsha 
Smith for painting a beautiful new picture for us. Please 
stop by and see it. It’s hanging in the basement. If anyone 
needs information added or changed on the “Cradle Roll”, 
please call Lisa (217/899-5545). The “Cradle Roll” is a 
record of infants until the age of 3, when they begin 
Sunday School. Once again, thank you, Marsha, for helping 
us make this possible. 
 
GIFT-IN-KIND OFFERINGS 
Our offering accounting system will account for gift-in-kind 
offerings.  A gift in kind offering may be a donation of a 
physical item for the benefit of our congregation.  If you 
wish for your gift-in-kind offering to be noted on your 
offering statement, please forward either the original or a 
legible copy of the original invoice to Mary Pfeffer our 
Financial Secretary.  The name and contact information of 
the contributor must be clearly delineated on the invoice.  
If you have any questions, Mary can be reached at 217-
741-4380 or mary.e.pfeffer@gmail.com. 
 
OFFERING STATEMENTS 
Please contact Mary Pfeffer, our Financial Secretary if you 
would like a copy of your 2020 Offering Statement.  These 
are available anytime upon request by calling or texting 
Mary at 217-741-4380 or emailing her at 
mary.e.pfeffer@gmail.com. 
 
KFUO   
This week on KFUO.org, study Mark 3-4 on Sharper Iron's 
"The Gospel in Action" with Pastor Timothy Appel and 
guests (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), study 2 Corinthians 10-
12 on Thy Strong Word with host Pastor Brady Finnern and 
guests (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us in 
Daily Chapel at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find these programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or on your podcast app! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rkrohse@mediacombb.net
mailto:mary.e.pfeffer@gmail.com
mailto:mary.e.pfeffer@gmail.com
http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
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2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
Since October the Voter’s Assembly has approved two 
capital improvement projects to the Parsonage totaling 
$28,975.  On October 4, the Voter’s Assembly acted to 
approve a bid of $10,155 to re-roof the Parsonage.  On 
December 20, the Voter’s Assembly acted to approve a bid 
for $18,820 to replace all of the windows in the Parsonage.  
Both projects will be undertaken in the spring of 2021, as 
weather permits.  On paper, we have the funds to cover 
these projects.  However, in the short run, it would leave 
our General Fund at a very low level.  We are making an 
appeal for you to make a special donation to cover these  
 

JANUARY LWML 2021 CID MISSION GRANT #5 
MOST Ministries Filters for Drinking Water - $5,000 
 
This grant will enable MOST Ministries to continue serving 
the poor by installing water filters in homes and churches 
throughout the world. In addition, MOST Ministries would 
reach each person served with the message of the Gospel 
through the use of witness materials, devotions and 
simple Bible Stories 
 
How can I help? Pray that God provides “living water” 
and actual drinking water to those throughout the world 
who are in need. Support this grant by donating to your 
church’s LWML society mite fund. 
 
Living Alternatives/Pregnancy Resource Center “PRC” 
Baby Bottle Fundraiser 
In conjunction with the National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day on January 17th, St. John’s is again participating in the 
Pregnancy Resource Center “PRC” of Jacksonville’s “Baby 
Bottle Fundraiser”.  Baby bottles are located in the 
Narthex for you to take home and fill with your spare 
change or check.  Please return the bottles to the Church 
by Sunday, March 7th. If you would like a receipt for your 
gift please write your name and address on the back of the 
baby bottle tag.    
      Your donation supports the Pregnancy Resource Center 
located at 1440 West Walnut Street in Jacksonville. 
      Under the Biblical principal that all human life is sacred, 
PRC is committed to saving the lives of unborn children by 
promoting life-affirming options and providing practical 
assistance, while sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ in word 
and deed, and to minister restoration to those who have 
been wounded by the trauma of abortion.  Some of the 
services to pregnant unwed mothers include pregnancy 
testing, ultra-sound options counseling, adoption support, 
and post-abortion support. 
     Your spare change can change a life! 
 

 

 

 

 
For 3rd Sunday after Epiphany: January 24, 2021  
  

There is time, and there is time.   
  

Ask the children who were waiting for 
Christmas to come last month. Every hour has 60 
minutes, but at certain times these seem to pass 
slower than at others. Children know very well that 
there is time, and there is time.  
  

The New Testament has two different 
Greek words for time. One of them simply refers to 
the succession of minutes, hours, etc., 60 minutes 
to an hour.   
  

The other Greek word for time appears in a 
reading that you will hear in our church service this 
week: “Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 
Gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15). This word is not 
about the quantity of time, but rather quality. 
It indicates an opportune time.   
  

When Jesus declared that “The time is 
fulfilled,” He was saying not that the time was 
short, but that the time was right. Because He was 
there, God in the flesh, the kingdom of God was 
there. The appropriate thing was to repent and 
believe the Good News of salvation that He came 
to bring. Later, St. Paul employed the same Greek 
word: “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).  

  
When Jesus appeared in Galilee, He went to 

fishermen and said, “Follow me.” Immediately, the 
Bible says, they left everything to follow Him. It 
was that urgent.   

  
It still is. Now is the opportune time. Now is 

the day for trapped and helpless sinners to be 
saved, as the powerful Good News about 
Jesus reaches not only heads but also hearts.   

  
Today is your day. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, repent and believe the gospel.  
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