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Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the 

First, Third and Fifth 

Sunday.  

of each month, 

† The Baptism of Jesus † 

January 10, 2021 

As We Gather… Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus by John in the river 

Jordan. This gives us a wonderful opportunity to take the time to remember, reflect 

and rejoice in our own baptism.  For it was at our baptism that we took part in the 

promise of our Savior, Jesus Christ, that through His death and resurrection, we 

became sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. 
 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

217-488-3190 (W) 

217-697-9567 (C) 
  

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

Annual Voter’s Meeting Today 
Online @ 1:00pm 

 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 
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Opening Hymn:    All Who Believe and Are Baptized          LSB # 601 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: Who made heaven and earth.               Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.               Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Gloria Patria (Sung)          LSB 186 
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Kyrie (Sung)  Mark 10:47              LSB 186 

 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)     Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day    2 Timothy 4:22    LSB # 189 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You proclaimed Him Your beloved 

Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their 

calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1–5 
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  Romans 6:1–11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who 

died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now 

if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from 

the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, 

once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:1–11 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the First Chapter. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (Sung) 

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
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2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight,’” 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around 

his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, 

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he 

came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sung) 

 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the 

dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message: 
 

Hymn of the Day   To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord             LSB# 407 
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Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 

 

Sermon:               Spirit + Water = FORGIVEN                                                  Pastor David Benning 

 

Offertory (Sung)  Psalm 51:10-12               LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Giving Options: 

There are several ways to give during this time we are not able to meet in person. One is the Give + app, which 

can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website 

by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked 

drop box on the outside of church next to the bulletins. 
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Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You paid the ransom that redeemed us from the sin in our life through Your death 

and resurrection. Use these offerings to show others the payment You have made for us that leads 

to life through Your living Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.              2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung) 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God. (Sung) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and to give you peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

 

 

Anniversary Closing Hymn: Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning  LSB # 400 
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PORTALS OF PRAYERS 
The January through March Portals of Prayer are 
available, on the landing, in the traditional pocket size, 
medium and large print.  Sustain and strengthen your 
faith with daily devotions provided by Portals of Prayer! 
 
MARY-MARTHA NEWS 
Happy New Year from your Mary Martha 
members!!!   At our meeting on January 7th, new Secret 
Pals and Senior Buddies were chosen.  Lisa will be 
calling to verify who you have this year.  If you have not 
received a call yet, please get in touch with Lisa.  
 
DID YOU KNOW?   
St. John’s School played their first basketball game in 
1971, when they played Concordia, Springfield at the 
Concordia Seminary Gym.  Neither team had uniforms ~ 
so they wore a combination of colored shirts vs. the 
white shirts. 
 
ANNIVERSARY NEWS 
Our tentative schedule now calls for Pastor Keith Speaks 
be with us in July, Pastor Barth in August and Pastor 
Kopper in October. 
 

For 1st Sunday after Epiphany: January 10, 2021 

 

 Soon we in this country will see another 

presidential inauguration. These have occurred every 

four years. Each president has left his inauguration fully 

authorized for his office. Usually, a big crowd gathers to 

see the event. Even without a crowd, though, the 

authorization would still occur. 

 

 In our church service this coming Sunday, we 

will focus on the baptism of Jesus. In some ways, this 

event resembles a presidential inauguration. The Gospels 

of Matthew and Luke offer details about the crowd, or 

the conversation between Jesus and John the Baptizer. 

However, Mark’s account concentrates on Jesus and His 

authorization from God. It says: 

 

“And it happened in those days that Jesus came 

from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan 

by John. And when He came up from the water, 

immediately He saw the heavens split open and the 

Spirit coming down on Him as a dove. And there was a 

voice from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son. In You I 

am well-pleased’” (Mark 1:9-11).  

           With this event, the story of Jesus begins in Mark. 

He is the eternal Son of God, certainly qualified to be the 

Messiah. Now He enters upon His office. God the Father 

was pleased with Him and what He is doing.  

 

He does not waste time. He gets right to work. 

Later He said, “I have a baptism to be baptized with, and 

how great is my distress until it is accomplished!” (Luke 

12:50). There, He was speaking of His death.  

 

What began when Jesus was baptized in the 

Jordan eventually ended on the cross. Jesus died as the 

Lamb of God, taking away the sin of the world (John 

1:29).  

 

The split-open heavens at Jesus’ baptism 

showed what was happening. When He bears your sin, 

God opens heaven for you.  

 
SESQUICENTENNIAL THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK  
"In 2021, anchor yourself to God's grace."   
  
KFUO   
This week on KFUO.org, study the Gospel of Mark on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue in 2 
Corinthians on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 
a.m. CT), and take a moment in creation, scripture, 
faith, and family on Midday Moments (weekdays at 
12:00 p.m. CT). Find these programs on demand 
at kfuo.org or your favorite podcasting app. 
 
2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
Since October the Voters’ Assembly has approved two 
capital improvement projects to the Parsonage totaling 
$28,975.  On October 4, the Voter’s Assembly acted to 
approve a bid of $10,155 to re-roof the Parsonage.  On 
December 20, the Voters’ Assembly acted to approve a 
bid for $18,820 to replace all of the windows in the 
Parsonage.  Both projects will be undertaken in the 
spring of 2021 as weather permits.  On paper, we have 
the funds to cover these projects.  However, in the 
short run, it  
would leave our General Fund at a very low level.  We 
are making an appeal for you to make a special 
donation to cover these projects.  Please make your 
checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church with a 
designation to “2021 Capital Improvement Projects.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
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