
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

† 2nd Sunday in Christmas † 

January 3, 2021 

 

 

As We Gather…As we look at the year ahead of us, we look 

at it as a clean slate to have a better year than we did last 

year.  More often than not, we are concerned more with what 

we want to do than what God wants us to do. 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the 

First, Third, Fifth 

Sunday. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 
  

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

Today our Family of Faith will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We 

believe Jesus Christ gives us not 

only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins. Our 

Lord invites to His table the 

baptized who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us. 

Those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm. Any who 

are not yet instructed or who hold 

a confession of faith differing 

from that of The LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing 

today. 

Voter’s Meeting ONLINE 
SUNDAY!!!!! January 10th 

 
ONLINE Epiphany Service  

Jan. 6th at 6:30 



Opening Hymn:    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry         LSB # 344 
410 Within the Father’s House 

 

 
5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

    And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 

    With loving awe to trace 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 

    And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    Coequal Three in One. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: The angel said to [the shepherds], "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

    (Luke 2:10-11) 

People: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
Pastor: God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,              (Philippians 2:9-11) 

People: and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.                   Psalm 130:3-4 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together, as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.            [Luke 18:13] 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.           [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; antiphon: v. 3 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. 

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to 

our God; 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is 

fitting. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

 his understanding is beyond measure. 

But the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 

 Praise your God, O Zion! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. 
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Kyrie (Sung)      Mark 10:47           LSB # 204 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)    Luke 2:14; John 1:29          LSB # 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22           LSB # 205 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant 

that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 

thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 

heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 

although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of 

your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give 

your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, 

for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 

have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
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understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 

and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give 

you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your 

days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  Ephesians 1:3–14 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 

of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he 

lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 

which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth. 
11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 

things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 

his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 

were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) 

 

 

John 20:31 

 
 

Holy Gospel           Luke 2:40–52 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the Second Chapter.  

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a 

day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they 
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did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed 

at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother 

said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with 

them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her 

heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed                       LSB 206 
 

I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins,and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message: 

Hymn of the Day:    From East to West           LSB # 385 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon:      My will? Or Thy will?    Pastor David Benning 
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Giving Options: 

There are several ways to give during this time we are not able to meet in person. One is the Give + app which 

can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website 

by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked 

drop box on the outside of church next to the bulletins. 
 

Offering Prayer: 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You paid the ransom that redeemed us from the sin in our life through Your death 

and resurrection. Use these offerings to show others the payment You have made for us that 

leads to life through Your living Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .         Matthew 6:9-13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface                       LSB 208 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.                  [2 Colossians 3:1] 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             [Psalm 136] 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,… 

 

Sanctus (Sung)     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9              LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord         Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
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Agnus Dei (Sung)     John 1:29               LSB 210 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution Hymn: To Your Temple, Lord, I Come     LSB # 981 

 

 

 
 

5 While I listen to Your Law, 

Fill my soul with humble awe 

Till Your Gospel bring to me 

Life and immortality. 

 

6 While Your ministers proclaim 

Peace and pardon in Your 

name, 

Through their voice, by faith, 

may I 

Hear You speaking from the 

sky. 

 

7 From Your house when I 

return, 

May my heart within me burn, 

And at evening let me say, 

“I have walked with God 

today.” 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may 

by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in His peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis (Sung)      Luke 2:29-32              LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Lord Jesus, You took on flesh and blood, being born to give me life and hope.  Thank you for 

giving me the gift of Your body broken and Your blood shed and for Your forgiveness and love. 

Use it to strengthen my confession of Your Lordship in my life, until that day when You come 

again in glory and with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to live and reign to all eternity.   Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you 

with favor and give you His peace.        Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 

Anniversary Closing Hymn: Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning  LSB # 400 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In today’s lesson from Matthew 2:1-12, we 
learned about the magi: a group of wise men 
who traveled long and far from the East to find 
Jesus and bring gifts which represent the gift 
Jesus is to us. Gold because He is king - the 
loving ruler of our lives, frankincense because 
He is the High Priest - He prays for us 
continuously and reconciles us with God and 
myrrh because He gave Himself up for us so 
that we could live in heaven forever! For 
discussion at home this week: “If you had 
been one of the wise men, what would you 
have taken as a gift for Jesus?”  What kinds of 
gifts does Jesus give you? 

 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the Sunday School children, their 
parents, the Sunday School Staff, Pastor 
Benning, Mr. Krohse, Cheryl Long, David and 
Rachael Davenport, the Voices in Song who 
gathered to record the hymns and anyone else 
who assisted in the Christmas Eve Children's 
Program.  Without the assistance of each and 
every one of you, it would not have been 
possible.   
 
LET’S FILL THE MAILBOX! 
On December 31, Dorothy Rieck will celebrate 
her 97th Birthday! Anyone wishing to send her a 
card to mark this special occasion is invited to 
do so at 3400 West Washington St., Room 218-
1, Springfield, IL 62711.  
 
PORTALS OF PRAYERS 
The January through March Portals of Prayer 
are available, on the landing, in the traditional 
pocket size, medium and large print.  Sustain 
and strengthen your faith with daily devotions 
provided by Portals of Prayer! 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?   
Margaret Felter was an early president of our 
Mary-Martha group.  Some people, at least 
one, occasionally referred to the group as "The 
Merry Margaret Felter League." 
 
SESQUICENTENNIAL THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK  
 "The new year is a gift from God; use it 
wisely." 
Pastor Kopper, who had previously been 
scheduled to be with us in April, is now 
tentatively scheduled for October 2021. 
 
MARY-MARTHA 
Mary Martha ladies will meet for the first time 
in 2021 on January 7th at 6:30. The roll call is "I 
wish someone would invent..."  Added to the 
roll call will be sharing who your Secret Pal was, 
and if you wish, bring part or all of the 
Christmas gift(s) you received.   Lisa will have 
information to sign up for the 2021 Secret Pals 
and Senior Friends.  We will NOT be polishing 
silverware this time.  Karen will lead devotions 
and Mary is the hostess. Also, please bring 
your Winter Quarterly to the meeting to 
review together. If any ladies are 
contemplating becoming a member of Mary 
Martha, now would be a perfect time as we 
begin the new year!!   "In fervent gratitude for 
the Savior's dying love..." 
 
KFUO   
This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate our 
Savior's birth during the 12 Days of Christmas 
with music, prayer, and scripture, with regular 
programming resuming January 7. We are 
excited to welcome Rev. Brady Finnern as the 
host for Thy Strong Word, airing weekdays at 
11:00 a.m. CT. 
 
 
 
 

http://kfuo.org/
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2021 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
Since October the Voters’ Assembly has 
approved two capital improvement projects to 
the Parsonage totaling $28,975.  On October 4, 
the Voters‘ Assembly acted to approve a bid of 
$10,155 to re-roof the Parsonage.  On 
December 20, the Voters’ Assembly acted to 
approve a bid for $18,820 to replace all of the 
windows in the Parsonage.  Both projects will 
be undertaken in the spring of 2021 as weather 
permits.  On paper, we have the funds to cover 
these projects.  However, in the short run, it 
would leave our General Fund at a very low 
level.  We are making an appeal for you to 
make a special donation to cover these 
projects.  Please make your checks payable to 
St. John’s Lutheran Church with a designation 
to “2021 Capital Improvement Projects.” 
 
 

 

For Second Sunday after Christmas: January 3, 
2021 

Obedience – how does that word sound? 
It may ring hollow these days. 

 
Of course, children in every generation 

have had to learn obedience to their parents 
and others. For many of us this learning had its 
unpleasant, perhaps even painful aspects.   
 
 Today’s society sets extraordinarily high 
store on self-expression, though. And in this 
setting, obedience might sound oppressive. 
People say, “I gotta be me!” Obedience to 
someone else – anyone else – can seem to get 
in the way.  
 
 Yet the stubborn fact of God persists. 
For God is not just anyone. He is God. We are 
not.  
 
 Remarkably, then, the One human being 
Who was and is also God – Jesus of Nazareth, 
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas – 

obeyed. He is the eternal Son of the eternal 
Father. In a Bible passage to be read at our 
church service this week, Jesus sat in the 
temple in Jerusalem at age 12, listening to the 
teachers there and asking them questions. His 
mother Mary had been looking all over for Him. 
Jesus told her, literally, that it was necessary 
for Him to be in the things of His Father – that 
is, in His Father’s house, about His Father’s 
business (Luke 2:46, 49). 
 
 This business would take Him all the way 
to the cross. In prophecy, the Messiah had said 
to God: “I have come to do your will.” Now, “by 
that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(Hebrews 10:9-10). He obeyed for us, in our 
place.  
 
 The 12-year-old Jesus went back to 
Nazareth and was submissive to Mary and 
Joseph. Here, too, He was obeying for us, as 
our Savior. For our obedience fails. 
 
       He was also setting an example. It is never 
bad to obey the Lord and His representatives. 
 
 
 
Please submit bulletin information by Noon on 
Thursday.  Email Allicent Smith at 
Sallicent@gmail.com, or call (217) 341-1757. 
Thank you!   
 
 
 

mailto:Sallicent@gmail.com
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