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Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the First 

and Third Sunday.  

of each month, 

† 1st Sunday in Christmas † 

December 27, 2020 

 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

217-488-3190 
  

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

As We Gather…What does the “Fullness of Time” mean to you?  The "fulness of time” is 

one of those antique sayings we just don't use any more. Therefore, its meaning has been 

lost on the ears of those who hear and the many who have memorized it.  This phrase is 

used to suggest that things happened at just the right time.  In our epistle lesson, we see 

that is the case when God, creator of the universe, has appointed it. 
 

ANNUAL Voters Meeting ONLINE 
SUNDAY!!!!! January 10th  

 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 
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Opening Hymn:    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           LSB # 357 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: The angel said to [the shepherds], "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

    (Luke 2:10-11) 

People: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

Pastor: God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,              (Philippians 2:9-11) 

People: and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: Who made heaven and earth.               Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.               Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

Gloria Patria (Sung) LSB 186 

 

 

 

Kyrie (Sung)  Mark 10:47              LSB 186 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)     Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day    2 Timothy 4:22        LSB # 189 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son 

yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 

Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 

beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 

LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:21–40 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Second Chapter. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (Sung) 

21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb.22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 

young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 

came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 

the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, 

according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she 

was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sung) 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the 

dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message: 
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Hymn of the Day    Go Tell It on the Mountain          LSB # 388 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon:     "In the Fulness of Time"   Pastor David Benning 

Pastor: Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our King. 

People: Amen. 

 

Offertory (Sung)  Psalm 51:10-12               LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Holy Spirit, help me to faithfully serve Christ Jesus, with my mouth, as I share His love, and 

with my treasures as I support ministry in His name.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.              2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung) 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God. (Sung) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and to give you peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

 

 

Closing Hymn:    We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth         LSB # 382 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 

 

Time for Announcements 

Church News
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Today's lesson was found in Luke 2:22-40, "Simeon 
and Anna Rejoice.”  Simeon and Anna were faithful 
followers of God who waited many years to see the 
fulfillment of His promised Savior.  Despite the 
wait, they rejoiced when they saw the infant Jesus 
brought to the temple by his parent. Simeon's song 

of joy at the sight is sung each communion Sunday 
in the words of the Nunc Dimittis, "Lord, now let 
your servant depart in peace...” For discussion at 
home this week, "What are some things you have 
to wait for?  Why is it important to wait for God's 
plans in our lives?" 
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LET’S FILL THE MAILBOX! 
On December 31, Dorothy Rieck will celebrate her 
97th Birthday! Anyone wishing to send her a card to 
mark this special occasion is invited to do so at 
3400 West Washington St., Room 218-1, 
Springfield, IL 62711.  
 
PORTALS OF PRAYERS 
The January through March Portals of Prayer are 
available, on the landing, in the traditional pocket 
size, medium and large print.  Sustain and 
strengthen your faith with daily devotions provided 
by Portals of Prayer! 
 
MARY-MARTHA 
Ladies, please bring your Mites to church by next 
Sunday.  They are usually gathered and sent in at 
the December meeting.  We want to submit our 
Mites for the 2020 year.  Thank you!   Our next 
meeting date is January 7!  Devotions are by Karen 
and Mary is our hostess.  The roll call is "I wish 
someone would invent..."  Added to the roll call 
will be sharing who your Secret Pal was, and if 
possible, bring part or all of the gift you received as 
the mystery was revealed.  It will be fun to share 
that joy!   When we meet, it will be a new year to 
"dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and 
have." 
 
DID YOU KNOW?   
Years ago, on Christmas Eve, the children would 
receive a gift of an orange and some hard candy.  It 
was considered quite a treat. 
 
 ANNIVERSARY SONG FOR THE WEEK:   
(To the tune of "Are You Sleeping Brother John?" 
Christ is born; Christ is born, Angels sing, angels 
sing. 
His star is in the heavens, shining O so brightly, 
Worship Him, Worship Him! 
 
    *Watch for announcements forthcoming 
regarding the celebration of our 151st 
Anniversary. 
 
KFUO   
This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate our Savior's 
birth during the 12 Days of Christmas with music, 

prayer, scripture, and programming for the season. 
Hear this special programming through January 6! 
First Sunday after Christmas: December 27, 2020 

Sometimes an event bulks so large that it 
seems hard to take in. People ask themselves, 
“What just happened?”  
 

Not only can they mull over the event, but 
also the time when it came. Think of the class of 
2020, saying “I was about to graduate, then COVID-
19 struck!”  

 
In a Bible passage to be read in our church 

service this Sunday, St. Paul wrote by inspiration 
that “when the fulness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son.” We just celebrated Christmas. When 
Jesus first came, Paul noted, it was in the FULNESS 
OF TIME. How so? 

 
We do not know the answer to this 

question with the perspective of God Himself. Still, 
we can piece together a few points from what we 
do know. 

 
Jesus was born during the “Pax Romana,” 

the Roman peace. The Romans built great roads, 
some of which remain in use today. Missionaries 
like St. Paul could travel roads as good as any in the 
world for centuries, until modern times.  

 
Rome brought a unified jurisdiction to much 

of the world. St. Paul, who was a Roman citizen, did 
not meet with our red tape associated with getting 
visas, passports, and permits.  

 
People could understand him when he 

spoke and wrote. Common Greek was pretty much 
a world-language, used in literature, in commerce, 
also in everyday speech.  

 
This was when Jesus was born, and when 

Christianity broke forth in the world. Fulness of 
time, all right, and no accident! 

 
What happened in that fulness of time? 

“God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” 
(Galatians 4:4-5).  

http://kfuo.org/
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Now, this is a fulness of time for you!
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