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† 24th Sunday after Pentecost † 

November 15, 2020 

 

 

As We Gather… The Gospel readings for last week, today and next 

week are all part of the private instruction that Jesus gave to His 

disciples, on the Mount of Olives, just a few days before He died on the 

cross.  Last week, we heard the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.  

Next week, we will hear about the sheep and the goats.  Today, we hear 

the parable of the man who believed nothing. 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 
join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Holy Communion  

is celebrated on the 

First, Third, Fifth 

Sunday. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 
  

Pastor David Benning 
pastorbenning@stjnb.org 
 

Parsonage Hours: 

10:00am-4:00pm m,w,st 
 

Pastor is also available by 

appointment. 
 

For Emergencies 24/7 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

Today our Family of Faith will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We 

believe Jesus Christ gives us not 
only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins. Our 

Lord invites to His table the 
baptized who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us. 
Those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm. Any who 
are not yet instructed or who hold 

a confession of faith differing 

from that of The LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing 

today. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Online @ 6:30pm 
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Opening Hymn:    The Day Is Surely Drawing Near         LSB # 508 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.            Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.                   Psalm 130:3-4 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together, as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.            [Luke 18:13] 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.           [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 
 

Introit Ps. 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: Ps. 143:1 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

In your faithfulness answer me, in your 

righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

for no one living is righteous before you. 
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have 

done; 

I ponder the work of your hands. 
I stretch out my hands to you; 

my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 

Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 

For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 
In your righteousness bring my soul out of 

trouble! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

In your faithfulness answer me, in your 

righteousness! 
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Kyrie (Sung)      Mark 10:47           LSB # 204 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)    Luke 2:14; John 1:29          LSB # 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22           LSB # 205 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those 

who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your  

Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 

7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 

and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish 

everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house 

with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 

“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, 

a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 

For all the traders are no more; 

all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, 

those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 

and their houses laid waste. 



4 

Though they build houses, 

they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, 

near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 

the mighty man cries aloud there. 

15A day of wrath is that day, 

a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

and against the lofty battlements. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2For 

you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are 

saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 

pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you 

like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So 

then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 

those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but 

to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 

might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) 

 

 

John 20:31 

 
 

Holy Gospel             Matthew 25:14–30 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-Fifth Chapter.  

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 
15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 
17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and 

dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
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more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to 

him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 

servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought 

to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 

interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will 

more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.’ 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed                       LSB 206 

I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins,and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message:  

Hymn of the Day:     Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord        LSB # 352 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon:     The One Who Believed Nothing  Pastor David Benning 

Giving Options: 

There are several ways to give during this time we are not able to meet in person. One is the Give + app, which 

can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website 

by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked 

drop box on the outside of church next to the bulletins. 

 

Offering Prayer: 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You paid the ransom that redeemed us from the sin in our life through Your death 

and resurrection. Use these offerings to show others the payment You have made for us that 

leads to life through Your living Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .         Matthew 6:9-13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Preface                       LSB 208 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.                  [2 Colossians 3:1] 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             [Psalm 136] 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,… 

 

Sanctus (Sung)     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9              LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

The Words of Our Lord         Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       John 20:19 

People: Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei (Sung)     John 1:29               LSB 210 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution Hymn 

The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns      LSB # 532 

 

 

 
 

5 They suffer with their Lord below, 

    They reign with Him above, 

Their profit and their joy to know 

    The myst’ry of His love. 

6 The cross He bore is life and health, 

    Though shame and death to Him: 

His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 

    Their everlasting theme. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may 

by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in His peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung)      Luke 2:29-32              LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Lord Jesus, You took on flesh and blood, being born to give me life and hope.  Thank you for 

giving me the gift of Your body broken and Your blood shed and for Your forgiveness and love. 

Use it to strengthen my confession of Your Lordship in my life, until that day when You come 

again in glory and with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to live and reign to all eternity.   Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
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Anniversary Closing Hymn:   For the Fruits of His Creation        LSB # 894 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH NEWS 

 

SPECIAL VOTER’S MEETING 
A Special Voter’s Meeting is set for Sunday, November 
22, immediately following the church service. We will 
be voting on the proposed replacement of the windows 
in the parsonage. 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The lesson this week is “The Idle Idol.” While Moses 
receives the Ten Commandments from God, the 
Israelites convince Aaron to create a golden idol for 
them to worship. When Moses comes down from the 
mountain, he sees what they have done and smashes 
the stone tablets. For discussion at home this week: 
"Like the Israelites, we sometimes let things take our 
eyes off Jesus.  Make a list of some of the things in 
your life that might take your focus away from Christ." 
When we don’t put God first, we are sinning, but God 
forgives us for Jesus’ sake and through the Holy Spirit 
helps us live as His children. 
 
DID YOU KNOW?   
For many years the Walther League met on 
Wednesdays, because many schools considered 
Wednesday a "church night” and kept that date open 
from other activities. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
God loves each of us as if there was just one of us. 
 
PHOTOS 
Entries for the church photo give away runs through the 
final Sunday in November.  Also, if you are interested in 
any of the photos on the east bulletin board upstairs - 
please help yourself. 
 
 

LWML MITE GRANT UPDATE  
With Praise and Thanksgiving to God from whom All 
Blessings flow, the LWML CID has funded the first mite 
project.  A check for $30,000 will be or has been 
presented to the LCMS-CID Scholarship fund for Student 
Workers.   Even during these pandemic times we have 
been able to contribute our mites for the spreading of 
the Gospel. This grant especially is meaningful as 
funding is needed for full time church workers. 
 
ANGEL TREE 
St. John’s will once again participate in supporting the 
community’s Angel Tree! This year, St. John’s is 
collecting toothpaste and toothbrushes. A collection 
box, on the landing, will be available next week. 

   LWML-CID Mission Grant Mite Bytes 2020 

Mission Grant # 4: Large Print Bibles & Devotions in 
Effingham ~ $10,000 

    The St. John’s Lutheran Braille Center in Effingham 
will print 7 books of the Bible, 500 devotional booklets 
for each month of the year, and 80 copies of Luther’s 
Small Catechism in Spanish. The grant would provide 
funds for paper, boxes, envelopes and ink. 

     How can I help? Pray that God spreads the Gospel to 
the blind and visually impaired through these printed 
materials. Support this grant by donating to your 
church’s LWML society mite fund. 
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KFUO 
This week on KFUO.org, finish 2 Timothy and begin 
Titus on Sharper Iron's "The Word is Trustworthy" series 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), study a curious theological 
topic on Cross Defense (11/16 at 2:00 p.m. CT), consider 
how our Lutheran Confessions tie into our life in the 
church on Concord Matters (11/17 at 2:00 p.m. CT), and 
continue studying 2 Samuel on Thy Strong Word 
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts! 
 

Prayers for those in need of healing: 
John Braker  (On-going health needs) 
James Snyder               (On-going health needs) 
Ken Krohse  (Cancer) 
Tyler Rogers  (On going health needs) 
Sharon Boston                (On-going health needs) 
Carolyn Marcotte.           (On-going health needs) 

Prayers for our Shut-ins 
Dorothy Rieck             (Lewis Memorial) 
Esther Theilen             (At Home) 
Nellie Staley.                  (Concordia) 
Galen Clary                     (At Home) 
      
If you would like a name in the prayers on Sunday please 
tell pastor by calling, email, text, or before the service.  
Those desiring to have their name removed from the 
prayer list please let pastor know or we will still 
continue to pray for you. 
 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Receptionist/Office Assistant- The Central Illinois 
District Office in Springfield is looking for a qualified 
individual to fill the above position on a part-time basis. 
Hours are Monday through Friday from 10 am to 2:30 
pm. Starting wage is $15/hr. for a 20-hour work week.        
There are no benefits being offered. The successful 
applicant will have a background in Microsoft Office, 
especially Outlook, Word, and Excel. Some knowledge 
in social media (Facebook and Instagram) management 
is also beneficial. For a job description, contact 
President Mark Miller at mmiller@cidlcms.org. 
Applications are available through the CID Office 
during regular hours (8am-4pm) or can be sent by 
email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In preparation for Proper 28 – November 15, 2020 
  

“Peace and security.” These mean a lot to 
people. They never mean more than when the supply of 
them runs short.  

As you can imagine, over the years peace and 
security have been hard to come by in this world. Still 
today, people are amazed at the roughly 200 years of 
the Pax Romana, the Roman peace. Ancient Rome 
prided itself on this accomplishment. “Peace and 
security” became a propaganda slogan, emblazoned on 
banners. Rome promised peace and security to all who 
were loyal to Rome. If Rome made you secure, they 
might have thought, you were secure.  

Yet in the middle of the Pax Romana, Paul the 
apostle wrote a letter to the church in the capital city of 
the Roman province of Macedonia. A portion of it will 
be read in our church service this Sunday. He wrote that 
“the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
When people are saying, ‘There is peace and security,’ 
then sudden destruction will come upon them. . . .” 

Paul was writing about the return of Jesus 
Christ to judge the living and the dead. He went on that 
“you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. . . . For God has not destined us 
for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us so that . . . we might live 
with him.”  

Because Jesus died for your benefit and in your 
place, Paul was saying, He can be trusted to give: 

• peace, when all the world will come 

apart, and 

• security from the wrath of God.  

Paul added: “Therefore encourage one another” (1 
Thessalonians 5:2-4, 9-11).  

Need peace and security? Our church has 
encouragement for you, from the Lord Himself.  

 
 
 
 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
mailto:mmiller@cidlcms.org
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