LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
June 2019 newsletter article
Some disciples of John the Baptist were questioning him about the baptism and preaching of Jesus. Many disciples were going to
Jesus instead of John the Baptist.
John the Baptist answers: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven” (John 3:27).
John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are from heaven. God provides everything we have in
body and soul.
We are taught this in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small Catechism.
In the First Article of the Creed, we learn that God has made us and everything in the universe.
“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of
them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I
have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger
and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself by taking the form of a servant.
In so doing, He “has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.”
In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, did are given to us through the
work of the Holy Spirit in the Church.
“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He
will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.”
Indeed, “a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.”
But how easy is this for us to forget? How easy is it for us to think that what we have in life is because we have earned it?
How easy is it for us to forget that all our skills – the abilities of our hands and minds, the ethic to work diligently, and the desire
to improve – is given to us from heaven, just as John the Baptist said?
How easy is it for us to forget that it is Christ alone, and the work of the Holy Spirit, that reveals His salvation to us, delivers it to
us, and that none of this is our doing?
Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving into God’s Holy Word, and for praying without ceasing.
But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven. These duties are not earned; they are given in response to what He
has accomplished for us.
Everything we have, and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in heaven.
Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks – with a first-fruits, generous proportion offering of what He
has given to us.
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ST. JAMES ENROLLMENT – Enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year has begun. Share
this great opportunity with everyone you know. I would love the opportunity to talk with
families about our school and how they can become a St. James Eagle! Current St. James
families, please return your Current Student Enrollment Form to the school office. Thank
you if you have already done so.
Principal Landskroener
SCHOOL ACCREDITATION – St. James Lutheran School is in the process of becoming accredited through the
National Lutheran School Accreditation. We are currently in a self-study to evaluate the actual conditions that are
related to school quality which are evaluated and measured in seven specific areas. This is important for our school
and we solicit your prayers and help in completing this process. Please talk to Principal Landskroener for ways you can
become involved. Thank you!
LIFE IS SWEET 5K – St. James is hosting a Life is Sweet 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, June 29th at 8:00 am. We are looking
sponsors and runners/walkers to support this activity along with volunteers to help on race day. Additional
information will be upcoming. Call the school office with any questions you may have.
BOXTOPS AND UPC LABELS – Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops, Hy-Vee UPCs and Tyson A+ labels
throughout the school year. They help support our school library! Thank you!
HAVE A SAFE AND FUN SUMMER BREAK! See you back in school on Monday, August 19th!
EAGLE VISION
EVERYONE deserves our respect
ACT with kindness
GOD’S LOVE is our greatest strength
LOVE one another
EVERY DAY live for Jesus
SHOW OTHERS we are Christian
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