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hǳǊ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΥ 
Devotion 

Community 
Life! 

Compassion 
Generosity 

Dear Watchers and Holy Ones! 

That might seem a strange greeting, but I’m borrowing from the opening lines of one of our hymns, “Ye 

Watchers and Ye Holy Ones,” LSB #670. It’s an appropriate title for all who believe in Jesus this Advent      

season. With the page on the calendar turning to the month of December, the world’s attention always     

immediately shifts to Christmas. And make no doubt about it, as Christians, we too look forward to              

celebrating the birth of our Lord as the babe in a manger in Bethlehem, the Savior of the World! But in the 

church, before Christmas comes the season of Advent. And this is a time to center our attention the coming 

of our Lord again, this time to judge the living and the dead and to make all things new. 

Advent is a time of waiting, and watching, for the ones made holy by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And so  

indeed, not just during Advent, but always, we are to be “watchers and holy ones” who always “look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” 

In worship, we’ll change the paraments to blue, the color of the sky, the place to which we look for our Lord 

to return. We’ll light the candles on the Advent wreath, one more each week, to mark the time, culminating 

with the lighting of the Christ candle at the center on Christmas Eve. We’ll hear sermons about being ready, 

John the Baptist will remind us to “prepare the way of the Lord” and the prophecies of Christ we’ll hear read 

will remind us of the love given in Jesus and the peace Christmas brings to the earth and to our hearts. 

It is a special time of the year for the church. In sending Jesus to the earth, our good Father in heaven has  

given us the greatest gift of all-He promises eternal life. So, holy ones, continue to watch and wait and       

eagerly expect His return. This time He’ll come not to die and rise Himself, but to kill our sinful nature once 

and for all and to raise our mortal bodies to new and everlasting life and usher in the eternity of the new 

heavens and earth. I don’t know about you, but that’s a gift I can hardly wait to unwrap! 

hƴŎŜ IŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǊŜŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΤ 

/ŀƳŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎ ƭƻǿƭȅΣ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƻƭȅΦ 

.ƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎΤ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ. 

  

/ƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ Σ h [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎΦ  

YŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎΣ 

9ǾŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ¸ƻǳΣ ǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǿŜ ōƭŜǎǎ ¸ƻǳ.    (“Once He Came in Blessing,”  

                                                                                                              LSB #333, stanzas 1, 4) 

Advent Blessings! 



Happy birthday to these members of  
the 80 years and older club: 

 
-Vernon Ellis, 82 years on December 6th 
-Verna Brackenhoff, 96 years on December 14th 
-Carol Reddick, 85 years on December 24th 
-Richard Cason, 82 years on        

December 27th 
-Dick Ertel, 89 years on                

December 29th 
-Betty Ertel, 86 years on              

December 30th 

Congratulations!  These couples are celebrating  

50 years or more of marriage: 

 

-Charles & Vickie Stuedle,         

50 years on December 10th 

-Lewis & Joan Walbring,            

53 years on December 11th 

-Steve & Linda Peer, 50 years on 

December 27th 

Just a reminder… 

Items for Sunday bulletin announcements are due 

Wednesday at noon for the following Sunday.  

Please have any items for the January issue of the 

newsletter to the church office      

before Thursday, December 20th. 

You can email both of these items to 

Minnie Sue at the church office 

email: 

churchoffice@stjamesquincy.org 

Thank you. 

Mission Tower 

December Mission Tower  
gifts go to support  

Lutheran Child and Family Services. 

CID Mission Challenge Update 

Our 2017-18 goal: $7,100.00  Amount Received: 

$3,759.15 This is 53% of our goal!  ...Supporting and 

Furthering the Good News of  Jesus Christ in our   

District... 

 Actual Budget 

School October Year to Date  October  Year To Date 

Income $52,496.76 $243,661.42 $67,445.00 $230,568.00 

Expenses $66,749.81 $267,719.71 $72,205.00 $278,464.00 

Difference, Income or Loss ($14,253.05) ($24,058.29) ($4,760.00) ($47,896.00) 

 Actual Budget 

Church October 
Year to 
Date  

October 
 Year To 

Date 

Income $22,423.06 $93,618.46 $27,595.00 $116,837.00 

Expenses $26,583.59 $95,777.85 $30,426.00 $102,226.00 

Difference, Income or Loss ($4,160.53) ($2,159.39) ($2,831.00) $14,611.00 

Church and School 

Financial Reports 

If you have any Pastoral Care needs, please contact 
the church office via email 
(churchoffice@stjamesquincy.org) or phone         
(217-222-8447) so we are sure to 
meet your needs.  Needs may  
consist of, but are not limited to, 
home or hospital visits and    
prayer requests.  Thank you! 

Church Office Will Be Closed 

The church office will be closed 
on Monday, December 24th and 
Tuesday, December 25th for the 
Christmas holiday.  We will      
reopen on Wednesday,            
December 26th.  Have a safe holiday. 

Church Calendar 

Please remember to notify Minnie Sue in the church 
office of anything that need to be placed on or 

changed on the church calendar.  
You can email at 
churchoffice@stjamesquincy.org or 
call at 217-222-8447. 

Blind Center Meal & 
Meeting 

This month’s Meal & 
Meeting is hosted by Our  
Redeemer’s Ladies’ Aid.  It is 
scheduled for December 
15th at noon due to the 
Christmas and New Years’ 
holidays. 

Shut In Service 
 
The Shut In Service this month would fall on              
Christmas Day.  Therefore, we invite all our shut-ins 
to join us for the Advent meal on Wednesday,       
December 19th at 11:15am, service following at 
12:10pm, and communion will be offered after the  
service.  We look forward to seeing you there. Holiday Services 

 

-Monday, December 24th @ 5 & 7pm 

-Tuesday, December 25th    

@ 10am 

-Monday, December 31st 

@ 6pm 

Advent Meals and Services 
 
There will be meals served at 11:15am & 5:30pm on 
Dec. 5th, 12th & 19th.  The sponsored meals are as 
follows:  
 
Dec. 5th    AM– Katie’s Ladies,  
                   PM– Jane Maxwell & Becky Bell 
Dec. 12th AM– Katie’s Ladies,  
                   PM– Denny & Nancy Campbell 
Dec. 19th AM– Katie’s Ladies,  
                   PM– Boy Scouts 
 
Services will follow the meals at 12:10pm & 7pm. 
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