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Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it hits too close to home. It is easier
to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or overseas than it is to think about what our daily life in Christ is
supposed to look like – how we are supposed to love our neighbor.
The fact that we don’t like hearing about stewardship certainly means we ought to face it. Here are a few simple and
practical realities.
God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. This means we should give off the top. We should set a percentage of our
income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church and give that first. We write the check to the Lord’s work in the
Church before we pay the mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay for anything else.
We don’t pay for all the stuff we need, and think we need, and then give from what is left over. That is the first-fruits
idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But that is the point of “sacrificial.”
Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a tithe – 10
percent? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. In the Old Testament, the Levites received
this tithe so they could be full-time ministers.
Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples of all nations
(Matt. 28:19).
And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should
make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
So, if 10 percent was needed in the Old Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New Testament, how
can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less than a tithe?
First-fruits, sacrificial, generous giving – that’s the way. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking that we’ve
out-given God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty.
We might be tempted to think so but consider – no one in the Church has given plenty because no one has given all.
No one has died for his sins. Only the sinless Son of God did that.
Or, as St. Paul said, bringing the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the Lord’s work in
the Church:
“I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9).
As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s law, and the law shows our sins. It
calls us to repentance.
The law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing us Christ and His fulfillment of the law. If first-fruits,
sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point.
In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus took the disciples’ five loaves and two fish and blessed them. It
was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something from nothing.
Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite possible some of them held something back. But even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes something out of nothing.
He, who fed His people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread. But they need to give it.
And what they give, however little it might be, however grudgingly they do so, He blesses it.
He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them, the givers – not just in that they wind up with
(a basket full for each loaf) but that they learned to trust and rejoice in Him.
The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly or asks us to fast. We do not know what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord.
He does all things well and works all things together for good. The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it
is a good investment. They give it because He is good, they love Him, and they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise.
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CHAPEL OFFERING this trimester is being given to the Central Illinois Lutheran Deaf Ministry. We are also
asking for nonperishable foods in addition to our chapel offering from now until November 16th to help
provide food to people in the Quincy community. This food will be given to the food pantry at the Lutheran
Church of St. John. Donations can be brought to the church or school office. Thank you for your commitment
to help people in our community.
WAY TO GO, PASTOR REMPFER! Pastor Rempfer ran his FIFTH half-marathon October 13th. His
participation was to raise funds for our school and for world missions. Jean Day money collected October
12th was used to support Pastor’s marathon. If you would also like to support Pastor’s run, donations may
still be sent in to the Church Office.
BOXTOPS AND UPC LABELS – Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops, Hy-Vee UPCs and Tyson A+
labels throughout the school year. They help support our school library! Thank you!
EAGLE VISION
EVERYONE deserves our respect ACT with kindness GOD’S LOVE is our greatest strength LOVE one another
EVERY DAY live for Jesus SHOW OTHERS we are Christian
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