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“O come, LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)
When the characters in the Passion narrative look at Jesus, what do they see? In most cases, people misunderstood who He is and what He was doing. In some cases, by faith, people recognized Him aright. Our Lenten series this year, based on the Gospel according to St. Mark, will examine how the various people around Jesus viewed Him—and how we should view Him. We will “fix our eyes” on what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and death, and celebrate what God sees on account of His work: our justification for His sake.
On Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions about His upcoming Passion, the disciples with “Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He will not be with them, and they cannot see the anonymous woman’s anointing of Jesus as preparation for His burial. But Jesus sees her actions as a beautiful deed that will be proclaimed throughout the world wherever the Gospel is heard.
Then we will look through Judas’s “Betraying Eyes” and learn why he did this awful deed. Yet the behind-the-scenes-reality is that Jesus was “handed over” (another way of translating the verb for “betray”) by God the Father Himself, so that Jesus could die for the sin of the world.
“Sleepy Eyes” is the next theme. In Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle of Peter, James, and John cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an hour, while Jesus comes to see that His Father’s will is that He drink the cup of God’s wrath when He comes to the “hour” of His suffering.
In the third week of Lent, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of Peter and the other apostles. They could not see how they could ever fall away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by Judas, ten of them flee, and Peter—when he is spotted by a servant girl and sees that his own neck is on the line—sees fit to deny Jesus, which leads to his own eyes weeping in remorse. We sinners likewise deny our Lord in many ways, but Jesus denied Himself to take up the cross for our salvation.
In “Murderous Eyes” the chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by murdering Him through the Roman judicial system. Yet during the Passover festival, they would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb.
Next comes the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and the Roman soldiers. Pilate can only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to placate the worldly Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for crucifixion. The soldiers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as “King of the Jews” proclaims who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; God’s way is suffering and the cross.
On Palm Sunday we look through “God’s Eyes” to see what is happening during the Passion: the once-for-all atonement for the sin of the whole world and the justification of all sinners on Easter.
There is “More Than Meets the Eye” to the Lord’s Supper. We will look into the Old Testament background of the Last Supper and rejoice in the mystery that Jesus, in and with, bread and wine, gives us His body and blood in order to deliver to us the benefits of His Passion.
Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the tomb knows the whole story of Jesus’ resurrection. When he sees the women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows them where Jesus’ body had formerly lain, and tells them that they can see Jesus themselves in Galilee. Likewise, the “angels” or messengers of the Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s people where they can find Jesus and His salvation in the Means of Grace.
Eyes on Jesus will continuously focus our eyes on Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried, and risen for our justification. This is a vision that will never disappoint, for by trusting in Jesus, He promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by faith and forever in heaven! There is also a daily devotional booklet available to those who wish.
In His Service, Pastor Petrich

Upcoming LESSONS AND HYMNS (Guitar)
Feb. 27th: Ps. 37:84:1-2,9,11; Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Hebrews 3:1-6; Luke 9:28-36
	Morn. Prayer: HYMNS: AGPS#164 “Listen”; #810 “O God, of God, O Light of Light”; AGPS#182 “O God of Mercy”; #413 “O Wondrous Type”; #414 “’Tis Good Lord to be Here”; #537 “Beautiful Savior”; AGPS#94 “Father, I Adore You”; #417 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
Mar. 6th: Ps. 91:9-13,15-16; Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
	DS-1: HYMNS: #418 “O Lord Throughout These Forty Days”; #656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”; #424 “O Christ, You Walked the Road”; DISTRI:#544 “O Love, How Deep, How Broad”; #718 “Jesus, Lead Thou On”; #746 “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”
Mar. 13th: Ps.74:1-3; Jeremiah 26:8-15; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35
	Matins: HYMNS: #568 “Awake My Soul”; #727 “On Eagle’s Wings”; #673 “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”; #422 “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”; #730 “What Is the World to Me”; #704 “Lord Thee I Love with All My Heart”; #725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”; #748 “I’m but a Stranger Here”
Mar. 20th: Ps.5:4-8; Ezekiel 33:7-20; I Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
	DS-3: HYMNS: #691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Growing”; #765 “God Moves in a Mysterious Way”; #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”; DISTR: #704 “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”; #722 “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me”; #761 “Rock of Ages”
