November 2020
HERE'S HOPE
"He already had in mind what he was going to do."  John 6:6
Out on a hillside in old Palestine, confronted by a throng of over 5, 000 hungry people who only had in mind to see a miracle or two, Jesus, for all the facts he solicited suggestions from his closest intimates, had a plan and a solution fast in mind.  Recall the story.  Jesus, acting baffled, asked, "Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?"  He got at least two answers which have armed preachers with ammunition for lectures on faithlessness and sermons on irresponsibility for ages.  "Eight months wages wouldn't get the job done."  That was one reply.  "We've got access to five barley loaves and two limp fish.”  Woefully inadequate.  But Jesus knew what he was going to do.
God knows the answer.  Our minds may be befuddled, but there is a mind which isn't.  What a heartening thought that is for us in the face of some of the difficult things which threaten us.  To know that whatever your problem, whatever the challenge, God knows about it, and while you're still casting about for some solution, some way to gear yourself up for whatever menaces you, God has it figured out.  He knows how it will be handled and solved and met, how you are going to come through.
There on that hillside the crowd would be fed.  But the disciples had to grope around a little before it would get done.  It's the same story for us.  The solutions to your problems, whatever they may be, are already determined, and God is simply helping you to find the path out of your woods which he has put there.
A Prayer:  Guide me, O heavenly King, through the complex problems which beset me.  Give me wisdom, strength, and courage for the rigors of my daily life.  Above all give me the confidence which comes from knowing that you walk with me and know the path and guarantee that I will make it safely home.  Amen.
Try This:  Whatever presses you most threateningly at the moment, look to find God's path for you rather than solutions.  How can you proceed, living up to his standards and trusting in his promises?  Along God's roadways you come upon his answers to your need.
In His Service,

Pastor Petrich




Upcoming Scripture/Hymns

November 1: Ps. 149; Rev. :9-17; I John 3:1-13; Matt. 5:1-12
LSB-Divine Service #1; HYMNS: #675 “Oh, What Their Joy”; #510 “A Multitude Comes from the East and the West”; #678 “We Sing for All the Unsung Saints”; #673 v1,2,6 “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”; DISTRIBUTION: #677 “For All the Saints”; #676 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White”; #563 “Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness”

November 8: Ps.70; Amos 5:18-24; I Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13
LSB-Morning Prayer; HYMNS: #877 “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”; #334 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” [instead of the Venite]; #802 “Immortal, Invisible God only Wise”; #516 “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”; #663 “Rise My Soul to Watch and Pray” [Instead of Benedictus]; #461vs1,2,8 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”

November 15: Ps. 90:1-12; Zeph. 1:7-16; I Thes. 5:1-11; Matt. 25:14-30
LSB-Divine Service #3; HYMNS:#660 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”; #659 “Lord of Our Life and God of Our Salvation”; #655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”; DISTRIBUTION: #508 “The Day Is Surly Drawing Near”; #411 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”; #627 “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”

November 22: Ps. 95:1-7a; Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; I Cor. 15:20-28; Matt. 25:31-46
LSB-Matins; HYMNS: #353 “Jesus Came the Heavens Ascending”; #348 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”;  #508 “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”; #706 “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”; #735 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”

