
Mid-week Stewardship Thought

Modern Macedonians
      In a seminar on Christian social ethics, we were discussing the use of money when Dr. Otto A. Piper, then a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, told us this incident from his post-war work of collecting funds for the relief of the needy studying in German universities.
      Dr. Piper described to a group of Princeton students the conditions of abject poverty in which German students were struggling and asked his hearers to do what they could do to help.  The next morning a young married couple, both graduate students, came into Dr. Piper’s office, placed three hundred dollars on his desk and said, “We heard your talk last night.  We have talked it over, and this is our answer to your appeal.”  He was astonished at the generosity of the gift and said, “Are you sure you can afford this much?”  They replied, “It is true that our resources are quite limited.  We had saved this money to buy some things that we need.  We could use a new refrigerator, and the old car is getting to the point where it should be traded in for a new one.  But after all, God has been good to us and we can get along.  Those people in Germany need this money much more than we do.  We would rather have the joy of giving it to them.”
      Like Paul’s Macedonians (2 Corinthians 8:3-4) these young Christians begged for the privilege of giving beyond their means.     (T. A. Kantonen)

Prayer: Dear Father, help me to be Your disciple who seeks to do Your will.  Amen.

Blessings on your journey as a steward!
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