Old Testament Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
"Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in
number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
will appoint to this duty. “But we will devote ourselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” SAnd what they
said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ®These they set before the
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

7And the word of God continued to increase, and the
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem,
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the
faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great
wonders and signs among the people. *Then some of those
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and
of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with
Stephen. . . . 2And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers,
hear me. . . .

SlYou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and

ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did,
so do you. $?Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you
have now betrayed and murdered, ¥*you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
*Now when they heard these things they were enraged,
and they ground their teeth at him. **But he, full of the
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **And he said,
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” *’But they cried out
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed
together at him. *¥Then they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at
the feet of a young man named Saul. *And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” ®*And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when
he had said this, he fell asleep.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that
by it you may grow up to salvation— %if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of God chosen and precious, *you yourselves
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. SFor it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put
to shame.” 7So the honor is for you who believe, but for
those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone,” 3and “A stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. '"Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

![Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also. *And you know the way to
where I am going.” “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
%Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you
had known me, you would have known my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” %Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you
so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’? 1'Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells
in me does his works. !'Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the
works themselves.

12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes

in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works
than these will he do, because 1 am going to the Father.
BWhatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. “If you ask me
anything in my name, I will do it.”

About the Cover: Christ, Immanuel (“God with us”), is the “chosen and
precious” cornerstone who holds His whole Church together. The Lord
has fit us, like stones of varying shapes and sizes, into His Church as
living stones solidly built upon Christ. “The gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18). Because Christ is our cornerstone, we know
that His Church will endure to the end.
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5" SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 3 & 7, 2023
Sharing, Believing, Living, Caring

St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church
105 Horn St., Brillion, WI
(920) 756-3031 (Church Office)
(785) 307-1381 (Pastor Cell)
www.stbartbrillion.org

Rev. Joshua Brandmahl, Pastor
Wednesday, Emma Levash, Organist

Pastor Email: sbicpastor@gmail.com
Secretary Email: sblcofficel 05@gmail.com

Hymns: 912, 526, 861, 645, 465

Holy Communion: Members of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod are invited
to receive the Lord’s Supper. Non-members are requested to speak with Pastor
before worship.

THE MEASURE OF OUR LOVE
Attendance 4/26  (Wed): 35 Comm.: 30 Offering: $856.07
Attendance 4/30  (Sun): 67 Comm.: 58 Offering: $2,035.08
Budget Needs: $3,098.21 Scrip Profit 4/30: $19.75
S.S.—6 Staff — 4 B.C.-11

KINGDOM WORK THIS WEEK
WED (5/10)  7:00 p.m. — Worship
7:45 — Elders '
THUR (5/11) 12:30 p.m. — Ladies Aid
SAT (5/13) 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. — Joan Zutz funeral
SUN (5/14)  8:00 a.m. - S.S./B.C.
9:00 a.m. — Worship
6:00 p.m. — Farm & Home 4H
Mother’s Day Rose Sale

IN OUR PRAYERS we remember Harlen Krahn; Fran (father of
Brigette Sonnabend); Alvin Bladow (brother of Roger Bladow),
Vincent Sucivic (grandson of Duane & Karen Loose), Wilfred Boldt,
Julie Boldt, Kay Koffarnus, Jules Clausing (infection), Carol Clausing,
Sandy Haberland, Elaine Zeamer, Lori Krueger, and Terry
Brandenburg.

TODAY’S BULLETINS are sponsored by Steve & Sue Juno.

CONFIRMATION - Congratulations to those who are being
confirmed in their faith: Simon Horn, son of Hank & Kit Horn;
Haylee Brehmer, daughter of Clay & Wendy Brehmer; Kelvin
Gilbertson, son of Steve & Beth Gilbertson; Natalie Krahn, daughter
of Brian & Becky Krahn. May you continue to grow in your faith!

MOTHER’S DAY ROSE SALE will again take place on May 14
Roses are $3 each. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would
like to purchase a rose for Right to Life. You can pick up the rose after
the service on Mother’s Day. Proceeds go to Mother & Unborn Baby
at Appleton and Pro-Life exhibit at the Calumet County Fair. Deadline
is today (Sunday).

ELECTRONIC GIVING - You can now manage your electronic
giving by going to our website www.stbartbrillion.org and clicking the
member resources tab and choose electronic giving and click on the
link. Please note: if you are currently doing electronic giving and want
to manage your account online, you MUST contact the church office
to cancel your current account. If you have any questions with this
please contact the church office.

GRASS CUTTERS - we are looking for volunteers to cut the grass.
You can sign up for a week or a month. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin
board. If you have any questions, please contact the trustees.

MITE BOX — The LWML Mite Box is on the small table in the
narthex for anyone wishing to put their change in throughout the
year. Mites go towards many different grants to help those in need.
There is a list of them by the mite box.

CONFIRMATION AND GRADUATION CARDS are available
in the card room.

OUR STEWARDSHIP LIFE

James 1:17 — “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change.” There are a great many passages
in Scripture which echo this theme: everything good we have is from
God. He loves to give. He loves to bless. He loves to show us generosity
time and again, and He desires that we reflect His love and openhanded
kindness.



