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Welcome 
 

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Opening Sentences 
P Our Lenten journey with Jesus arrives at the cross. 

C We have followed Jesus from the Upper Room to 

Gethsemane. 

P We have followed as Jesus stood trial before the chief priests 

and Pontius Pilate, 

C and we follow Him now to the cross. 

P On the cross, Jesus bore our griefs and carried our sorrows. 

C On the cross, Jesus was pierced for our transgressions and 

crushed for our iniquities. 

P On the cross, Jesus shed His blood for us and for our salvation. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Good Friday is a day where we see our sin most clearly. We 

see our sin heaped upon Jesus as He suffers and dies on the 

cross. We confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 

 

C Dear heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and our 

neighbors in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have 

sinned against You and our neighbors in the things we have 

done and the things we have left undone. O Lord, have 

mercy on us. 
 

P God invites us to see our forgiveness clearly in Jesus. Out of 

His abundant mercy and grace, God gave His Son to die and 

rise for you. Because Jesus shed His blood, we are forgiven. 

Because Jesus endured the cross, we are saved. As a called and 

ordained servant of our crucified Lord, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven by the blood of Jesus. 



 

Kyrie 
P Lord, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

P Lord, have mercy. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You endured the extreme suffering of 

crucifixion, shedding Your blood, so that the world would be 

forgiven. Keep our eyes fixed upon Your cross, where You 

won forgiveness and salvation for the world; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 31 

P In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to 

shame; in Your righteousness deliver me! 

C Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of 

refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me! 

P For You are my rock and my fortress; and for Your name’s 

sake You lead me and guide me; 

C You take me out of the net they have hidden for me, for 

You are my refuge. 

P Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O 

LORD, faithful God. 

C I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, but I trust 

in the LORD. 

P I will rejoice and be glad in Your steadfast love, because You 

have seen my affliction; You have known the distress of my 

soul, 

C and You have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 

You have set my feet in a broad place. 

P Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye is 

wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. 

 



 

C For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with 

sighing; my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my 

bones waste away. 

P Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 

especially to my neighbors, and an object of dread to my 

acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. 

C I have been forgotten like one who is dead; I have become 

like a broken vessel. 

P For I hear the whispering of many—terror on every side!—as 

they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. 

C But I trust in You, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 

P My times are in Your hand; rescue me from the hand of my 

enemies and from my persecutors! 

C Make Your face shine on Your servant; save me in Your 

steadfast love! 

P O LORD, let me not be put to shame, for I call upon You; let the 

wicked be put to shame; let them go silently to Sheol. 

C Let the lying lips be mute, which speak insolently against 

the righteous in pride and contempt. 

P Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, which You have stored 

up for those who fear You and worked for those who take 

refuge in You, in the sight of the children of mankind! 

C In the cover of Your presence You hide them from the plots 

of men; You store them in Your shelter from the strife of 

tongues. 

P Blessèd be the LORD, for He has wondrously shown His 

steadfast love to me when I was in a besieged city. 

C I had said in my alarm, “I am cut off from Your sight.” But 

You heard the voice of my pleas for mercy when I cried to 

You for help. 

P Love the LORD, all you His saints! The LORD preserves the 

faithful but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 

C Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait 

for the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:13–53:12 
13Behold, My servant shall act wisely; He shall be high and lifted 

up, and shall be exalted. 14As many were astonished at you—His 



 

appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and His 

form beyond that of the children of mankind—15so shall He 

sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of 

Him; for that which has not been told them they see, and that 

which they have not heard they understand. 
53:1Who has believed what they heard from us? And to whom has 

the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For He grew up before Him 

like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; He had no 

form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we 

should desire Him. 3He was despised and rejected by men; a man 

of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men 

hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 
4Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was 

wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 

His stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

Him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, and He was 

afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to 

the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

He opened not His mouth. 8By oppression and judgment He was 

taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He was 

cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 

My people? 9And they made His grave with the wicked and with a 

rich man in His death, although He had done no violence, and there 

was no deceit in His mouth. 10Yet it was the will of the LORD to 

crush Him; He has put Him to grief; when His soul makes an 

offering for sin, He shall see His offspring; He shall prolong His 

days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11Out of the 

anguish of His soul He shall see and be satisfied; by His 

knowledge shall the righteous one, My servant, make many to be 

accounted righteous, and He shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore 

I will divide Him a portion with the many, and He shall divide the 

spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul to death and 

was numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, 

and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 



 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only 

Son but delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the 

cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith 

in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 
14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 

the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence 

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need. ... 
5:7In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to 

save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 
8Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what He 

suffered. 9And being made perfect, He became the source of 

eternal salvation to all who obey Him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should 

bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power 

of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for our 

Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and 

redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



 

Holy Gospel John 19:25–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
25Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved 

standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your 

son!” 27Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And 

from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to 

fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine stood 

there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch 

and held it to His mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, 

He said, “It is finished,” and He bowed His head and gave up His 

spirit. 
31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies 

would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath 

was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 

broken and that they might be taken away. 32So the soldiers came 

and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been 

crucified with Him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that 

He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34But one of the 

soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once there came out 

blood and water. 35He who saw it has borne witness—his 

testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that 

you also may believe. 36For these things took place that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of His bones will be 

broken.” 37And again another Scripture says, “They will look on 

Him whom they have pierced.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Behold! The Lamb of God,” John Said (Tune: LSB 432) 

(Cong.) 1 “Behold! The Lamb of God,” John said, 

 “Who takes all sin away.” 

 This Lamb is Christ, who in our stead 

 For sin would mutely pay. 

 “Behold your King!” by Pilate scourged; 

 Sin’s hellish sum on Him converged, 

 While “Crucify!” the hateful urged, Their Savior to betray. 

 

(Choir) 2 The Way—of justice was deprived; 

 The Truth—was overrun; 

 The Life—was all from Christ derived; 

 God glorifies His Son! 

 “I am the Bread of Life,” Christ said; 

 “My sacred blood for all, I shed; 

 Who eats and drinks of Me is fed.” 

 All death by Christ undone. 

 

3 (Men) Christ’s glory is not seen by those 

  Who view God’s Word as dross, 

 (Women) For worldly wisdom never knows 

  How gain could come from loss. 

 (Men) Yet, this the glory of the Christ: 

  His perfect life He sacrificed, 

 (Women) His finished work for all sufficed— 

  Debt canceled on the cross. 

 

(Cong.) 4 May we this holy Lententide 

 Christ’s Passion clearly see; 

 This somber vision will provide 

 The truth that sets us free. 

 Hear John, who speaks of what he knows; 

 Come, follow on the path Christ chose: 

 The cross, the tomb from which He rose 

 In joyous victory! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke; Copyright © 2021 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 

Sermon 



 

Offering and Rite of Friendship 
 

Choir Anthem “Once Upon A Tree” 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P What language shall we borrow 

C to thank Thee, dearest Friend? 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Seven Last Words “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 

 

First Word:  “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not 

what they do.’ And they cast lots to divide his garments” (Luke 

23:34). 

 

(The first candles are extinguished.) 

 

1 Jesus, in Your dying woes, Even while Your lifeblood flows, 

 Craving pardon for Your foes: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Second Word:  “[Jesus] said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today 

you will be with me in Paradise’” (Luke 23:43). 

 

(The second candles are extinguished.) 

 

4 Jesus, pitying the sighs Of the thief, who near You dies, 

 Promising him paradise: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Third Word:  “When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 

he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, 

behold, your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your 



 

mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her to his own 

home” (John 19:26-27). 

 

(The third candles are extinguished.) 

 

7 Jesus, loving to the end Her whose heart Your sorrows rend, 

 And Your dearest human friend: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Fourth Word:  “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 

voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mark 15:34). 

 

(The fourth candles are extinguished.) 

 

10 Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, With our evil left alone, 

 While no light from heav’n is shown: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Fifth Word:  “After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 

finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), ‘I thirst’” (John 19:28). 

 

(The fifth candles are extinguished.) 

 

13 Jesus, in Your thirst and pain, While Your wounds Your lifeblood drain, 

 Thirsting more our love to gain: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Sixth Word:  “When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, ‘It 

is finished,’ and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit” 

(John 19:30). 

 

(The sixth candles are extinguished.) 

 

16 Jesus, all our ransom paid, All Your Father’s will obeyed; 

 By Your suff’rings perfect made: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Seventh Word:  “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, 

‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said 

this he breathed his last” (Luke 23:46). 

 



 

(The seventh candles are extinguished.) 

 

19 Jesus, all Your labor vast, All Your woe and conflict past, 

 Yielding up Your soul at last: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

21 May Your life and death supply Grace to live and grace to die, 

 Grace to reach the home on high: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Closing Reading John 19:41-42 

P 41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, 

and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been 

laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the 

tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

 

The Paschal Candle (symbolizing Christ) is removed from its 

stand (symbolizing the cross), and is taken from the worship area 

(symbolizing Calvary). 
 

The stone is rolled in front of the tomb. 
 

The sound of the strepitus is heard, a harsh noise signifying the 

closing of the tomb. 
 

The Paschal Candle is returned to the chancel area and placed 

near the baptismal font (symbolizing the tomb). 
 

(The congregation, after a silent prayer, leaves the church building 

in silence anticipating the joys of Easter while contemplating the 

solemnity of Good Friday.) 

 

As we leave, the bells are tolled 33 times, once for each year of 

Jesus= life. 

 

The story is not yet over. Come and share the good news yet to 

come at the Festival of the Resurrection at 7 & 9 a.m. on Easter 

Sunday! 
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Easter Sunday 7 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 

 8-9 a.m. Breakfast - Egg bake, French toast, 

 and fruit (free-will donation) 

 9 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 


