
Welcome December 31, 2020 

 

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733 
1 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences LSB 243 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 
P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C and the day is almost over. 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P As we gather in the name of our holy God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - we are 

immediately struck with the reality of our own sinfulness. We stand on the end of the 

old year and the beginning of a new year. In the past twelve months we have 

experienced joy and sorrow. We have stood at the altar to receive the gifts of God and 

we have gathered at weddings, funerals, and committal services, thanking God for 



His temporal and eternal promises. Let us make our confession to God, trusting in 

these very same promises. 

 

C We confess to You, heavenly Father, that we are sinners in Your presence. We 

have sinned against You in many ways, some of which we are aware, and yet 

there are many sins we did not even recognize. Forgive us, Father, not because 

we are worthy, but because we trust in the promises You have made to us in 

Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P God has been faithful in the past and God will be faithful in the future, but in 

particular we are grateful that God is faithful now - hearing our confession and 

granting us forgiveness. His promise to us is that if we confess our sins He hears and 

forgives so that we may be assured and comforted in our hearts. Therefore, we rely on 

this proclamation of the Lord’s forgiveness. I, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to you and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 103:1-5 
P Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

C Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 

P who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

C who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and 

mercy, 

P who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 

commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the New Year, abide 

among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15–17 
15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be 

saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16and you 

said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride 

upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17A thousand shall flee at the 

threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top 

of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 8:31b–39 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 

or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 

regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 12:35–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men 

who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 

open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants 

whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 

for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes 

in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 



coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year LSB 896 
1 Now greet the swiftly changing year With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 

2 Remember now the Son of God And how He shed His infant blood. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 

3 This Jesus came to end sin’s war; This Name of names for us He bore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 

4 His love abundant far exceeds The volume of a whole year’s needs. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 

5 With Him as Lord to lead our way In want and in prosperity, 

What need we fear in earth or space In this new year of grace! 

 

6 “All glory be to God on high, And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 

∆7 God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! To all our pleas incline Your ear; 

Upon our lives rich blessing trace In this new year of grace. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005527 

 

Sermon 
 

Litany 
P Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we enter a New Year, we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we struggle through division, we look to Christ for unity, and we sing to the Lord 

a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 



P As we consider our sins and failures of the past year, we look to Christ for 

forgiveness, and we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we seek to love our neighbors and enemies, we look to Christ for guidance, and 

we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we run the race set before us, we look to Christ for endurance, and we sing to the 

Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we mourn those who have died in the past year, we look to Christ for comfort, and 

we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
P As we lay down our brokenness at the foot of the cross, we look to Christ for victory, 

and we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You 

take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night LSB 899 

1 Across the sky the shades of night This New Year’s Eve are fleeting. 

We deck Your altar, Lord, with light, In solemn worship meeting; 

And as the year’s last hours go by, We raise to You our earnest cry, 

Once more Your love entreating. 

 

2 Before the cross subdued we bow, To You our prayer addressing, 

Recounting all Your mercies now, And all our sins confessing; 

Beseeching You this coming year To keep us in Your faith and fear 

And crown us with Your blessing. 

 

3 We gather up in this brief hour The mem’ry of Your mercies: 

Your wondrous goodness, love, and pow’r Our grateful song rehearses; 

For You have been our strength and stay In many_a dark and dreary day 

Of sorrow and reverses. 

 

4 We now remember, as we pray, Our dear ones in Your caring 

Who brightly shine in endless day, Past death and all despairing. 

At our life’s end, Lord, as Your own, Bring us with them around Your throne, 

The joys of heaven sharing. 

 

5 Then, gracious God, in years to come, We pray Your hand may guide us, 

And, onward through our journey home, Your mercy walk beside us 

Until at last our ransomed life Is safe from peril, toil, and strife 

When heav’n itself shall hide us. 

Text (st. 4): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005527 

 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 

 

 



2 Still through the cloven skies they come With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds The blessèd angels sing. 

 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing. 

 

4 For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing. 

 

Dismissal 
P Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in one true faith unto life everlasting. Go peace and joy. Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

 We thank You heavenly Father for the gift of forgiveness and for the life which You 

have granted to us in the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus. As the one year draws to 

a close and another begins, we have the assurance of Your continued blessings in this 

life for You have granted to us eternal life. Strengthen us in faith that we may trust 

Your guiding hand in the days to come, even as You have shown Your faithfulness 

and love to us in the days past. We thank and praise You in and through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing LSB 922 
1 Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own. 

In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever. 



Go, My children, with My blessing—You are My own. 

 

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace: 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005527 
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