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Welcome 

 

Theme Verse 
P Our theme verse for today is, “And the Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen.  

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God! 

C How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 

brings good news.  

P Who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 

reigns.” 

C When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son.  

P Born of woman, born under the law. 

C To redeem those under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And we have 

seen His glory.  

C The glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth! 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 
1 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!  

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:  

 

Refrain: O Come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

 



3 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P John writes in our gospel lesson, “In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:4-5). Heavenly Father, 

too frequently we live in the darkness of unbelief. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 

P For our sins of the night. 

C For clinging to the darkness. 

P For our secret and hidden sins. 

C For the sins we have done to please ourselves. 

P For the sins we have done to please others. 

C Forgive those sins which we know. 

P And those sins which we do not know. 

C Forgive our sin of apathy. 

P Callous indifference. 

C Failure to protest injustice. 

P Forgive our sin of greed. 

C Giving only what we can spare. Lord, have mercy! Christ, 

have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  

 

P Believe and receive the Gospel! Christ was prophesied. Christ 

was born. Christ was tempted. Christ was arrested. Christ was 

crucified. Christ was raised. Christ did it all for you—for your 

redemption and your restoration; for your salvation and your 

resurrection. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we 

have seen His glory— 

C The glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, You have shined upon us the marvelous light of 

Your incarnate Word Jesus. Grant that His light, kindled in our 

hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

387 Joy to the World LSB 387 vs. 1-2 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings 

good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The 

voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing 

for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break 

forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord 

has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord has 

bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends 

of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Solo “Christmas Day” Jessica Krueger 

 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Mini Message 
 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Refrain 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Refrain 

 

Sermon 
 

370 What Child Is This LSB 370 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

 The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

 Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 The silent Word is pleading. 



Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

 The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

 Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

 The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Christmas Creed 

C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, who sent His Son as my Savior on Christmas Day. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, my Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, adored 

by the Wise Men, who lived to suffer, die, and rise again to free 

me from sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit who has brought me to faith in 

the Christ of Christmas and by whose continuous work in my 

heart I am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures 

of my love and live under Him as my King both now and 

forevermore. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P ... the Word became flesh— 

C And dwelt among us! 

 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 

the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away the 

sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 

 

 

 



3 Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 

Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us A bright eternity.  

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 
1 A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! 

 

Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory  

 And peace to all the earth!” 

 

2 The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. 

Refrain 

 

3 While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. 

Refrain 

 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. 

 Refrain 

 

5 All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. 

Refrain 

 

Dismissal 
P Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in one true faith unto 

life everlasting. Go peace and joy. Amen. 

 

 



Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 

in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God! Burst into songs of joy together. For the 

Lord has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. 

And all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And we have 

seen His glory, the glory of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth! May the Almighty God, Father, T Son and 

Holy Spirit shine on you now and forevermore! 

C Amen. 
 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

 Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation That blessèd Christmas morn. 

Refrain 
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