
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Advent 4 
December 16 & 20, 2020 

7 p.m. & 9 a.m. 
 

St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church 
Brillion, WI 



Welcome 
 

Theme Verse 
P Our theme verse for today is, “The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 

and I will declare your greatness” (Psalm 145:6). 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

C Let us proclaim the name of the Lord and ascribe greatness to our God! 

P He is the Rock, His work is perfect and all His ways are just. 

C He is the God of faithfulness who does no wrong. 

P John came proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

C As it is written in the book of Isaiah the prophet—all flesh shall see the salvation 

of our God! 

 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343 
1 Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

2 God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 

 

3 Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him! Refrain 

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: Refrain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005527 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 
P Moses writes in our first lesson, “I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe 

greatness to our God! The Rock, His work is perfect and all His ways are just. He is 

the God of faithfulness who does no wrong.” Therefore, with contrite and broken 

hearts, we confess our sin. 

C Heavenly Father, we come to You because You are faithful and Your ways are 

just. 

P But we are soiled by sin. 

C Dirty from misdeeds. 

P Grimy from guilt. 

C Lost in a cesspool of selfishness. 

P Though You are faithful, 

C We are faithless. 

P  Though You are just and upright, 

C We can be unjust and dishonest. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, 

have mercy! 

 

P John the Baptist came proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. He pointed to the One who is mightier—Christ Jesus our Lord. Jesus loves you. 

Jesus died for you. Jesus lives for you. And Jesus forgives your every sin. And so we 

say to the world— 

C All flesh shall see the salvation of our God! 

 

346 When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 vs. 1 & 4 
1 When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

4 O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him In His eternal day. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005527 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 



Almighty and everlasting God, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus 

whose birth, baptism, teaching, miracles, death, and resurrection empower us to see 

Your mighty salvation. With the open eyes of faith we thank, praise, serve, and obey 

You; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 32:2–4 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1–4 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1–16 
 

Mini Message 
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

∆5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 



made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 

the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Lord Jesus Christ, You are our Divine Warrior who fights for us. Whether it’s a mere 

skirmish or an all-out assault, the battle belongs to You, Lord. Fear and 

discouragement are not the order of the day; faith and hope are. This gift is for all 

people and so we confess— 

C All flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  

P Lord Jesus Christ, often we feel like Gideon taking on the Midianite army; like David 

standing before Goliath; like Elijah facing 400 prophets of Baal; like Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego in a fiery furnace; like Esther against the Persian 

government. It’s not our competence but Your presence that matters. This gift is for 

all people and so we confess— 

C All flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  

P Lord Jesus Christ, when it seems like evil and terror will triumph, give us eyes to see 

Your power and Your might. When we’re under attack by the seducer, accuser, and 

condemner, let us see Your scars, Your resurrection triumph, and Your all-sufficient 

grace. This gift is for all people and so we confess— 

C All flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  

P Lord Jesus Christ, when we have to confront darkness in broken people and broken 

situations, protect us and empower us through the gospel. When our divided hearts 

wage war inside us and we’re tempted to look for another savior, come to us and 

fight, Jesus, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 



Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You 

take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353 
1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption, Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility. 

 

2 Jesus comes again in mercy When our hearts are worn with care; 

Jesus comes again in answer To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair. 



3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness, Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

 

4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, Shares alike our hopes and fears; 

Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Comforts us in failing years. 

 

331 The Advent of Our King LSB 331 
1 The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 

5 Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 

 

∆6 All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 

 

Dismissal 
P Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in one true faith unto life everlasting. Go in peace and joy. Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benediction 
P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

C For what was delivered to us was of first importance— 

P That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures. 

C That He was buried,  

P That He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

C To the end that—all flesh shall see the salvation of our God!  

 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover And her warfare now is over.” 

 

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many_a day, Now her griefs have passed away; 

God will change her pining sadness Into ever-springing gladness. 

 

3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near, 

Calling sinners to repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; Make the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token That His Word is never broken. 
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