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OFFICIAL ACTS
~    SEPTEMBER   ~

Sadie Lavender Grau
daughter of Tyler and Camille (nee Suwinski) Grau
Born: August 11, 2017   Baptized: September 24,2017

St. Matthew 
Winter Coat 
Collection
sponsored by 
St. Andrews Board for Social Ministry

Deadline: Sunday, November 12

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago, serves many of the
needy in the community.  Coats for men, women, and children are needed for the winter
months.  Please bring coats on hangers and place them on the designated movable coat
rack located in the narthex.  DEADLINE:   Sunday, November 12.   The coats will be
delivered to St. Matthew on Tuesday, November 14.   Thank you!

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

The Board for Social Ministry would like your
help with the annual "Support Our Troops"
program.  
Men and women serving in the United States
military face times of separation from their
families, homes, communities and churches. 
Our committee invites St. Andrews members
to write notes of encouragement and
appreciation (in a Christmas or New Year's
card) to the military names that appear in our
weekly worship bulletin. We ask that you
personalize your notes with their names and
place them in the special container that will be
located in the narthex. The Board for Social
Ministry will then forward your cards and
notes on to the relative/friend who listed their
name. 

Once again, the names of those we regularly
pray for are noted each week in the worship
bulletin.  
 
The collection of cards in the narthex will
begin on Sunday, November 5,  and continue
through Sunday, December 3. Please place
your cards in the red Christmas box marked
"Support Our Troops". If you have any
questions regarding this program, please
contact Social Ministry board member Marion
Hemler at marion2068@comcast.net or
847-299-3924.  

Thank you for your prayers and support of our
Armed Service personnel.



Thank you so very much
Where and how do I even begin to express my thanks for the love and support given to me by the St.
Andrews community during my 27 years in the church office?  My heart overflows with gratitude.

I remember those first days on the job with Pastors Jim Brammeier and Tom Noll in late August of 1990. 
 I was a little nervous, hoping I would do a good job.  Probably most intimidating was the fact that there
would be over 200 proofreaders every weekend with bulletins and newsletters.  But everyone was very
encouraging -- even when “gremlin typos” appeared.

I am thankful  for the wonderful volunteers I have worked with over the years.  The “Ladies of the NET”
come to mind, as they were always cheerful and faithful in their duties as they prepared that monthly
newsletter for bulk mailing -- a daunting task at times! But they considered it a service to their church and
always did it with a smile.  That pertains to all the women who have collated, stapled, and processed
various church mailings, bulletins, and newsletters -- both weekly and monthly.  Thank you!

I am thankful  for the dedicated church and school staff members during my tenure as “church secretary”
-- pastors, music ministers, youth ministers, principals, secretaries, teachers.  They were and are beautiful
examples of servants of Christ and each one offered their unique talents.  God put them in my life so that
I could learn something from them all.  And when my husband, Tom, died so unexpectedly, I could not
have been blessed with a better support team -- they were there for me, every day in every way.  Thank
you!

I am thankful  for the members of St. Andrews ... for their love and support so abundantly given.  I am so
grateful for all the lovely cards, gifts, flowers, candy, and beautiful messages wishing me the best in these
coming retirement years.  I want to especially thank Pastor Matt, Katie Otto, Carla and Wayne Staniec, Judy
and Roland Szkwarek for all the planning they did to make the retirement reception so special for me.  And
the kind and loving reflections expressed by Pastor Matt, Katie, David Christiansen and Gary Kloess truly
touched my heart.  Thank you!

Being a church secretary is very special in that you have the privilege of playing a small part in the
milestones of the lives of church members --  births, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and deaths -- mostly
joyous occasions, and always important family times.  Thank you for the trust you placed in me, both in
glad and sad times.

I’m waiting to see what God has planned for me in this new chapter of my life ... but as always, I’ll see you
in church!  And a blessed Thanksgiving to you and those you love.

Your Sister in Christ,

Adrienne Schlake



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today we are joining with Christians all over the world to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  While the

Reformation obviously covered MANY years and extended both before and After Martin Luther’s lifetime, we look at

the day he is reported to have posted the 95 Theses on the door of the chapel in Wittenberg, where Dr. Luther was

teaching theology.  

It has been a lot of fun to see how people are celebrating this momentous occasion.  I have seen Facebook posts of huge

joint services in other districts, of celebrations at universities, and just last week, I was moved to tears in our own church

as well over 100 of our own St. Andrews Children told us the story of Martin Luther’s life and teaching.

The question we can ask ourselves in the midst of all this celebrating is one Luther asked often – “What Does This

Mean?”  What does it mean for us in this time, and in this place, to carry on the Legacy of the Reformation?  I was struck

by something that Rev. Greg Finke from Texas said at a recent Pastor’s Conference I attended.  He said, “We have 500

years of great training in HOW we are saved because of the Reformation.  But the next 500 years, we should be asking

ourselves “WHY” we have been saved.

I like this question, because it brings my mind back to the basics of what we are celebrating with the Reformation. The

Reformation is about JESUS!  It always has been, and it always will be.  Also, the question WHY we are saved in Christ

makes me think of the verses in Genesis 12, where God calls Abram (soon to be Abraham) and tells him that he will be

blessed in order to be a blessing to others.

This is how we should celebrate the Reformation in our own lives, by being a blessing to others.  Martin Luther said, that

we aren’t saved by our good works, but that doesn’t mean good works don’t matter.  He put it this way, “God doesn’t

need your good works, but your neighbor does.”  This is every bit as much true today as it was 500 years ago.  As

Christians, we should be striving to serve our neighbors, to care for those in need, and to be involved in real life, and real

meaningful conversations with the people around us.  

It might sound kind of corny, but celebrating the Reformation by noticing the people around you, but learning the name

of the person who makes your coffee every morning, by greeting with a smile the other parents at school pick-up, can

open the door for conversation, for relationships, for the chance to share with someone the real love of Christ.   

So let’s celebrate today in church, and keep celebrating out in the world… every day!

Happy Reformation

Pastor Matt Hoffmann



Educating Students to Seek, Serve and Soar

School News - November 2017

 
What has happened so far?  We have been busy …. 

Visiting our community

·Our 7 and 8th-grade class traveled to Concordia University to view “Let the Books Tell the Story: J.S. Bach’s

Bible and Reformation Treasures” to learn more about the Reformation.

·Grace Asien, Adeline Bateman, and Elizabeth Heller were part of the choir for the Reformation Program at

Concordia University in River Forest.  

·Our Kindergarten, first grade, and second-grade students went to visit the farm saw piglets, farm animals and

brought back pumpkins to share with their family. 

Participating in Sports 

Cross Country

·Two members of our Cross Country team, Column McNally (8th grade), and Ashley Gaba (5th grade)

participated in the National Cross Country Meet in Wisconsin.  Column and Ashely, Daniel, Sydney and Lucy all

competed in the State Competition in Bloomington, Illinois.  We are so proud of our PANTHERs.

Volleyball

·Our Varsity Boys Volleyball Team, Johnny, David, Kevin, Connor, Jonathan, Luke, Ryan, Yianni, and Daniel

will be traveling to Springfield to participate in the State Volleyball tournament. Thank you to our coaches, Mr.

Rundblad and Mr. Sender for all that you do for the team.   We will let you know the outcome next month. 

Singing in Music Class

·The students have been singing in church and all participated in a beautiful Children’s Reformation Service. 

Plan on attending the Advent Services. 

Meeting and greeting

·Our PTL just had a wonderful Fall Fest with games, dancing, and crafts for our Preschool- 4th-grade students.

The 5th – 8th-grade students went and played Laser Tag.  What fun!!

News 

What will be happening?

·Parent Teacher Conferences
·Preschool-Prekindergarten-Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast
·Bethlehem Walk 
·Advent Services
·Christmas

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers!

Ms. Laura Boggs 



From the Director of Christian Education....

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH NEWS:

Thanksgiving Dinner

The middle school youth will kick off the “holiday season” by gathering for an early

Thanksgiving dinner on Saturday November 11, following the 5:00 p.m. worship service. We

will plan to meet at the church and worship together before heading out to dinner. The Wolf

Family has graciously offered to host us in their home, so we will travel there together as a group

after church and youth can be picked up from there at 8:15 p.m. 

Please sign up by emailing Katie at dcekatie23@gmail.com by Wednesday, November 8th. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH:

The high school youth continue to meet on Sundays from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m at St. Andrews.

Our November “Brunch and Bible Study” is scheduled for Sunday, November 12.

Meet Katie down in the youth room from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. for breakfast and some time spent in

the Word. 

Katie Otto

mailto:dcekatie23@gmail.com


2017

Niles/Park Ridge

CROP Hunger Walk

A NILES/PARK RIDGE CROP WALK
THANK YOU: Many thanks to all who supported this
year’s Niles/Park Ridge CROP Hunger Walk by
walking, donating to a walker or volunteering their
time and talent at the walk.  The walk generated
roughly $29,000 for Church World Service.  Over
$7,000 of that will go to support our own Maine
Township Food Pantry.  Many participants commented
on how welcoming and well-organized St. Andrews
was as host congregation for the walk.  The Board for
Social Ministry appreciates everyone's kind and
generous support.

16th Annual Bethlehem Walk

It’s Bethlehem Walk scheduling time. If you

would like to reprise your role, try something

new, or help with any of the following: set-

up, erect tents, donate food, work in the

kitchen, pour hot chocolate, help in the

children’s craft tent, or assist with tear down,

please email Susan Bragg: 

susan.bragg@bairdwarner.com with

“BETHLEHEM” in the subject line.

Please consider helping with this unique

outreach to our community. 

Dates are: 12/01 - set-up

12/02-12/03 - Bethlehem Walk

Flyers are also available at the welcome desk!

BRICKS4KIDZ is hosting a Thanksgiving camp!

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church would like you to join them

for a Thanksgiving Break Camp. Each day campers will

build different motorized LEGO models, create

Thanksgiving themed projects, enjoy free play and play

fun games. Each camper will receive a LEGO mini-figure!

Register online NOW!

Camp Schedule:

November 20   9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

Novermbe 21  1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

November 22  9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

Register Online:   www.bricks4kidz.com/476

WOMEN 

OF 

ST.

ANDREWS

The WOSA Bake and Book Sale will take place on
Sunday, November 5, between services in the
Parish Hall (gym).  Please come and have coffee
while you're shopping for wonderful home-made
treats, as well as great reads!  This is our annual
fall fund-raiser.  The congregation has always been
so supportive -- and for that we say "THANK YOU"!

BIBLE CLASS AND QUILTING

We meet for Bible Class and quilting on Tuesdays
at 10:00 a.m. in the social room;  the November
dates are as follows:

November 7 . . . . . . . . . . . Bible Class and Quilting
November 14 . . . . . . . . . . .Bible Class and Quilting
November 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Quilting Only
November 28 . . . . . . . . . . Bible Class and Quilting
*There is no general meeting this month*

As always, everyone is welcome to attend.  Pastor
Matt is taking us through the study of Esther -- very
interesting!  And if you thread a needle or pin
fabric, please join us for the quilting as well. 
Thanksgiving Blessings to all!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To encourage the women of

St. Andrews Lutheran Church of Park Ridge
to take an active, lively interest in the

Kingdom of God and to grow in

St.
Andrews
Retired
Gentlemen

Are you a retired or semi-retired gentleman? 
A special group from St. Andrews meets once a
month for lively conversation and lunch at
various restaurants in the area.  It’s a great way
to have fellowship!  Why not join in on the
second Thursday of the month?  Social hour is
at 11:30 a.m.  –   lunch around noon.  For more
information, call or Chuck Reiner
(847.825.4650).

mailto:susan.bragg@bairdwarner.com
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