
+ 3/19/2023 4TH SUNDAY IN LENT + 

 

545 WORD OF GOD, COME DOWN ON EARTH 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

    Living rain from heav’n descending; 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth 

    Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere You; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 

2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die, 

    Crucified for our salvation, 

Saving Word, the world restoring, 

Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 

3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 

Deaf we are: our healer be; 

    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 



Be our Word in pity spoken, 

Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 

4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 

    One with God beyond all telling, 

Word that sends us from above, 

    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 

Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004356 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



INTROIT Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | 

after:* 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days 

of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to 

inquire in his | temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | 

trouble;* 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will 

lift me high up- | on a rock. 

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies 

all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with | 

shouts of joy;* 

 I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 



 

KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies 

are new every morning; and though we deserve 

only punishment, You receive us as Your children 

and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 

Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14–21 

14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept 

still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a 

woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I will lay waste 

mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I 

will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind  in a way that they do not 

know, in paths that they have not known I will guide 

them. I will turn the darkness before them into light,  the 



rough places into level ground. These are the things I 

do, and I do not forsake them. 17They are turned back 

and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who 

say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 18Hear, you 

deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19Who is 

blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I 

send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as 

the servant of the LORD? 20He sees many things, but 

does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does 

not hear. 21The LORD was pleased, for his 

righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it 

glorious. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 



EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8–14 

 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit 

of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take 

no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the 

things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is 

exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything 

that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) LSB 157 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in 

steadfast love. 



HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from 

birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or 

his parents, but that the works of God might be 

displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who 

sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 

can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light 

of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 

anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 

So he went and washed and came back seeing. . . . 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 

formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the 

Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 



sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, 

and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 

the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 

a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division 

among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, 

“What do you say about him, since he has opened your 

eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . . 

 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, 

and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having 

found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 

it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I 

believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For 

judgment I came into this world, that those who do not 

see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



697 AWAKE, O SLEEPER, RISE FROM DEATH 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 

    And Christ shall give you light; 

So learn His love, its length and breadth, 

    Its fullness, depth, and height. 

 

2 To us on earth He came to bring 

    From sin and fear release, 

To give the Spirit’s unity, 

    The very bond of peace. 

 

3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 

    Who died that He might save; 

With kind and gentle hearts forgive 

    As God in Christ forgave. 

 

4 For us Christ lived, for us He died, 

    And conquered in the strife; 

Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 

    And Christ shall give you life. 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 

Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004356 

 



SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 



     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the 

assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom 

for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 



prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 

to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 



          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 



for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  



Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 

sins. 

Amen. 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

411 I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 



2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004356 

 

421 JESUS, GRANT THAT BALM AND HEALING 

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing 

    In Your holy wounds I find, 

Ev’ry hour that I am feeling 

    Pains of body and of mind. 

Should some evil thought within 

Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 

    Show the peril, and from sinning 

    Keep me from its first beginning. 

 

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation 

    Fascinate my sinful mind, 



Draw me to Your cross and passion, 

    And new courage I shall find. 

Or should Satan press me hard, 

Let me then be on my guard, 

    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” 

    That the tempter flee confounded. 

 

3 If the world my heart entices 

    With the broad and easy road, 

With seductive, sinful vices, 

    Let me weigh the awful load 

You were willing to endure. 

Help me flee all thoughts impure 

    And to master each temptation, 

    Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 

4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me 

    By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 

When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, 

    Granting new life to my soul. 

Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 

Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 



    For Your all-atoning passion 

    Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, 

    Grant that in Your death I trust, 

Knowing death has lost its power 

    Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony 

Ever help and comfort me; 

    When I die be my protection, 

    Light and life and resurrection. 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

424 O CHRIST, YOU WALKED THE ROAD 

1 O Christ, You walked the road 

    Our wand’ring feet must go. 

You faced with us temptation’s pow’r 

    And fought our ancient foe. 

 

2 No bread of earth alone 

    Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 

Lord, help us seek Your living Word, 

    The food Your grace imparts. 



 

3 No blinding sign we ask, 

    No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone 

    In Your unswerving love. 

 

4 When lures of easy gain 

    With promise brightly shine, 

Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; 

    Our wills with Yours align. 

 

5 O Christ, You walked the road 

    Our wand’ring feet must go. 

Stay with us through temptation’s hour 

    To fight our ancient foe. 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004356 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which 

You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 



A light to reveal You to the nations and the 

glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE 

DARKNESS 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 

    Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 

    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms, and feeding thousands 

    With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the One who drove out demons 

    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 



    To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this Well comes living water, 

    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

    That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

    Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, 

    Praise the One who makes us one. 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004356 
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