
Prayer for Renewal of Witness 

P Lord, we pray that you will open our lives so that we may witness to the hope that is in us. Give to us the joyous 
tongue of a surprised Nathanael, who expressed his faith with the words: 

C "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel." 
  

P Give us the humble tongue of John the Baptizer, who pointed away from himself and expressed his faith with the 
words: 

C "Look, the Lamb of God!" 
  

P Give us the stubbornly insistent tongue of the man born blind, who, in the face of scoffers, expressed his faith with 
the words: 

C "Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing." 

  

P Give us the trusting tongue of Martha, who, in spite of grief, expressed her faith with the words: 

C "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." 
  

P Give us the convinced tongue of Thomas, who laid aside his doubts and expressed his faith with the words: 

C "My Lord and my God!" 
  

P Give us the bold tongue of Peter and John, who, before those who wanted to silence their witness, expressed their 
faith with the words: 

C "We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 
  

P Give us also the helping hands of Dorcas, whose expression of faith through selfless serving became a miracle, 

C And your name was made "known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord." 
  

P Help us, Lord, to express our faith 

C By doing our daily work as something we do for you; by playing in a way that makes a joyful noise to you; 
by treating our parents, children, spouse, friends, and even our enemies in ways that show your love. 

  

P Help us to receive the power to be witnesses, Lord, for we look to the day when 

C At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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March 16, 2022 Lent Midweek 3 
 
WELCOME to the third of our midweek Lenten services. We pray that 
our gracious God will bless you richly in your worship as you are 
strengthened by his Word. Tonight we consider Lent as a time for renewal 
of witness. Please join us every Wednesday in Lent and throughout Holy 
Week according to the schedule below. 
 

Lent: A Time for Renewal 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 2 
A Time for Renewal of Servanthood (Matthew 20:26) 

 

Lent Midweek 2, March 9 
A Time for Renewal of Obedience (1 Peter 5:6) 

 

Lent Midweek 3, March 16 
A Time for Renewal of Witness (Matthew 10:32-33) 

 

Lent Midweek 4, March 23 
A Time for Renewal of True Religion (Matthew 23:4) 

 

Lent Midweek 5, March 30 
A Time for Renewal of Priorities (1 John 2:15-17) 

 

Lent Midweek 6, April 6 
A Time for Renewal of Godly Fear (Romans 5:15) 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 
A Time for Renewal of Christian Unity (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

Good Friday, April 15 
A Time for Renewal of Faith (Romans 3:24-25) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
A Time for Renewal of Hope (Psalm 130:7) 



Mark 14:66-72 
 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 
high priest came, and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and 
said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it, saying, 
“I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the 
gateway and the rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began 
again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he 
denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But he began to 
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom 
you speak.” And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Responsory 

P We have been in the courtyard also, Lord, just as Peter was. 
Opportunities presented themselves to witness to our faith, and like 
Peter, we were silent. 

C We fear what people will think—that we are fanatics, that we are 
somehow different. We are different, aren't we, Lord? And yet 
we hesitate. 

  

P We hesitate because we don't know what to say. What if we don't say 
it correctly or we come on too strong? What if they don't agree? 

C We forget to put our trust in you and let your words become our 
words. 

  

P And sometimes our witness is lost because our lives speak louder 
than our words, and no one would guess that we are your followers. 

C At other times our words get in the way of your Word, for we 
speak angry words or foul words or hurtful words, and then no 
one will hear the Word of life from our lips. 

  

P This is why we are here tonight, O Lord. We need to be renewed for 
witness. 

C Save us, O Lord. Open my lips, and my mouth will declare your 
praise. 
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