Heroes of the Faith
Service for the Fifth Week in Lent-March 25, 2020

“By Faith Joseph”
Opening Sentences
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
(Hebrews 13:7-8)
Amen.
By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in
worship over the head of his staff.
By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.
(Hebrews 11:21-22)
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might and come to save
us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its
branches.
It sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be
saved!
(Psalm 80:1–3, 8–11, 19)

Hymn
“For Me to Live Is Jesus”
1
For me to live is Jesus, To die is gain for me;
So when my Savior pleases, I meet death willingly.
2
For Christ, my Lord, my brother, I leave this world so dim
And gladly seek another, Where I shall be with Him.
3
My woes are nearly over, Though long and dark the road;
My sin His merits cover, And I have peace with God.
4
Lord, when my pow’rs are failing, My breath comes heavily,
And words are unavailing, O hear my sighs to Thee.
5
In my last hour, O grant me A slumber soft and still,
No doubts to vex or haunt me, Safe anchored in Thy will;
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6
And so to Thee still cleaving When death shall come to me,
I fall asleep believing And wake in heav’n with Thee!
First Reading
God’s Good Purposes; The Death of Joseph
Genesis 50:15-26
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Please
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place
of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for
you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. So Joseph
remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 110 years. And Joseph saw
Ephraim’s children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of
Manasseh were counted as Joseph’s own. And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to
die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God
will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” So Joseph died, being
110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading
Stephen’s Speech
Acts 7:1b-16
And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Go out
from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ Then he
went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God
removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. Yet he gave him no
inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him as a possession
and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. And God spoke to this effect—that
his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them
and afflict them four hundred years. ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God,
‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ And he gave him the
covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised
him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve
patriarchs. “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with
him and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. Now
there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers
could find no food. But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our
fathers on their first visit. And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his
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brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. And Joseph sent and summoned
Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. And Jacob went down into
Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in
the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Responsory
(Psalm 59:1)
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
Sermon

“By Faith Joseph…”

Remain seated

Hebrews 11:21-22

Hymn
“We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight”
1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No gracious words we hear
From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, But we believe Him near.
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2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor follow where He trod;
But in His promise, we rejoice And cry “My Lord and God!”
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; And may our faith abound
To call on You when You are near And seek where You are found.
4 For You, O resurrected Lord, Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word, Beneath the bread and wine.
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In realms of clearer light
We may behold You as You are, With full and endless sight.
Magnificat
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

(Psalm 141:2)

P: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
C: For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessèd.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.
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P:

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the
lowly.
C: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty
away. He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as
He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.
(Luke 1:46-55)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Offering

(Please sign and pass the Friendship Register from the center end of each pew.)

Kyrie

Lord’s Prayer
P: O Lord, hear my prayer.
C: And let my cry come to You.
Collect for Peace
P: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set
to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus & Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn
“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”
1
All praise to Thee, my God, this night For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, Beneath Thine own almighty wings.
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2 Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and Thee, I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.
3 Teach me to live that I may dread The grave as little as my bed.
Teach me to die that so I may Rise glorious at the awe-full day.
4 Oh, may my soul in Thee repose, And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make To serve my God when I awake!
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, No pow’rs of darkness me molest.
6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Public domain
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