Heroes of the Faith
Service for the Fourth Week in Lent-March 18, 2020

2nd “By Faith Abraham”

Opening Sentences
P:
C:
P:
C:

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the Word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:7-8)
Amen.

P:

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises, was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”
He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.
(Hebrews 11:17-19)
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name; make known His deeds among the
peoples!
Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His wondrous works!
He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He commanded, for a thousand
generations,
the covenant that He made with Abraham, His sworn promise to Isaac,
which He confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant,
saying,
“To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an
inheritance.”
(Psalm 105:1–2, 8–11)

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Hymn
“The Lamb”
1 The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain
ref
Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering.
The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As wayward sheep their shepherd kill
So still, His will On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain
4 He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness.
He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain
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He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now overflows.
His song prolong Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain
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First Reading

The Sacrifice of Isaac

Genesis 22:1–18

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here
am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall
tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted
up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in
his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide
for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said,
“Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in
a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” And the
angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate
of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because
you have obeyed my voice.”
E:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
Abraham rejoiced to see my day
John 8:48-59
The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have
a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you
dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge.
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Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said
to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you
say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater than our father
Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” Jesus
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of
whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say
that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word.
Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the
Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones
to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
P:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory
(Psalm 59:1)
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
Sermon

“By Faith Abraham…

Remain seated

Hebrews 11:17-19

Hymn
“We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight”
1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No gracious words we hear
From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, But we believe Him near.
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor follow where He trod;
But in His promise, we rejoice And cry “My Lord and God!”
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; And may our faith abound
To call on You when You are near And seek where You are found.
4 For You, O resurrected Lord, Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word, Beneath the bread and wine.
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In realms of clearer light
We may behold You as You are, With full and endless sight.
Magnificat
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense,

3

LSB #720

C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
(Psalm 141:2)
P: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
C: For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessèd.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.
P:

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the
lowly.

C: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty
away. He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as
He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.
(Luke 1:46-55)

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Offering

(Please sign and pass the Friendship Register from the center end of each pew.)

Kyrie

(LSB 233)

Lord’s Prayer
P: O Lord, hear my prayer.
C: And let my cry come to You.
Collect for Peace
Benedicamus & Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P:

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn
“God loved the world so that He gave”
1
God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive.
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2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.
3 God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.
5 If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith.
6 Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!
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