St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church New Kingstown, PA November 2016

We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.

Jeremiah 31:33
33

But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people.
Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ.
October 31, 2016 begins the year of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. In 1517 Luther wrote a document that included statements that read, “The Bible is
the central religious authority and that humans may
reach salvation only by their faith and not by their
deeds”. These statements began a lifetime of Martin
Luther defending the authority of the Bible and the
sovereignty of God. You know most of the history of
your faith.
Over the next year, we will be commemorating this
anniversary year with a variety of special programs,
bible studies, guest speakers, and a diversity of activities for all ages of our congregation. You are invited
to make suggestions, participate, and lead any of the
activities. I am looking forward to being with and
among you and hear your stories of faith. I invite each
of you to talk with me and to write down any stories
so that we can make a record of them to share with
one another and our future members as we reminisce
about how our faith, values, family interactions have
grown through our commitment to and the teachings
of the church. We have much to share with one another.
For Martin Luther, it was his faith’s desire that all per-

sons (humans as he called us future generations)
should be able to live and express our thoughts and
prayers and gratefulness to God’s unconditional love
and grace. Our brother in faith, Martin, was willing to
use all that he had attained and learned to witness to
the truth of the Word of God, and to place the Holy
Scriptures in the hands of all people. For us, it is our
duty and our joy to celebrate and give praise for all
things, which is why we will be celebrating for the
next 12 months. You are encouraged to join any of
the committees of the church – new ones, ones you
have served on before, and any one you are curious
about. Imagine the growth of your skills, your faith,
and your friendships when you work with people, and
things, and topics you had not attempted before.
Think of the conversations you can have with people
you may not have worked with before as a member of
a team you are learning about for the first time. And
even if it is an old group you are rejoining, think of the
opportunities to witness and grow your faith their
faith, the church’s mission as you work together. It
does not matter how large or how small the project or
task, what matters is your hands and hearts doing
God’s work for the people of God. St. Stephen is
known as a blessing to others. As Martin Luther
sought to transform the faith life of each of us with his
recounting the lessons he had learned through the
scriptures, let us here seek to transform the lives of
those who have not heard the Word of God. Let our
evangelism be the spreading of the Word through who
we are and what we can accomplish together. In the
words of the "Battle Hymn of the Reformation" (1529),
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Pastor’s Pen (continued)
“A Mighty Fortress”:
That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours, thru him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; God's truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever.
See you at the annual Congregational Dinner and Meeting, November 20, 1016.
Your sister servant in Christ,

Pastor Lewis

Leadership Ledger
Council met on Tuesday, October 10th, 2016
The following actions were taken:
Council approved a request to establish a temporary
fund for $2,500 for use by the Call Committee to
cover necessary travel and lodging for candidates.
The $2,500 will be transferred from the Investment
Interest Fund.
Additionally …

Council will also be requesting Annual Reports from
each of the committees to showcase how they have
achieved their goals and their other accomplishments
and activities from the year.
Council also discussed inviting each of the committees to attend a Community Meal event and serve as
hosts, welcoming and mingling with those who attend
from outside our congregation. Look for more information to come.

Council is preparing for the Annual Congregational
Meeting, November 20th.

Council discussed services for Christmas and New
Year’s Day. This year is a bit different as both holiCouncil reviewed the budget drafted by Finance. We days fall on a Sunday. In light of that, there will only
be one service at 9:30 on both Christmas Day and
have a solid draft at this point. There are a few remaining items that Finance is following up on before New Year’s Day. We will have our standard 3 services on Christmas Eve.
Council can vote to approve.
Council discussed Council membership for next year.
Bill Rowe, Frank Roberto and Cheryl Neidig have
completed their 3 year term. Unfortunately, due to
other commitments Bill and Frank are unable to rerun
for another term. Cheryl has graciously agreed to run
for another 3 year term. We still need additional candidates. Ideally, the congregation would have a nice
variety of choices to bring new insights into our
Council discussions. Please prayerfully consider
serving on Council next year. It is sure to be an exciting year as we anticipate calling our new pastor next
year.

Finally, Council is also planning a retreat for the new
year. In lieu of our regular January meeting, we will
be meeting for a one day retreat at St. Paul’s in Enola
for a planning session.
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 20th immediately following 2nd
service. Please bring a pot-luck dish to share.
As always, you are encouraged to talk to Pastor Lewis
or any Council member about any of the items above
or join us for any meeting.

Have you seriously considered serving on Church Council? …”Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves
me, the Father will honor.” John 12:25-26
New Spirit November 2

Evangelism
2017 Community Meals – A Host of Opportuni es
We members of St. Stephen still have a couple of months until we celebrate the new year, November 27 for the start of the new church year and January 1 for the start of the new calendar year. However, many of our various ministry groups have been planning ahead for the
upcoming year’s ministry projects and activities.
The Congregational Council, too, is looking and listening ahead to discern what God is calling
us to do in our parish and the community. One evangelical activity that we will be continuing
throughout 2017 is the Community Meal program; we are asking our parish members for help
to continue enriching this monthly event.
The Congregational Council is asking each committee/group of the parish to host one of these
meals. Please note, we are not asking groups to cook the meal or to develop any kind of
elaborate program; we have a superb group of cooks
who
know how and what to prepare, and we will continue to
arrange
for the activity part of the meal. What we are asking is
that
your cadre of ministers be present at the meal and spend
some
time interacting with the folks from the community who
gather
with us at these meals. Yes, we can certainly make
some
brief announcements about our programming (e.g. inviting
folks to SCS or enlisting some help for a special committee
project, etc.), but it is not necessary. We see these meals as ways to engage more folks and to
offer some opportunities for people who might be looking for something to do.
We are not limiting this opportunity to just official parish committees. Perhaps a Sunday
Church School class could host a meal; maybe a family would enjoy serving as hosts for an
evening; possibly the choir could sit and eat and talk with our guests and then offer an informal mini-recital of some favorite anthems or songs.
We are hopeful that all parish folks will see these meals as settings for one-to-one evangelism
with those who hunger for the Word and for those who, in response to God’s Grace through
Jesus Christ, desire to share the Word.
Please let me, any other Congregational Council member, or Pastor Lewis know of your interest in being a part of this wonderful community activity.
Shalom,
- Lloyd Sheaffer
for the St. Stephen Congregational Council

New Spirit November 2016 (3)

El Salvador
THREE NEW SALVADORAN SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

In early September we began
Jessica Meja de Toledo. She
at Lutherano University in
“work for dignity and husocial reasons have been
need which are many.”

A couple of weeks later we reAlexander. He is part of a
mother and grandmother and
challenged brother. He has no
of Technology in Sonsonate.
engineering technician.

Claudia Flores, a former St.
recipient, and now English
requests financial assistance
graduating from high school
to earn a Bachelor’s degree
with his sister, Alexandra.
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providing financial support to
is finishing her theology studies
San Salvador. Her goal is to
manity of all those who, for
excluded .in communities in

ceived a request to help Javier
family of seven headed by his
including a severely physically
resources to attend ITSO, Institute
He wishes to become an electrical

Stephen’s scholarship
teacher in San Miguel,
for her son, Henry. He will be
and wishes to attend university
in English. He is pictured here

Education
One Synod One Book Study
December 1, 8, 15 and January 5, 12, 19
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Courageous. Trailblazing. Diverse. Action-oriented.
When people think of the various Christian churches,
those words might not be ones they attach to the Lutherans—but they should be! Yes, we have roots in northern
Europe, but Lutherans offer liberating insights into Christian faith, encompass a worldwide reach, and tell a story
that goes back 500 years while pointing to the future.
This book takes us on a journey across this broad landscape of faith and time. Over two dozen gifted writers—
scholars, pastors, leaders, activists—paint a colorful map
for this journey. Newcomers will find intriguing entry
points, and lifelong Lutherans will discover new dimensions. Whether it’s a passion for a grace-filled theology,
worship and music that lift spirits, or a deep concern for wholeness and justice,
Lutherans are engaged in the world.
Join us for an in-depth look at the book on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Parlor
throughout December and January.
Please fill out an order form (available in the bulletin and online) and place it
along with your $10 payment in the Educational Ministries mailbox by Sunday,
November 6. Note: the Educational Ministries Committee wants to make sure
everyone who’d like to participate can, regardless of their ability to pay. If the
cost of the book will keep you from participating, please let Laura Wills know
and we’ll be happy to cover the cost of your book for you.
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Stewardship
A Message from your Stewardship Team
Thank you for all the support for the mission and ministries of St. Stephen! Because of you, this year we have been able
to continue the Community Meals, send
disciples to camp, help those in need in
the surrounding area, pay our staff, have
heat and air conditioning, have education
classes for adults, youth, and the community, support New Hope Ministries and
Project Share. How many more ministries
can you name? Your uses of the time, talents and treasures that God has entrusted
to you have made a difference at St. Stephen and around the world.

your life so you can give more money to
the ministries of St. Stephen?
In a recent Living Lutheran issue, Bishop
Dunlap wrote to us about giving of our
treasures. It is included in this newsletter.
Please read it, discuss it with your spouse,
and prayerfully consider its message. The
Malachi challenge asks us to grow in our
giving, with 10% being the eventual goal.
Most of us can’t do it in one year, but we
can make a plan with tithing as our goal.
Start off giving 1% or 2% additional, or $5
to $10 a week extra. The ultimate goal is
for us to make the commitment to increase our giving.

As the annual congregational meeting,
and the passing of a budget for 2017 draw
How much do love St. Stephen? How
near, please consider all of the above.
much of a difference is St. Stephen makThe future of St. Stephen is at stake.
ing in our community? What would happen if St. Stephen closed its doors? The Stewardship Team
Would you miss your church family? Marla Hansen, Le Ewell, Pastor Lewis
Would the community miss St. Stephen?
These are serious questions that have serious answers. And these questions need
to be considered and answered truthfully
by every member of this congregation.
We have operated at a deficit 12 of the
past 16 years. Do you know where the
money comes from to make up the difference? Right now we have $45,540 in the
reserve account, and $9,371 in the interest account. These two accounts are
used to pay our deficit. Wouldn’t it be nice
if we had income to meet our budget each
year? What are you willing to sacrifice in
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Stewardship
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Stewardship
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Stewardship
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Youth and Family Ministry
Koinonia at Trindle Spring – 11/13
Children and youth in grades K-12 and their families are invited to a special evening of fellowship and formation at Trindle Spring Lutheran Church (14 State Rd, Mechanicsburg) from 5:00 to 7:00pm on Sunday,
November 13. Koinonia, which is Greek for “fellowship” or “communion,” is Trindle Spring’s monthly educational gathering, and this month they extend the invitation to all of the Mechanicsburg area congregations.
Following a delicious dinner, we’ll break into age-based groups for formational activities and discussions.
Please sign up by emailing Katie Swartz at growinfaithmburg@gmail.com if you plan to attend so that we
can prepare the dinner, but come even if you don’t sign up!
Sunday Afternoon Hike at Kings Gap – 11/6
Families of all ages are invited to join us for an afternoon hike on Sunday, November 6 to enjoy the beauty of
God’s creation in the fall and get one last good dose of the outdoors before winter begins. This is a cooperative event with Trindle Spring, St. Mark, and Trinity Lutheran church. The hike will last approximately 90
minutes and will cover between 1.5 and 2 miles of uneven terrain with a few stops along the way for educational discussion. Wear sturdy shoes, bring water, and meet at 1:45 by the flagpole outside the CameronMasland Mansion (500 Kings Gap Rd, Carlisle). The hike will begin at 2pm and end around 3:30. Plan to
stick around to explore the Mansion and gardens that are open for self-guided tours.

H.U.G
HUG is still alive! We will be having our annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 6 from
6:30pm to 9:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. As always, please bring an ornament and either a covered dish or dessert to share. Freda will provide a sign-up sheet on the “plugged in” bulletin board.
Stay tuned for more details. Call Leslie or Freda for more information.

Thank-You

New Spirit November 10

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Richard Sanchez
Jean Wiest
Marion Morrison
Ma)hew McCormick
Lana Kuhn
Jane Tracey
Dennis Weigel II
Marla Hansen

Greg & Barb Foxx
Brian & Marcy Posey
Glenn & Jean Gross

3-Nov
4-Nov
9-Nov
10-Nov
11-Nov
11-Nov
14-Nov
16-Nov

1-Nov
1-Nov
8-Nov

Bonnie Baim
Chick Denison
Harold Bower
Josephine DeHaas
Greg Foxx
Butch Rowe
Sally Rowe

Bill & Ester Phelps
Ken & Carol Clelland
Jennifer & Doug Batcheler
Daniel & Beth Atkins

18-Nov
22-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov

19-Nov
24-Nov
25-Nov
26-Nov

Lord, Hear our Prayers
If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org

Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Hen Yohn

Health issues—Keep On!

Hospital Admissions
Please let the church office and/or Pastor Lewis know when you or a loved one becomes a patient in the hospital or other health care facility. Federal HIPAA regulations do not permit health care providers to release personal information such as this
without your expressed permission and none of the area health care facilities contact
us about your admission. A phone call to either the church office (766-2168, during
Office Hours) or to the Pastoral Care number (717-579-5209, at any time) will help
the Pastor respond to you with care, prayer, and support.
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Daryl Gochenaur*
Ja ‘Net Grey

Larry & Laura
Treaster

Earl Bock*
Victoria Bock
Bob Hansen
Frank Roberto

Frank & June
Roberto

Daryl Gochenaur*
Ja ‘Net Grey

Ron & Brenda
Kimmell

Ushers

Greeter

Counters

Altar Guild

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Julie Grove

Alan Gamble

Communion

Marty & Bonnie
Baim

Daryl Gochenaur*
Ja ‘Net Grey

Crystal Houser

Lynne Immell

Lynne
Immell

Crystal Houser

Sara Houser

Pa)y & Ryan Haggerty
Bob Hansen

Bob Hansen

Bob Hansen

Pa)y & Ryan Haggerty

Earl & Lorraine
Bock

Earl Bock*
Victoria Bock
Bob Hansen
Frank Roberto

Art Grove

Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Bob Hansen

Jenna Gordon

10:45 am

November 20
8:00 am

Ron & Brenda Kimmell

Ira & Le
Ewell

Earl Bock*
Victoria Bock
Bob Hansen
Frank Roberto

Carol Clelland

Julie Grove

Pa)y & Ryan Haggerty

Beth Lengel

Julie Grove

Crystal Houser

Assis=ng
Minister

Greg John

Paule)e
Krewson

Art Grove

Beth Lengel

Tom Burson

Lynne Immell

Stacy
Schroeder

Randy Neidig

David Herb

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

Sara Houser

Cantor

Lector

Acolyte

8:00 am

10:45 am

November 13

8:00 am

November 6

Freda
Wentz
Leslie Menear

Earl Bock*
Victoria Bock
Bob Hansen
Frank Roberto

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Ma)
Schroeder

Julie Grove

David Herb

10:45am

Bob Hansen

Pa)y & Ryan Haggerty

Sherri Rudacille
Sue Rodgers

Daryl Gochenaur*
Ja ‘Net Grey

Caroline Sheaﬀer

Maxine
Montgomery

Roger Immell

David Herb

8:00am

November 27
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28
6:00p Boy Scouts

27
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

14
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

21
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

13
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

7
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

20
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship
12:00p Annual Congregational
Meeting

Worship
Legacy Workshop
Worship
Dulcimer’s practice

6
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

29
10:00a Bible Study

22
9:00a The Breakfast Club
10:00a Bible Study

15
10:00a Bible Study

30
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

23
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

16
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

9
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

2
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

1
10:00a Bible Study
7:00p Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

8
10:00a Bible Study
7:00p Stewardship Committee Meeting

WED

TUE

Quilting

Quilting

24 Thanksgiving Day
9:00a Quilting

17
9:00a Quilting
9:00a West Shore Clergy
Conference

10
9:00a

3
9:00a

THU

25

18

11

4

November 2016
FRI

26

19
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
5:00p Community Meal

12

5
9:00a Education Committee Meeting
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club

SAT

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org
Return Services Requested

SAVE THE DATE!!! Annual Congregational Meeting - Sunday, November 20th
after the second service
The meeting will occur immediately following the pot-luck brunch. Reviewing our
accomplishments, discussing our challenges and determining funding for 2017 are
important tasks, and we pray for your participation.
Additionally this year, Council decided to support the Synod’s “Always Being Made New” Capital
Campaign for the ELCA in conjunction with our annual Congregational meeting. We will be giving
thanks for the ministry God is doing in our congregation, and throughout the world. We will share
stories of lives being changed through the work of our Church. We will also be collecting an offering
for the synod to be used toward these goals

Worship Opportunities in November

Interim Pastor
Pastor Rochelle Lewis
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager
Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

November 6
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

Youth & Family Ministries Director

November 13
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
4:00pm Rejoicing Spirits

youth@StStephenLC.org
Organist & Choir Director
Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org
Custodian
Michael Wogan
Website
http://www.StStephenLC.org
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November 20
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
12:00pm Annual Congregational Meeting
November 27
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

