St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church New Kingstown, PA September 2016

We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.
Romans 8:12-17
12

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to
the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of
God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”, it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer
with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ.

keep St. Stephen active and moving forward. From
my view as a newcomer into your Christian Family,
you are doing a good job of meeting the needs of the
family of St. Stephen and the community surrounding
her as well.
There are a number of positive and visible activities
that send the message out that “We are here and we
are doing well.” We will keep sounding that message
and doing the work that it takes to be the heirs of the
Kingdom here in New Kingstown. It goes without
saying, or maybe it needs to be said that we have work
to do inviting others into our congregation. Make no
mistake, it is hard, gritty, sometimes unrewarding
work that needs done. We have a few committees that
will need additional volunteers to assist in the work
that we identify as necessary. I will be contacting you
personally to ask that you join specific committees to
enhance their labors on behalf of the church.
Yes, I have heard the “I’ve been doing this for a while
and need a break” conversations. I agree - you need a
break, but I will simply ask – “Not now.” You have
been blessed with many gifts. St. Stephen needs you
and the specific ministry skills you have at hand. It
may be that you are needed to help lead and teach
your skills to new volunteers, or maybe just change
hats for a short time. But everyone is needed. If you
feel you have skills in specific areas and are willing to
assist, don’t wait for my call, call me. I say thank you
and you are a blessing.
I look forward to working together with you and we
move toward the changing future of St. Stephen.

Thank you for your generous and warm welcome. I
look forward to getting to know you and the
congregation of St. Stephen, and I am heartened by the
positive energy I have experienced in my brief time
among you.
I am sending out praises to the church Council for the
initial work being done to form the Call Committee
for the new Pastor of St. Stephen. It takes the efforts
from every level of every member of the church to
create an atmosphere of invitation, welcome, and
openness to the work of the Holy Spirit as this new
journey begins. The future for St. Stephen is before us
as we undertake this journey of faith and trust in the
Council, the Call Committee, and in the Congregation.
The best is ahead of us and we need to be open to all
that it means.
Your sister servant in Christ,
As the warmth of summer begins to wane and we take
up our yokes of service and mission ministry, I invite Pastor Lewis
each of you to reflect on the tasks you currently do to
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Leadership Ledger
Council met on Monday, August 8th 2016
The following actions were taken
•

•

•
•

Approved a $5,000 transfer from the Investment
Interest account to Mike Lengel’s seminary account. This is Mike’s senior year.
Approved continued use of our facilities for Easter Seals of Western & Central PA for their “Focus
4 Fitness” program serving those in our area with
disabilities.
Additionally …
Council discussed the upcoming selection of a
Call Committee to lead us in discernment of our
needs as a congregation as we prepare for a new
pastor.
• Council requests you prayerfully consider
serving on the Call Committee.
• It is probably the single most important contribution you can make to the congregation.
• The choices made throughout the process will
drive the future, spirit and effectiveness of our
church.
• You are guaranteed to have a deeper understanding of our congregation and your fellow
call committee members.
• There is no experience necessary, Pastor Sharron Blezard from the synod office and Pastor
John Brock, the Dean of the West Short Con-

Dear St. Stephen Congregation,
Now that we have said our final farewells to Pastor
Caitlin as our pastor, I wanted to take a moment to
remind you of the “Covenant of Closure” document
signed by Council on behalf of the congregation. The
document is available for your review in the office,
but in summary, the 2 page document defines the expectations for the relationships between former pastors and their former congregations.
Former pastors and their former congregations are to
sever their relationship in all matters of the congregation including issues related to pastoral care, participation in church events, or other matters of the church
(e.g., administration, finance). It is also expected that
we will continue to speak well of our former pastors,
and interpret everything they have done in the best
possible light. As we should be doing with each other, always.
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•

•

ference will be there to facilitate and answer
questions every step of the way.
• It is expected that the commitment, at least
initially, will be 3-4 hours a week.
• And the Bishop has made some changes to the
process. The average time to call a new pastor
is about 12 months.
• If you are interested in serving on the Call
Committee or learning more, please contact
myself, Pastor Lewis or any member of Council.
• It is our goal to have a committee selected before our next Council meeting on September
12th.
Stewardship Committee and Council invite you to
mark your calendars for a stewardship event with
a presentation from Pastor Liz Polanzke after 2nd
service on Sunday, October 2nd. Lunch will be
provided. You can sign-up in Fellowship Hall in
starting in September.
And finally, plan to attend our Rally Day Picnic
this year after 2nd service on Sunday, September
11th.

As always, you are encouraged to talk to Pastor Lewis
or any Council member about any of the items above
or join us for any meeting.

This does not imply that personal friendships and non
-pastoral relationships are in any way impacted.
If you have any questions about this or need further
guidance on this covenant, please see me or any member of Council.
I am excited as we begin focusing on our new future
together, as we eagerly prepare to discern our needs
as a congregation and prepare our hearts and minds to
be open in the direction God is calling us.
As we welcome Pastor Lewis, I ask that you continue
to please pray for her, Council, and those that will
serve on our Call Committee. And please pray for
each other.
Rose Hlavac
Council President

Welcome Pastor Lewis
The Reverend Rochelle E. Lewis,
native Pennsylvanian, born in Southwestern PA, has
resided with her
parents,
siblings,
and son in the Susquehanna
Valley
since 1972. Often
joking that her family came to the Susquehanna
Valley
with the Agnes Hurricane and Flood, Pastor Lewis has always followed God’s direction for her
life. Undergraduate education began at CarnegieMellon University, Pittsburgh, PA. Pastor Lewis
received her Masters of Human Services from
Lincoln University in 1992 and an M. Div. from
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia in May of 2002. Her education has spanned
the state, gifting her with the opportunity to live,
work, and study among the various cultures and
social systems that create the unique personalities
of the Keystone State. She is critically aware of
the largess of God’s creation in forming her understanding of and empathy to the people she
serves. Pastor Lewis is blessed to be the proud
grandparent of three amazing grandsons currently
residing in MD with their loving parents.
Pastor Lewis just finished serving as interim pastor at St. Peter Lutheran Church, Mechanicsburg,
PA. Previously she served as interim lead pastor
at Trinity Lutheran Church, Steelton, PA, St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Carlisle, PA, and the Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd, Liverpool, PA.
Pastor Lewis served her first congregation, Frederick Evangelical Lutheran Church in St. Thomas, USVI; followed by Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church, Harrisburg PA.
Prior to ministry, Rev. Lewis worked in the public sector as a family case manager for Keystone
Services, Northumberland County; vocational
counselor at the Harrisburg State Hospital; behav-

ioral response team, program unit manager, vocational services worker and residential services
worker, at the Selinsgrove Center. Pastor Lewis
also works with counseling families and children
at the Premier Learning Centers, Harrisburg, PA
to assist with children and families served by this
unique and expansive childcare facility and charter school.
Rev. Lewis served the larger church as a Mission
Developer Interviewer, which provides her the
privilege of meeting and working with young (at
heart/spirit) clergy intentional about growing in
the mission of developing/redeveloping new congregations in the ELCA. Pastor Lewis has also
received training in Mission Redevelopment,
Transitional Ministry, Asset-Based Stewardship,
Cross-cultural Mission Development, and Natural
Church (Growth) Development. Pastor Lewis has
also served as an anti-Racism Trainer for various
segments of the ELCA.
Pastor Lewis is a member of the Criminal Justice
Committee (CJS) of the Lower Susquehanna Synod. Pastor Lewis currently serves on the Capitol
Region Healing Communities Development
Committee under the auspices of Christian
Churches United; the Steering Committee of the
Dauphin County Prison Work Release Worship
Committee, founded to promote Sunday Ecumenical worship for persons currently serving the final weeks of incarceration in Dauphin County at
the Prison Work Release Center. Pastor Lewis is
a trainer for the national prison ministry reentry
program designed to assist congregations in become welcoming places of Christ’s healing and
love called Healing Communities. This program
closely follows/is inclusive of the principles of
Hearing the Cries, the ELCA’s own footprint
document for social justice regarding the criminal
justice system. Pastor Lewis is serving as On Call
Chaplain at the Holy Spirit Hospital in the Pastoral Care Department.
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Education
St. Stephen Education and Worship to Use New Lectionary

Since 1992 the scripture readings for worship and Sunday Church School have been based upon the Revised
Common Lectionary (RCL), a three-year cycle of biblical readings used by a majority of Protestant Christian
denominations in the U.S. and Canada. Each week’s readings comprise
• A Lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures (or Acts during the Season of Easter)
• A Psalm
• A Lesson from the Epistles or Acts
• A Lesson from the Gospels.
The intent of the RCL is to provide an overview of God’s Story by addressing major events of the Story during the complete cycle (Years A, B, and C). Still, according to the consortium that created it, the RCL offers
only 13% of the Bible for study and worship.
Wanting the St. Stephen community to become familiar with and have more opportunities to explore God’s
Story, earlier this summer both the Educational Ministry and the Worship and Music committees decided to
use a new lectionary guide, the Narrative Lectionary developed by scholars at Luther Seminary in Minneapolis. This four-year reading cycle was devised, according to its developers for this reason: “Though the Revised Common Lectionary has united the church in its reading of scripture and has given much-needed structure, it doesn’t present scripture -- especially the Old Testament -- in a way that helps people to become fluent
in the first language of faith. The Narrative Lectionary is an attempt to take nine months to do just that.”
The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. They are arranged in a narrative sequence to help people see
Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic movement.
•
•
•

From September to mid-December, the preaching texts begin with the early chapters of Genesis,
move through the stories of Israel’s early history, the exodus, the kings, prophets, exile and return.
From Christmas to Easter, there is sustained reading of one of the four gospels
From Easter to Pentecost, the texts are chosen from Acts and Paul’s letters.

We will use the Narrative Lectionary in worship from September 11 (Rally Day) until June 4 (Pentecost). The
Sunday Church School classes will use the Living the Word curriculum this year, that is based upon the
Narrative Lectionary, created by Spirit & Truth Publishers, a Lutheran-based publishing company.

Both committees are hopeful you will become fully engaged in the new scripture reading lectionary and welcome your responses to this fresh approach to hearing and studying God’s Story through the Holy Bible readings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Education
MAKING OUR CONGREGATION A SAFE
SPACE FOR ALL

saving grace through his Son and our Lord, Jesus
Christ to all we encounter in our daily lives.

As a result of state laws passed in the wake of the Jerry Sandusky child-sex-abuse scandal, all Pennsylvania
congregations have adapted, expanded, and revised
their child protection policies to comply with the law
and to ensure that we are providing a safe space for all
of God’s children. The new laws expand the definition
of “mandatory reporters” to include all rostered leaders, paid church employees who work with children,
and volunteers over age 18 who work with children in
activities and programs. At St. Stephen, we don’t want
just our Sunday School teachers and VBS volunteers
to take the training – we’d actually love to have all our
members be authorized, approved adults so it shows
that we all care about the children in our congregation.

If you have an interest in helping further our programming, we’d love to have you join us! We usually meet
the first Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. in the Parlor.

The Educational Ministries Committee offers Child
Protection Training classes twice a year to allow everyone the opportunity to attend. Our fall class will be
held Saturday, September 24 from 9-11 a.m. Please
add your name to the sign-up sheet on the Plugged In
bulletin board by September 18.
Questions?
Contact
Laura
Wills
at
laura.wills05@gmail.com or 728-1279. If you started
the process last year but haven’t yet completed your
paperwork, contact Tom Burson at
TomBurson@aol.com so we can help you complete
the process.

Questions or interested in learning more? See Laura
Wills, chair of the committee, or any committee member (Tom Burson, Greg John, Cheryl Neidig and
Lloyd Sheaffer).
Our individual Sunday School classes will begin on
Sunday, September 18. We have a class
for everyone and there’s room for you!
Age 3–4th Grade – led by Laura Wills
Grades 5-8 – led by Ja’net Grey and
Mike Kulikauskas
Grades 9-12 – led by Cheryl Neidig
Adult classes – led by Tom Burson (in
the parlor), Greg John (upstairs) and Lloyd Sheaffer
(in the classroom across from the Pastor’s Office).
Yes, we have three adult classes because learning
about God is for everyone, not just our children!
Help wanted! We are looking for a few substitute
teachers for our Sunday School classes. It’s a great
way to get to know our awesome youth and become
better acquainted with your fellow parishioners. Contact Laura Wills (laura.wills05@gmail.com, 7281279) if you are able to help.

The Educational Ministries Committee is looking for additional commit- RALLY DAY
tee members! We coordinate the educational opportunities for the congregation – Sunday Church School, Confirmation class, Vacation Bible
School, First Communion classes,
adult studies and intergenerational programs, as well
as providing resources for the Library and promoting
summer camping opportunities and scholarships.
We believe all these activities help members of the
faith come to a fuller understanding of all that God has
done and continues to do for us. Our programs seek to
add depth to our personal levels of faith; at the same
time they prepare each of us--from the youngest child
to the most mature adult--to spread the Word of God's

On Sunday, September 11, make
plans to attend an intergenerational program from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll kick
-off the ELCA’s year-long 2017
celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation by learning some fun facts about Martin
Luther, singing some of Martin Luther’s hymns, and
packing the personal care kits that our congregation
has been collecting items for all summer. Let’s fill the
Fellowship Hall!
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El Salvador
ANOTHER BRANCH OF THE ELCA – ADVOCACY

We may not realize it, but there is a very active segment within our Lutheran church at large investigating, writing statements, and guiding us in making Christ-like responses to political and social situations around the world.
This office in Washington, D.C. recently sent a letter written by Alaide Vilchis Ibarra, Assistant Director for Migration, to ELCA leaders explaining the specifics on the 68,551 unaccompanied children migrating into the U.S. after having heard leaders of Lutheran churches in El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala speak about the violence, poverty, and lack of opportunities affecting their congregations and taking testimonies of individuals forced to leave.
If you recall one of Caroline’s recent mission talks, Ms. Ibarra contacted her requesting permission
to print one of the embracingelsalvador stories on migration to use on the ELCA advocacy website.
Get on the email mailing list for frequent updated information for the Lutheran church’s involvement in social issues around the world. It is quite impressive!
ELCA Advocacy -- washingtonoffice@elca.org
This report is very readable and is full of specific examples illustrating each point it makes.
Angelica’s Story:
Angelica’s son migrated to the U.S. unaccompanied a few years ago after gang members wanted to
recruit him. He had to stop attending school because he was being followed by gang members. She
believes he was targeted because he did not have a criminal record and was young. Because of her
son’s situation, Angelica made the difficult decision to support her child’s escape from the country.
He was a child and here they prefer children because they can do their bidding and they have the
possibility of not going to jail. I would rather have him in a place where he is going to be safe than
to have him here, where a criminal would already have killed him.
Ms. Ibarra writes, “The findings from
our trip are described in a new report,
Our Communities in Crisis: A faithful look at the root causes of Central
American forced displacement and
the repatriation of children and families after the summer of 2014.”

New Spirit September 6

Rejoicing Spirits
“Walk by faith, not by sight”
Hebrews 11:29-31; 12:1-2 And God’s people all
walked through the Red Sea as if it were dry land.
They were able to do this because they had faith. But
when the Egyptians tried to follow them, they were
drowned. And the walls of Jericho fell because of the
faith of God’s people. They marched around the walls
for seven days, and then the walls fell. And Rahab,
the prostitute, welcomed the Israelite spies like
friends. And because of her faith, she was not killed
with the ones who refused to obey.

Rose offered thanks for Matt’s improvements.
Terri offered a prayer of thanks for the Rejoicing Spirits Ministry and those who serve.
Becky offered a prayer of thanks for Pastor
Lewis’ time with us and a thank you for her
Pastor Lewis prayed for us, for our next steps
We celebrated birthdays this month! Please keep our
birthday rejoicers in your prayers:
Becky – 7/23
Please consider supporting RS by volunteering your
time or donating some fellowship food items for our
service. Contact Becky Rensel at 766-6478 or
becren2007@gmail.com if you are able to help. Food
items needed include: chips, pretzels, cupcakes, cookies, yogurt (for our members with swallowing difficulties), or drinks.

We have all these great people
around us as examples. Their lives
tell us what faith means. So we,
too, should run the race that is before us and never quit. We should
remove from our lives anything that
Come Rejoice With Us!
would slow us down and the sin
September 11th
that so often makes us fall. We
3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along
must never stop looking to Jesus.
4 p.m. Service
He is the leader of our faith, and he
is the one who makes our faith
B-I-N-G-O!!!
complete. He suffered death on a
cross. But he accepted the shame of the cross as if it Rejoicing Spirits hosted a community BINGO game
were nothing because of the joy he could see waiting complete with goldfish as bingo markers! It was a
for him. And now he is sitting at the right side of wonderful evening of fun for 18 members of the comGod’s throne.
munity. And a special thank you to our volunteers:
David, Becky, Bill & Esther, Randy, Cheryl, Pastor
Pastor Lewis presided at her first Rejoicing Spirits ser- Caitlin, Seth, Rose and Kelsey. And thanks to Chelle
vice and she was hot. Well, we were all hot and from the synod offices for providing the bingo equipmoved the service into Fellowship Hall, but that is the
ment and cards!
nature of Rejoicing Spirits. You never know what is
going to happen and you just go with the flow.
David not only served at the welcome desk, but he
was our reader as well this month. Thank you David!
Pastor Lewis explained that when we believe there is a
God that loves us, all the barriers can come down. We
ask God for forgiveness of our sins, and we try to live
so we don’t repeat those things for which we were forgiven.
As we talked more about the reading, Pastor Lewis
reminded us that Joshua and Rehab didn’t know God’s
plans for them, but they lived with faith and compassion. Their story teaches us that forgiveness is ours
for the asking. We live in hope that we don’t fall too
far back into sin. But, God loves us unconditionally,
and nothing is impossible.
Please include our prayer requests with your prayers
this month:
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Stewardship
Habitual Generosity
Generosity! I don’t know a
whole lot of people who want
to
be
remembered
as
withholding, stingy or spare.
Quite the opposite, we want
to think of ourselves, and we
want others to think of us, as
open, willing and bighearted.

We want to be generous, but how do we become that,
especially in times like these, when we look around
and see a movement that urges us to protect only our
own self-interest?
Most of us need rhythm in our lives for life to be
good. If you don’t establish good habits, bad ones
will soon rise up to take their place. My experience is
that very little of life is neutral. We must intend most
things to make them so. So if you wish to
be generous, you’re going to have to get in the habit
of generosity. That’s why the church urges all who
are following Jesus to get into a pattern of giving – to
do it intentionally – so that it might become a way of
life!

Celebrating Our Ministries
Beginning this month, and
continuing until the end of
the year, we’ll be
celebrating the many
ministries of St. Stephen.
On the third Sunday of the
month, several teams will
be highlighted. A
representative of the team will give a brief highlight
of their ministry and how it relates to our mission
statement at the beginning of the service. Then,
between the services, a display will be in the
fellowship hall where you can visit to learn more.
Most teams will have sign-up sheets where you can
volunteer for things that will take very little time on a
regular basis, or are one-time needs. These little
things are very helpful to the teams that volunteer on
a regular basis to attend meetings and do God’s work
in this place.
3

I realize how kind God has been to me, and so I tell
each of you not to think you are better than you really
are. Use good sense and measure yourself by the
amount of faith that God has given you. 4 A body is
made up of many parts, and each of them has its own
use. 5 That’s how it is with us. There are many of us,
but we each are part of the body of Christ, as well as
part of one another.
6
God has also given each of us different gifts to use.
If we can prophesy, we should do it according to the
amount of faith we have. 7 If we can serve others, we
should serve. If we can teach, we should teach.8 If we
can encourage others, we should encourage them. If
we can give, we should be generous. If we are
leaders, we should do our best. If we are good to
others, we should do it cheerfully.

There’s a “churchy” name for this – the tithe – the
giving of a certain percentage of income to the work
of the church (and other entities that tend to the
situation of the poor and oppressed). I know the
Christian tradition has set a mark of generously
giving back 10% of income when talking of tithing,
but I think the real power of this habit/discipline/
practice is that whatever the percentage of support
you decide on, you consider what you give in
proportion to what you receive! When you do that,
and make decisions on what you will support,
consume and invest in, you can assess if you are on
Romans 12:3-8 (CEV)
the generosity track you wish to be in. Developing a
spiritual practice like generosity is always a We invite you to use your gifts for the various
challenge, but there are few things in life that are ministries of St. Stephen! And we hope you will find
more fulfilling. May your financial and other at least one list on which to place your name.
commitments lead you into a generous life!
Sincerely,
Pastor Frank Espegren
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sacramento, CA
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Social Ministry/Legacy
Whose Will it Be? Legacy Workshop on Sunday,
October 2 at noon
God asks this question of us (Luke 12:20). Whether
it is $.25 in a checking account or $250,000 in an
IRA, should you die today, whose would you want it
to be? You have passions. You have faith. You have
family. God’s work in the world has spoken to your
heart, but where do you begin?
Begin by attending a “Whose will it be?” Legacy
Workshop led by Pastor Liz Polanzke, Gift Planner
from the ELCA Foundation on October 2, 2016,
following the 10:45 worship. This workshop will
start you on the process of answering four basic
questions:
• Which ministry do I want to help?
• How much should I give?
• Which resources should I use?
• When should I make the gift?

and your family’s current and future needs. The
services of the Gift Planner are offered without
obligation through the ELCA Foundation and the
agencies and institution partners.
About the presenter: Pastor Liz Polanzke grew up in
State College, and graduated from Kutztown
University and Wartburg Theological Seminiary in
Dubuque, Iowa. Since then, she has been a
congregational pastor. She considers herself blessed
to have lived in various parts of the country in the
church’s service, as far away as Nebraska to her
current residence in York, PA. She now lives in York
with her husband, Pastor Jim Polanzke, her daughter,
and their dog,. Pastor Liz will also preach in worship
that morning.
We will gather for a pot luck luncheon after worship,
with the workshop to follow. Look for the sign up
sheet on the “Plugged In” bulletin board.

•

The role of the Gift Planner is to assess your passions “God made you as you are in order to use you as
he planned.” - J.C. Macauley
and work with you to provide all you need to make
informed decisions, while always considering you
Lutheran World Relief
Personal Care Kits

St. Stephen’s mission is to “be a
community of faith, inspired and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
proclaim boldly the Good News of
God’s loving, saving presence in
the world.”

and washing up, they know that
they have not been forsaken by the •
world. The very simple gesture of
giving a Personal Care Kit can give
someone the encouragement to start
anew, starting with a bath. We will
help share God’s grace and love by
providing these simple comforts for
brothers and sisters around the
world.
•

To make this project possible, we
will be collecting specific items
throughout the summer months. We
will assemble the kits during Rally
Day and “God’s Work. Our hands.”
celebrations on Sunday, September
11. The items are listed below, and
•
on a display board in Fellowship
Hall. You can place them in the
marked box in Fellowship Hall.

In support of this mission, our
Social Ministry Team is
coordinating the creation of
Personal Care Kits for Lutheran
World Relief. These kits will be
delivered to men and women all
around the world, often after they
•
have lost everything. In the wake
of an earthquake, or having fled
from violence as their homes were
overtaken, these men and women
clasp a towel from a faraway place,
with a bar of soap, a toothbrush…

light-weight
bath-size towels
(between
20"×40" &
52"×27"), dark
color
recommended

•

Bath-size bars of soap, in
any brand, in original
wrapping

Adult-size toothbrushes (in
original wrapping. Multipacks are acceptable—we
will divide them)

Sturdy combs

Metal nail
clippers (file
optional)
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Youth and Family Ministry
ALiVE: Middle School Youth Event
An event for youth in grades 6-8, and their advisors September 23-25, 201
ALiVE 2016 will feature many of the same events and activities that have come to
help make these events so memorable for youth and their adult advisors, but with a
few new twists. Our theme is “Stand Up.” As Lutherans, we recall our commitment
to stand firmly for what we believe in the face of a culture that often views our understanding of love, grace and forgiveness as counter-cultural. Martin Luther once
boldly stood before a tribunal intent on excommunicating him from the Roman
Catholic church, and proudly confessed “here I stand, I can do no other,” when
asked if he would renounce his beliefs. Can we stand as confidently today in the
face of our naysayers? How can we equip ourselves to “stand” as confidently as Luther? We’ll discuss these topics and more with our teens and adults, in the beauty
and idyllic fall setting of God’s Creation at Camp Nawakwa.

Winterfest 2017 Announced!
For 25 years, Winterfest has been known as our synod's senior-high ministry event, but
in recent years it has been expanding. We're growing again! With the new "Care for
Congregations: Adult Faith Formation Track," and an option for 8th grade youth to visit
as part of our "Sneak Preview," maybe 2017 is the year you need to come back or attend
for the first time! The dates are January 6-8, 2017, and detailed information, promotional materials and registration forms are now posted on our website at: http://www.lss
-elca.org/youth-family/events/winterfest/
Registration is easier than ever. All you really need is the participants name and what registration option they
are choosing, plus a $40 deposit, to register!

St. Stephen Happenings
Calling all singers! The St. Stephen New Spirit Choir will begin rehearsals for the season on Wednesday,
August 31st at 7 PM. Our first Sunday singing in church will be Rally Day, September 11th. We invite you to
join us even if you have been away for a while, or if you have not sung with us before but would like to try it.
Ability to read music helps, but is not required. Keep in mind that it's not necessary to commit to every single
Sunday or Wednesday rehearsal - we'll take whatever you can offer (just let Steve know when you are unavailable).
Giant Gift Card Program...Bonnie Baim, the current Gift Card Program Manager, is
looking for someone to take over the job. She would like to turn over the reigns by
December 1, 2016. This important program yields nearly $2500 annually for our Social
Ministry. Please contact Bonnie (697-1925 or bonboncoki@aol.com) for more information or to volunteer.
BUS Trip to New York City - A day on your own. Saturday, December 10, 2016. Meet in church parking
lot at 6:45AM and depart at 7:00AM SHARP. Bus departs New York City at 7:00PM SHARP. Cost per
person: $50. Make checks payable to: St. Stephen Lutheran Church, in memo line put Bus Trip. Limited
space. Seats reserved when payment is received. No refunds . Please see Bill Wills or Marty Baim for questions or payment.
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St. Stephen Happenings
God’s Work, Our Hands Day - Sunday, September 18, 2016
Once again this year we will be teaming up with friends from the other Mechanicsburg Area Lutheran
Churches (MALC), for an afternoon of service, as part of the larger ELCA God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.
This year we have 4 different options we can choose from. Let Pastor Lewis know which project you would
like to participate in as St. Stephen’s Group.
* New Hope Ministries – a group of up to 25 people will serve at their Mechanicsburg center, cleaning,
sorting, or doing whatever needs to be done to help out. Youth should be 10 and older. This project will
run 2-4 p.m.
* Helen O. Krause Animal Foundation– at this Dillsburg animal shelter, a group will work on outdoor
projects, such as painting, weeding, etc. This project will run 2-4 p.m.
* Wittel Farm – this year 2 acres of the Wittel Farm are under cultivation, as a partnership of HungerFree Lancaster and the Lutheran Camping Corporation. This project is focused on growing fresh vegetables for hungry people. Volunteers are needed to help harvest the vegetables or do whatever needs to be
done that day. The Wittel Farm is located in Elizabethtown. This project will run 1-5 p.m., including
travel time.
* Lutheran World Relief projects—this will take place at Trinity Lutheran, 2-4 p.m.
Contact Pastor Lewis to sign up by September 5, 2016.
Our August Community Meals was a great success. We served 45 meals. The rescue dog
information was most interesting. The dog was able to sniff out the culprit and save the
day!. Please come join us September 17th as we seek to serve our Brothers and Sisters.
The meal will be ham, green beans and potatoes. Stay tuned for the entertainment announcement.
We are just surveying to see if there is interest. Anyone interested in getting together once a month, or so,
at church, to do scrapbooking or any other craft/hobby you would like to make more time on which to
work? A few members have mentioned interest in doing something like this. If you would attend get togethers, mention to Lynne Immell or Tina Gordon. We’ll go from there.

Well It’s that time of year again! The Apple Festival is sneaking up on us all. So that means we need all you
crafters and woodworkers to start putting your project together. We always have a very nice craft table as we
have so many talented people at St Stephen’s. Everyone loves to stop and see what we have this year! We
are happy to have any and all projects and many people would like to know who made them. If you think of
it maybe you could put a made by on the project. So let’s all get those crafts together. We can’t wait to see
them. If you have any question you can contact me at home or at the church. Thank You all, Julie Grove

Save the Date for the
45th Annual Apple
Festival:
Saturday, October 15
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
Paul Monko
Noah Wills
Clara Clelland
Lorraine Bock
Carol Zeigler
Samantha Damon
Matt Schroeder

Albert & Rejenia Lewis
Elmer & Marian Reed

9-Sep
11-Sep
12-Sep
13-Sep
16-Sep
17-Sep
17-Sep

7-Sep
15-Sep

Frank Roberto
Sara Degenhardt
Rebecca Krausse
Karlee Lebo
Diane Coakley
Jennifer Batcheler
Bradley Filipovich

21-Sep
22-Sep
23-Sep
24-Sep
27-Sep
28-Sep
30-Sep

Dean & Dolores Lebo
William & Laura Wills

21-Sep
24-Sep

Thank You
Thank you so much for your gracious gift of $960.00 to Love Without
Boundaries on behalf of Pastor Caitlin Glass. It is through your generosity that we are able to transform the lives of orphaned and impoverished children.
~Sheri Russon, Chief Financial Executive
Just an update from the Youth Impact Project event this year. For perspective, last year we
served 2,800 people. Friday night, special needs night, we hosted 896 people. On Saturday
we hosted 3,823 people. That is a total of 4,719. I attached a few pictures for you to
see. We ran out of backpacks, food and groceries. We only have a few boxes of sneakers
left.
Please take the time to read this email of thanks we received from a single mom.
“I just wanted to send you a message to let you know that your organization and volunteers made our day
yesterday. In fact you made our year! I am a single mom of 3 young children and up until recently we were
living in a domestic violence shelter. We recently got our new home to rent and have been struggling financially and personally. My ex will not help us beyond what the court orders so I was really worried about
how I was going to be able to provide the things the kids needed for school. I don't work because I am going
to school full time to be a pastry chef. When I found out about your program I became very excited and relieved! I met some amazing people yesterday both participants and volunteers! Everywhere we stopped we
were greeted with love and kindness! I couldn't have felt more at home and loved if you even tried! So from
the bottom of my heart and the hearts of my kids... THANK YOU! May God continue to bless your program,
the lovely volunteers and the participants! My hope is to be able to give back one day and donate to your
program! Blessings and Hugs!”
Are you receiving our emails?
St Stephen currently has two email lists that we use to keep you up-to-date. One of these lists is our "General
Mailling" list, which we use to send period updates about events and opportunities. These emails are usually
titled "News from St. Stephen". The other list is our "Prayer Chain" list, which we use to send out prayer requests and prayers for members and friends of St. Stephen. These emails are usually titled "Pray for [Name]".
If you would like to be added to either of these lists, or would like to check if your name is on them, please
email Kevin (office@ststephenlc.org) or Pastor Lewis (pastor@ststephenlc.org) These are very important
resources, but they are only as good as the information we have! Thanks for your help.
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Lord, Hear our Prayers
If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org

John Teitman

Military & former pastor of St. Stephen

Lynette Clements

Very weak (Kathy Burson’s mother) Keep On!

Dan Schillinger

Seizures (Sandy Granberg’s Brother) Keep On!

Clara Schillinger

Alzheimer’s (Sandy Granberg’s Mother) Keep On!

Jacob Smith

Deployed to Afghanistan. Keep On!

Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Sharon Lamp

Caring for Bob Lamp

Hen Yohn

Health issues—Keep On!

Tom Toone

Friend of Rebecca Krausse. Prayers of thanks...cancer free! Now faces major back
surgery Keep On!

Pastor Rochelle Lewis

St Stephen's Church Council asks that we pray for Pastor Rochelle Lewis and our St Stephen's family as we begin our ministry together.

Chelsea

Chelsea is at home recovering from her liver transplant surgery. She is doing well.
Please continue to pray for her.

Sandy Davenport

Lenny Zook's sister, Sandy Davenport, is going to the hospital on Aug 23rd for exploratory surgery. She has had some health issues the past few month, and the doctors cannot
seem to find what is wrong. Please pray for her and her surgical team as she goes
through this operation, which hopefully will provide some answers.

Bill Price

The Ewell’s ask that we please pray for Ira’s brother, Bill Price. Bill is suffering through
cancer treatments and is having a pretty rough time of it. Please pray for strength, relief
and healing.

Hospital Admissions
Please let the church office and/or Pastor Lewis know when you or a loved one becomes a patient in the hospital or other health care facility. Federal HIPAA regulations do not permit health care providers to release personal information such as this
without your expressed permission and none of the area health care facilities contact
us about your admission. A phone call to either the church office (766-2168, during
Office Hours) or to the Pastoral Care number (717-579-5209, at any time) will help
the Pastor respond to you with care, prayer, and support.
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Counters

Dean &
Dolores Lebo

Ken & Carol
Clelland

Parker Lee

Maxine Montgomery

Robert Hansen

Parker Lee

Greeter

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco/ Houser
Bev Caley

Earl & Lorraine
Bock

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Tom Burson

Parker Lee

Art & Julie Grove

Alan & Dawn
Gamble

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco/ Houser
Bev Caley

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Julie Grove

Ma/ Schroeder

Maxine
Montgomery

Daryl
Gochenaur

Tina Gordon

Jenna Gordon

10:45am

Laura Wills

David Herb

8:00am

Lynne Immell

Kathy Burson

Carol Clelland

10:45 am

September 25

Crystal Houser

Lynne Immell

Sue Rodgers

David Herb

8:00 am

Art & Julie Grove

Bev Caley
Stephanie Sauve

Frank & June
Roberto

Dan Lebo

Ushers

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Art Grove

Greg John

Julie Grove

Carly Gordon

10:45 am

September 18

Art & Julie Grove

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco/ Houser
Bev Caley

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco/ Houser
Bev Caley

Rose Hlavac
Parker Lee

Ja ‘Net Grey

Carol Clelland

Sue Rodgers

Communion

Altar Guild

Beth Lengel

Sara Houser

Paule/e Krewson

Assis6ng
Minister

N/A

Bonnie Baim

Bob Hansen

N/A

Sara Houser

Randy Neidig

David Herb

Cantor

Lector

Acolyte

8:00 am

10:45 am

September 11

8:00 am

September 4
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Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

11
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

25
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

18
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulcimer’s practice

4
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

26
6:00p Boy Scouts

19
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

12
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

5
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

27
6:00p

20
9:00a
6:00p

13
6:00p

6
6:00p

Chimes Rehearsal

Breakfast Club
Chimes Rehearsal

Chimes Rehearsal

Chimes Rehearsal

TUE

28
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

21
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

14
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

7
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
6:30p Stewardship Committee Meeting
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

WED

29
9:00a

22
9:00a

15
9:00a

8
9:00a

1
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

THU

30

23

16

9

2

FRI

September 2016

24
9:00a Safe Kids Training
Class

17
8:00a Men’s Breakfast in
Fellowship Hall
5:00p Community Meal

10
10:00a
Eagle Court of
Honor

3
9:00a Education Committee Meeting
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club

SAT

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org
Return Services Requested

Worship Opportunities in September

Interim Pastor
Pastor Rochelle Lewis
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager
Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

September 4
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

youth@StStephenLC.org

September 11
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
4:00pm Rejoicing Spirits

Organist & Choir Director
Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org

September 18
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

Youth & Family Ministries Director

Custodian
Michael Wogan
Website
http://www.StStephenLC.org
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September 25
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

