St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church New Kingstown, PA December 2015/January 2016

We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.
Everywhere we look—on the news, in the paper, even
on Facebook—it seems as though bad news abounds.
Stories of violence, terrorism, hate, accidents, crisis,
and tragedy surround us, sometimes to nearly the point
of overwhelm. What do we do? Why is there so much
sadness? Where do we look for help?

someone who is working on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day. This small symbol of kindness and care
will convey to the recipient God’s grace and care simply
by saying “Someone’s thinking of you, and wants you
to know joy this Christmas.” You can take it to a gas
station, hotel, restaurant, fire station, police station,
hospital, urgent care place, or anywhere else. The vast
In Presiding Bishop Eaton’s response to the Syrian
majority of those who work on Christmas don’t choose
refugee crisis (read her letter on pg. 3) she reminds us
to do so, and are missing time with family and friends.
that, as people of faith, we cannot let fear rule the day.
Let us be a force that says “You’re not forgotten. God
Fear accomplishes nothing productive, only succeeding
cares, and so do we”. Together, we can shine the light of
in paralyzing, dividing, and fostering distrust in
Christ in a dark and weary world. Together, we can
humanity. We also cannot let fear rule the day because
enlighten each other’s lives, and the life of our
the Good News of Jesus liberates us from fear and
community with the hope of Christ. Thanks be to God
death, and gives us freedom and courage to discover and
for your ministry and partnership in the Gospel.
boldly participate in what God is up to in this world.
God’s promises of hope, strength, and salvation in
Advent blessings of hope, Pastor Caitlin
Christ call us beyond our fear to acts of kindness and
Christmas Eve Worship
mercy and grace in the world.
5:00 PM Family Worship
So what do we do in the face of so much bad news? We
with Holy Communion
get out in the world to share God’s kindness and mercy
7:00 PM Worship with Holy
and grace. No, we can’t cure all the sadness we see, but
Communion (Prelude music
we can be bold beacons of God’s love and care. And
begins at 6:30 PM)
we’re going to start right here in our community on
11:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion
Christmas Eve with “Operation Cookie”, sponsored by
(Prelude music begins at 10:30 PM)
our Evangelism Committee. After worship on Christmas
Christmas Day Worship
Eve, you will be handed a small bag of cookies with a
9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
note of encouragement and Christmas hope to deliver to

Save the Dates: Our next Community Meal is Saturday, December 19 at
5:00 PM. St. Nick will join us at 6:00 PM for some caroling! We will again need
help with set-up, serving, clean-up, and desserts. You can sign up to offer your time and gifts
on the “Plugged In” bulletin board.
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Leadership Ledger
Council met on Monday, November 9th, 2015
Council
Finalized preparaons for the annual congregaonal meeng that will be held today at 1 p.m.
Please join us for a fellowship pot luck prior to the meeng. Don’t worry if you forgot to bring a
dish to share, there is always plenty to eat.
Addionally, we were blessed with a$endance by Tina and Gerald Gordon and Lee Buzilow. Tina
has decided to run for a council seat for 2016. If you have been considering serving as part of
our church leadership team, we will open the ﬂoor for nominaons during this a/ernoon’s
meeng, and welcome your parcipaon.*
Council also enjoyed our me spent on interacvely reviewing, discerning and quesoning our mission statement.
Finally, Council would also like to pass on the request from the Personnel / Educaon Commi$ee
requesng that those who completed training complete their paperwork, on-line or on paper as
soon as praccal. See Tom Burson for addional informaon.
As always, you are encouraged to talk to Pastor Caitlin or any Council member about any of the items
above or join us on the 2nd Monday evening of the month in a meeng.
*Update. Congratulaons to Tina Gordon, Marty Baim and Le Ewell on their elecon to the Leadership
Council for a new 3-year term beginning in January 2016. Congratulaons to Korra Neidig for her elecon to another 1-year tem as youth representave.

As the Christmas season approaches, let us show our appreciation to Steve
(our musician), Mike (our custodian) and Kevin (our office administrator)
for all they do throughout the year. If you would like to contribute to this
special collection, please place your monetary donations in a plain envelope
and write “Staff Gift” on the front of the envelope. The deadline for this
special collection will be Sunday, December 13th. Gift cards will be
purchased and presented to our staff on or before Christmas Eve.

In Case of Inclement Weather This Winter Season...
St. Stephen will use the following methods of notifications to relay information about cancellation of services
(Sunday morning, Rejoicing Spirits, Lenten mid-week) and evening activities. Decisions will be made no less
than 2 hours in advance.
•

Email sent through the website to all members

•

Message on the church answering machine will be updated

•

Posting on cbs21.com

•

Announcement through CBS Channel 21 News
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Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton on Refugee Resettlement
(From www.elca.org , Nov 18 2015, Bolded
statements indicate Pastor Caitlin’s highlights)
We are shocked and dismayed by the terrorist
a$acks in Paris, Beirut, Egypt and elsewhere in the
Middle East, but also in Nigeria, Kenya, Bangladesh
and the Philippines. Senseless acts of terror will
maim and forever have an impact on innocent
vicms and their families. Our hearts and prayers go
out to all whose lives have been sha$ered and are
grieving the loss of loved ones. We know all too well
the frightening memories of terrorist a$acks in the
U.S. and the uncertaines of possible future a$acks.
Yet, we Chrisans and all others of good will cannot
let fear rule the day. Fear paralyzes, divides people,
fosters distrust and clouds judgments. We also stand
shoulder to shoulder with people of faith who are
ﬁrmly opposed to vengeful reprisals and prejudice. In
parcular, we are concerned for and commi$ed to
standing with our Muslim neighbors who are facing
threats and acts of discriminaon and hate by those
who conﬂate Islam with terrorism.
Even in the face of evil, we remain conﬁdent that
the good news of Jesus Christ liberates us and gives
us the freedom and courage to discover and boldly
parcipate in what God is up to in this world. “The
Gospel also frees ‘us from fear to see others as
brothers and sisters for whom Christ died and
lives’” (ELCA Social Message on Terrorism, 2004).
We are not naive about possible new threats of
terrorism, but denying refuge to thousands of
desperate people is not who we are as Chrisans, nor
will it guarantee our security. The United States is a
welcoming country with a religiously diverse society,
and our refugee rese$lement program should
connue to reﬂect this. We must redouble our eﬀorts
to work for a more secure world – one with less hate
and more understanding. Doing less than that only
feeds into the terrorist propaganda.
The thousands of courageous Syrian refugees ﬂeeing
their homeland go through a rigorous security
screening involving the Department of Homeland
Security, the FBI, the Department of Defense and
mulple intelligence agencies. Refugees are the most
scrunized and screened individuals to enter the U.S.
Intensive security screening by the government of all

refugees prior to admission to the U.S. is and should
connue to be a detailed and thorough process.
Lutherans have a long history in this country of
se&ling refugees, including those ﬂeeing from
dangerous situaons like the war in Syria. We draw
on both biblical witness as well as the best of our
naon’s tradions as a refuge and haven for the
persecuted and destute. We support “a generous
policy of welcome for refugees and immigrants” and
“will advocate for just immigraon policies, in visa
regulaons and in admiHng and protecng refugees.
We will work for policies that cause neither undue
repercussions within immigrant communies nor
bias against them” (ELCA Social Message on
Immigraon, 1997).
Currently, more than 25 governors are opposed to
allowing Syrian refugees into their states. While the
states do not have the legal authority to prevent
rese$lement, it is distressing that these governments
could make refugee rese$lement for Syrians and
those from other war-torn areas more diﬃcult. Of
the Syrian refugees being referred by the U.N. for
se$lement, more than half are children and a
signiﬁcant number are women or elderly men.
I urge the members of our church to call upon our
elected oﬃcials to be leaders in speaking up for
refugees already persecuted and traumazed and
ensuring that our country connues to reﬂect the
principles and values of a naon commi$ed to
freedom. The legacy of our welcome to refugees is
that our economy, social fabric, communies and
naon as a whole are stronger. Lutheran Immigraon
and Refugee Service (LIRS) has developed many
resources on this topic for your congregaons. You
can also contact your elected oﬃcials through the
ELCA Advocacy acon alert.
Let us recommit ourselves to sharing
encouragement to those persecuted as we seek to
be a disturbing, reconciling, serving and deliberang
presence in God’s world. This will demand diﬃcult,
courageous work from each of us. “As shoes for your
feet put on whatever will make you ready to
proclaim the gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6:15).
God’s peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop ELCA
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Social Ministries
Progress Towards Mission Commitments:
As the calendar year draws to close, we ask you to consider a
special offering to one (or more!) of our 2015 Congregational
Mission Commitments. During this calendar year, our
congregation committed to supporting the following organizations
in these ways:
•

$1600 for the Project SHARE Baby Food Fund

•

$4000 for ELCA World Hunger

•

$15000 given away in local benevolence (including Giant gas/
food cards, rent and utilities assistance, support of local
ministries, and emergency food)

As of November 16, we have received and passed along:
•

$1588.76 for the Project SHARE Baby Food Fund (about 99% of our goal)

•

$2,537.92 for ELCA World Hunger (about 63% of our goal)

We have also distributed $17070.39 in local
benevolence (about 113% of our goal). We
have additional money available for
distribution, and are continually in the
process of discerning and responding to
needs.
We met our Project SHARE Baby Food Fund goal, but could use some additional help towards ELCA World
Hunger. Please consider giving to this important cause.

“JUST FAST” AWARENESS MEAL – When we visualize hunger, we usually think of starving children in
Africa, Asia, or Latin America. But there are almost 9,000 children living in Cumberland County who don’t
know whether there will be food on the table each night.
On Saturday, January 30, we are invited to join with other
Mechanicsburg area Christians for a special hunger awareness meal
at 5pm at Trindle Spring Lutheran Church. We will learn about local
hunger issues through an interactive and experiential dining program,
then we’ll hear more about the weekend of fasting and education that
our youth will undergo in the spring. A free will donation will be
accepted to help kick off our fundraising efforts. All proceeds from
our fundraiser will benefit New Hope Ministries.
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Social Ministries
THANK YOU to all who participated in the GIVING TREE for New Hope Ministries!
Gifts for New Hope’s clients were due to St. Stephen on Sunday, November 29, but you
really have until Sunday, December 6 to bring them. We will bless them in worship that
day, then deliver them to New Hope Ministries, where qualified families will be able to
shop for their loved ones.

Giant Food Gift Card Program
As you may know, our congregation participates in Giant’s “Cash
for Causes” gift card program, whereby you buy Giant gift cards of
any amount through our congregation, and our congregation
receives 5% cash back, all of which support our Social Ministry
programs. Annually, this program earns about $3,000 all of which
goes back into the community. This year, proceeds from this
program will be used to support Project SHARE’s Holiday Meal,
an annual tradition that was in jeopardy due to cuts in government funding. THANK YOU to all who already
participate in this program. There’s always room for more to participate, so consider joining the cause, or
telling a friend or neighbor about the program. For more information, please see or call Bonnie Baim (6971925).

HUG
It is me for the annual HUG Christmas Party!

We will be gathering on Thursday, December 17th at
6pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Please bring a covered dish to share and an ornament for
our exchange.
All women are welcome and encouraged to a$end.
Please call Freda to let her know what dish you are bringing. (697-0511)

Merry Christmas!
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Educational Ministries
Sunday, December 27, 9:30-10:30 a.m. , Fellowship Hall
Our Christmas Tradions
Join us for a special intergeneraonal program and learn more about the background of
the Twelve Days of Christmas, hear some fun facts about Christmas, and discover how
some of our Christmas tradions started.
It started with a friendship with Pastor Amani, who studied at Ge$ysburg
Lutheran Seminary, and that friendship led to a July trip to the Konde Diocese for Pastor Evan Houck (one of our former interim pastors). In addion
to vising various parishes throughout the Diocese, Pastor Houck did some
teaching and some preaching (which was Skyped to his current congregaon of Grace Lutheran!).
Pastor Houck will visit St. Stephen on Thursday, January 28 at 7 p.m. to tell
us more about his trip to Africa and the ministries our Lower Susquehanna
Synod support in Tanzania's Konde Diocese. Come catch up with Pastor
Houck and hear about his adventure! Sponsored by the Educaonal Ministries Commi$ee.

Evangelism
FREE Community Meals and
Evening Activity
These meals are
intended to bring
members of our
congregation together
with members of the
local community, in
order to nourish all who
hunger with physical,
spiritual, and relational
food.
We hope YOU will
join us for these meals,
and that you will help
us spread the word by
inviting your neighbors
and co-workers,
hanging flyers, and
passing out postcards.
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Other dates to mark on your calendars:
Saturday, January 16, 2016
Saturday February 20, 2016
Saturday March 19, 2016
Saturday, April 16, 2016
Saturday, May 21, 2016
Questions? Contact Pastor Caitlin, Becky Rensel,
Paulette Krewson, Frank and June Roberto, or Lloyd
Sheaffer.
We fed over 100 people at our November meal!

Stewardship
“In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus” (I Thess. 5:18) Talk about an
aHtude of gratude! What does giving thanks in
“everything” mean for daily living? Do we thank God
for the blessings of life—the big things and the small
things, the obvious and the not so obvious?

You are serving the Lord Christ.” If we could see Jesus Christ as our boss, would it change our aHtude
about our job?

Let’s face it: some of us have a kind of love/hate relaonship with work. We spend roughly a third of our
adult lives making a living and what is our aHtude
about that? Work is not just a means to a paycheck.
Food and shelter are basic necessies. Family and
It is a gi/ from God to help develop character. It is an
friends provide meaning and fellowship.
Good health is important to our general well being. opportunity to be a Christ-like example to those with
whom we work. It movates us to be producve and
Though we enjoy these gi/s each day, it is easy to
take them for granted and not express our apprecia- to achieve a sense of accomplishment and value. As
Chrisans we can say, “All this, and a paycheck too”!
on.
A steward’s heart is a thankful heart. Someone has
What about your job? Do we view it as our vocaon?
said it well: “Thanksgiving, to be truly thanksgiving, is
The word “vocaon” literally means “calling”. We
ﬁrst thanks, then giving.” You can give without being
usually think of a calling as being related to some
thankful, but you cannot be thankful without giving.
kind of ministry. But God calls and equips all of us so
that, by the quality of our work in our vocaon He is When you give, you not only are acknowledging that
everything you have is a gi/ from God, but you are
honored and we reﬂect His image…no ma$er what
our “work” is. Col. 3:23-24 says, “Whatever you do, expressing your gratude to Him.
Reprinted by permission: Barnabas Founda/on,
work hearly, as for the Lord and not for men….
Tinley Park, IL
and your family’s current and future needs. The
services of the Gi/ Planner are oﬀered without
obligaon through the ELCA Foundaon and the
God asks this queson of us (Luke 12:20). Whether it agencies and instuon partners.
About the presenter: Pastor Liz Polanzke grew up in
is $.25 in a checking account or $250,000 in an IRA,
State College, and graduated from Kutztown
should you die today, whose would you want it to
University and Wartburg Theological Seminiary in
be? You have passions. You have faith. You have
family. God’s work in the world has spoken to your Dubuque, Iowa. Since then, she has been a
congregaonal pastor. She considers herself blessed
heart, but where do you begin?
to have lived in various parts of the country in the
Begin by a$ending a “Whose will it be?” Legacy
church’s service, as far away as Nebraska to her
Workshop led by Pastor Liz Polanzke, Gi/ Planner
current residence in York, PA. She now lives in York
from the ELCA Foundaon on January 24, 2016,
following the 10:45 worship. This workshop will start with her husband, Pastor Jim Polanzke, her daughter,
and their dog,. Pastor Liz will also preach in worship
you on the process of answering four basic
that morning.
quesons:
• Which ministry do I want to help?
We will gather for a pot luck luncheon a/er worship,
• How much should I give?
with
the workshop to follow. Look for the sign up
• Which resources should I use?
sheet on the “Plugged In” bullen board.
• When should I make the gi/?
The role of the Gi/ Planner is to assess your passions
“God made you as you are in order to use you as he
and work with you to provide all you need to make
planned.” - J.C. Macauley
informed decisions, while always considering you

Whose Will it Be? Legacy Workshop on
Sunday, January 24 at noon
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Youth and Family Ministries
Calling all middle and high school youth ! Please mark your calendars for these upcoming events!
Photo Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, December 6. Open to youth grades in 6-12.
Everyone will meet at St. Stephen at 12:15 for lunch. Then, we’ll travel around
Mechanicsburg
(driven by responsible adult drivers) scouting out the best signs,
faces, and sights we can find. We’ll finish with snacks and prizes at St. Stephen around
3:30 PM.
Winterfest Senior High Retreat, January 2-3 at Lancaster Host Resort.
Open to youth in grades 9-12 and college students. See Pastor Caitlin for a registration form.

“Break the Fast” Lock-in and Service Learning Event on April 2930 at Trindle Spring. Open to youth in grades 6-12.

For High School Youth and College Student: Our Lower Susquehanna Synod’s
annual retreat for youth in 9th grade through college is coming soon! Join us as we
gather with other young people from around the synod for a time of fellowship,
worship, study, and community-building. This year’s retreat will be only two days
long, Saturday January 2 through Sunday January 3. Once again, the cost of the
event is entirely covered by our congregation, and we will be participating with
youth and adults from the other Mechanicsburg area Lutheran churches. See Pastor Caitlin to sign up, or for
more information. Hope to see you there!

Elementary Youth
The next Elementary Youth Group (Kindergarten through 5th grade)
“Koinonia” Event will be held at Trindle Spring on Sunday December
13, from 5-7:30 PM. “Koinonia” is held every second Sunday of the
month, from 5-7:30 PM, at Trindle Spring Lutheran in Mechanicsburg
(14 State Road, less than 5 miles from St. Stephen). We begin with
dinner for the whole family, and then the different ages break into small
groups for a lesson and activities (there is also a Bible study for adults)
‘The remaining dates for 2015-16 are:
Sunday, January 10

Sunday, February 14

Sunday, March 8

Sunday, April 10
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Sunday, May 1 ->This this change to the first
Sunday, so as to avoid Mother's Day

El Salvador
THANK YOU TO EACH ONE OF YOU WHO JOINED THE SALVADORAN SCHOLARSHIP MINISTRY

While we tend to think of scholarships as focusing on the educaonal aspects of aﬀecng lives, there
is also an overall impact on one’s faith life.

By serving youth within ﬂedgling Lutheran communies, we are sending a message that the students’
faith lives are vital to their development. We encourage the young people’s parcipaon in youth acvies,
worship, and outreach opportunies within their communies.

When the youth we have helped with a scholarship has his or her own family, we can only hope and
pray that he or she connues to priorize faith in that family unit. Here is Claudia Flores, whose studies we
supported for many years. When she obtained an American study visa, she made a point to travel here to PA
to thank our congregaon for our help in compleng her goal of becoming an English teacher. Now she has
two children whom she is raising in the Lutheran faith tradion. Her daughter is receiving her First Communion here with Bishop Gomez. We are proud of her.
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Rejoicing Spirits
“Give Thanks”
Psalm 126: It will be like a dream when the LORD
comes back with the cap/ves of Zion. We will laugh
and sing happy songs! Then the other na/ons will
say, “The LORD did a great thing for Zion!” Yes, we
will be happy because the LORD did a great thing for
us. So, LORD, bring back the good /mes, like a desert
stream ﬁlled again with ﬂowing water. Then those
who were sad when they planted will be happy when
they gather the harvest! Those who cried as they
carried the seeds will be happy when they bring in
the crops!

mes. The last part of the Psalm
look forward to be$er mes.
They remind us that God is in the
midst of all the things in our lives,
good and not so good, but he will
be with us and bring us through.
Thank you to David for helping set
-up and greeng; Jonathan for reading; and to Sybil
for leading us in the Lord’s Prayer.

Please include our prayer requests with your prayers
this month:
Beth – Gives thanks for Sophia Romaine
Jonathan – Give thanks for his Dad
Raymond – Gives thanks for Jesus for all of us,
may he connue to bless us and remind us
This month we were
he is here
Pastor Caitlin – Oﬀered prayers for those going
blessed to worship with
through diﬃcult mes, especially children in
our choir as they joined
need, may we receive hope and grace
us for our 5 year anniWe celebrated birthdays this month! Please
versary!
keep our birthday rejoicers in your prayers.
A/er Jonathan read our
Bible reading we talked
Terri – 8/4
about the upcoming holiday this month … ThanksSybil – 11/16
Micah – 12/25
giving! We celebrate this holiday with family and
Come Rejoice With Us!
friends, watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day PaDecember 13
rade and take the opportunity to look back at all our
blessings throughout the year and give thanks!
3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along
Some of the things our rejoicers
are thankful for include Beth’s
granddaughter Jonathan’s good
grades, and Pat is thankful for
her family, and ours. We also
give thanks for our relaonship
with God, growth in our faith
and answered prayers.
And while even some bad things have happened,
like a poor health diagnosis, loss of a job, or a loved
one, these are sll opportunies to grow in faith
with God at our side. The Psalm reading for today
really shows that. In the ﬁrst verses, the Israelites
give thanks and ask God to bring back the good
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4 p.m. Service
Please consider supporng RS by volunteering your
me or donang some fellowship food items for our
service. Contact Becky Rensel at 766-6478 or
becren2007@gmail.com if you are able to help.
Food items needed include: chips, pretzels, cupcakes, cookies, yogurt (for our members with swallowing diﬃcules), or drinks.

St. Stephen Rejoicing Spirits Supports

Worship and Music
Choir Cantata! The St. Stephen NewSpirit Choir will present
What Child Is This?, a new musical arranged by Joel Raney.
This musical features classic favorites of the season and new
composions, along with narrave interludes that we hope
will help you reﬂect on the reason for the season. Come and
hear during morning worship on Sunday, December 20th!

Blue Christmas Service
In every church and community there are persons
who, for one reason or another, simply cannot
enter into the unbridled joy of the Christmas
season. Some must deal with the recent or expected
death of a loved one. Some are coping with the
aftermath of divorce, job loss, sickness—many
different
unfortunate
and
tragic
circumstances. Christmas parties and caroling are
the last things some of us want. “Blue Christmas”
or “Longest Night” services are attempts to
minister to the needs of such persons while still
recognizing that part of the reason for Jesus'
coming was to bring hope and comfort, to heal the
sick, to seek the lost, to restore the broken and
broken-hearted. These services offer a quiet,
meditative worship service that makes time for

remembering, sharing our hurting places with God,
and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ.

A Blue Christmas service will be offered at St.
Paul Lutheran, 6839 Wertzville Rd, Enola on
Monday, December 21 at 7:00 PM

Christmas Eve at St. Stephen: Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM Family Worship with Holy Communion
7:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion (Prelude music
begins at 6:30 PM)
11:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion (Prelude music
begins at 10:30 PM)
Christmas Day at St. Stephen: Friday, December 25
9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
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Parish News
Do you remember when?
[This photo and story was originally published on October 22 on our congregation’s Facebook page. If you’re
on Facebook, be sure to check out (and “like”!) “St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, New Kingstown”
for stories, event updates, and prayer requests]
During my visit with Hen today, he shared this certificate he
received 91 years ago, at the age of two weeks when he
joined St Stephen's Cradle Roll. What a joy it was to listen
to him share memories of DECADES of worship, learning,
service, and fellowship at St Stephen.

What stories do you think today's children will
tell about life at St Stephen? What stories will
YOU share?
I give thanks to God for the rich history of our
congregation, and am grateful for the many,
many men, women, and children, who have
shared time, talent, and treasure to do Gods

If you would like to sponsor altar flower arrangements in 2016, please
contact Kevin in the church office. Often, sponsorships are made to honor
loved ones, celebrate important milestones in life (such as births, adoptions,
birthdays, anniversaries of wedding, adoption, baptism, confirmation), or
2016
give thanks for blessings. Flowers can also be sponsored “To the Glory of
God”. The cost of sponsorship through the florist is $30.00. You can also choose to sponsor a Sunday by
bringing your own flowers to display (just be sure to tell Kevin that’s what you plan to do). Sponsorships
must be arranged by the end of the preceding month. Please plan to take your flowers home with you, or ask
Pastor Caitlin for the name of someone who might like to receive them.
Again in 2016 we will not be ordering flowers for unsponsored Sundays. If a Sunday isn’t sponsored by the
end of the preceding month, the altar table will either remain unadorned, or be decorated with dried wheat,
gourds, etc.
We will continue to offer the opportunity to sponsor lilies at Easter, and poinsettias at Christmas.
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Parish News
We recently purchased books for
the library about
dealing with Demena and Alzheimer's
Disease. Whether
you're caring for
your spouse or aging parent, we have books in the
library to help you with your journey. Crea/ng Moments of Joy for the Person with Alzheimer's or Demen/a and When Your Parent Becomes Your Child:
A Journey of Faith Through my Mother's Demen/a
are just a few of the tles we have on this topic.
We even have a book geared for children, Why Did Grandma Put Her Underwear in the Refrigerator? (An
Explana/on of Alzheimer's Disease for Children), that can help you answer some tough quesons. Check out
the books on display in the Fellowship Hall.
Our Library/Resource Center has nearly 500 books available for your use. Pat Seiple has kept our Library/
Resource Center running for many years. We have books on many topics - everything from bapsm to grief,
from stress to women in the Bible. To check-out a book, sign and date the card in the back of the book and
place it in the small purple holder on the wall under the Psalm quote. To return the book, place it in the
large purple holder beside the check-out container.
If there are topics you'd like to see that we don't currently have, please see Pat Seiple or Laura Wills.
During both services on Sunday, December 13, we will celebrate the rite
of healing with anoinng, praying, and the laying on of hands In its ministry of healing, the church does not seek to replace the gi/s of God that
come through the scienﬁc community, nor does it promise a cure. Rather, we oﬀer and celebrate gi/s such as these: God's presence with
strength and comfort in me of suﬀering, God's promise of wholeness
and peace, and God's love embodied in the community of faith. It is a
privilege for us to celebrate this rite together, especially during Advent,
the expectant waing season of hope and light.

Save the Date: College Reunion Lunch on Sunday December 20. All
current high school and college students, as well as those who have recently
graduated, are invited to lunch with Pastor Caitlin at Middlesex Diner on
Sunday December 20. This is an opportunity to catch up with old friends,
share a bit about what life has been like, and enjoy a FREE meal! Please
RSVP to pastor@ststephenlc.org
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Carol Scheﬀer
Bill McCormick III
Amber Fabian
Glenn Foxx
Marcia Lamp
Jay Livingston
Stephanie Sauve
Garre$ Treaster

1-Dec
6-Dec
9-Dec
19-Dec
19-Dec
20-Dec
20-Dec
20-Dec

Nikolaus Lewis
Benjamin Burson III
Peggy Weigel
Kaitlyn Treaster
Barbara Gordy
Daniel Seiple
Gerald Beam

22-Dec
23-Dec
23-Dec
26-Dec
27-Dec
28-Dec
30-Dec

Olivia Hoke
Norman Stoner
Pat Seiple
Glenn Gross
Jean Whitehead
Kenneth Wiest
Cheryl Neidig
Greg John
Ausn Michael
Batcheler
Dennis Filipovich

3-Jan
4-Jan
5-Jan
8-Jan
9-Jan
9-Jan
10-Jan
13-Jan

Tina Gordon
Carol Shenk
Kenneth Wyland
Mason Haggerty
Robert Lamp
Cory Sauve
Colt Clelan
Marianne Stoner

18-Jan
19-Jan
19-Jan
22-Jan
22-Jan
22-Jan
25-Jan
28-Jan

14-Jan
16-Jan

James Grimm

29-Jan
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Ma$ & Stacy Schroeder
Randy & Cheryl Neidig
Bob & Eleanor Conrad
Lee & Ginny Buzilow
Frank & June Roberto

James & Melissa Grimm
Wayne & Beth Lengel
Richard & Patricia Lingle
Harold & Sandra Bower
Paul & Eugenia Monko

4-Dec
6-Dec
10-Dec
12-Dec
27-Dec

7-Jan
7-Jan
19-Jan
21-Jan
24-Jan

Lord, Hear our Prayers
We have switched to a new platform for our email prayer chain. If you were
previously subscribed to the prayer chain list, you should have received an email
about the changes. If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to
receive notifications of prayer requests throughout the week), you can sign up with
Mike Kulikauskas, or by email office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send
prayer requests to prayer@ststephenlc.org
John Teitman

Military & former pastor of St. Stephen

Adryon Marrero-Boyd Military. Keep On!
Lynette Clements

Very weak (Kathy Burson’s mother) Keep On!

Dan Schillinger

Seizures (Sandy Granberg’s Brother) Keep On!

Clara Schillinger

Alzheimer’s (Sandy Granberg’s Mother) Keep On!

Jacob Smith

Deployed to Afghanistan. Keep On!

Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Sharon Lamp

Caring for Bob Lamp

Hen Yohn

Health issues—Keep On!

Tom Toone

Friend of Rebecca Krausse. Prayers of thanks...cancer free! Now faces major back
surgery Keep On!

Christian Crosniak

Christian Chrosniak’s transfer to the Medical ICU at Johns Hopkins happened without incident. Chris is settling in, but it is taking time. He has had to endure many
tests and evaluations since the move. He has a new type of trach which is constructed
to allow him to speak. There are still many hurdles ahead, please continue to pray for
Christian and his family.

Yaneth Lazo

Caroline Sheaffer asks that we pray for one of our congregation's former scholarship
students, Yaneth Lazo, and her family upon the death of her father. Yaneth is the student with the law career that Caroline spoke about on the first of November. We pray
for peace, comfort, and strength for Yaneth and her family during these difficult
days.

Marian Reed

Please continue to hold Marian Reed in your prayers as she recovers from back surgery at Health South Rehab facilities. We pray for healing, for strength, for peace,
and for hope.

Family and friends of
Bud Gaskin

With sadness for the loss we now feel, but great hope in the promise and hope of resurrection, I share with you the news that our brother in Christ, Albert "Bud" Gaskin,
died this afternoon. Please keep Bud's family in your thoughts and prayers, especially his daughter Starr, son-in-law Harold, children Misty and Stevie, and granddaughter McKenzie. We pray for peace, for comfort, for rest, and for hope.
Preliminary plans are for Bud to be buried in West Virginia, with a memorial service
to follow at St. Stephen in early 2016.
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Thank You
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Thank You

Dear St. Stephen Lutheran Church,
We so appreciate your grand dona/on of $700.00 I volunteer in linens do I know the great need for blankets especially
with winter here. God con/nues to bless us and knowns our
needs. He sends us giving people who meet our needs in this
ministry.
In Christ,
Sue
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Robert Hansen

Be$y Windemaker
Pat Lingle

Freda Wentz
Leslie Menear

Alan & Dawn
Gamble

Laura Wills

Greeter

Nursery

Tom & Kathy Burson; Le Ewell

Counters

Ken & Carol
Clelland

Laura Wills

Bill & Laura
Wills

Chick Denison*
Roger Immell
Terri Laquitara

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Maxine
Montgomery

Beth Lengel

Sue Rodgers

David Herb

Jadam Smith
Angel Smith
Randy Neidig
David Herb
Tom Burson
TBD

8:00 am

7:00/11:00p
m

Frank & June
Roberto

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Kathy Burson

Ma$
Schroeder

Tom Burson

Jadam Smith

10:45 am

December 27

Bill Wills

Jenna Gordon

David Herb

5:00pm

December 24

Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Terri Laquitara

Steve Read

David Herb

10:45 am

Terri Laquitara

Lori Shope

Larry & Gail
Phillippy

Chick Denison*
Roger Immell
Terri Laquitara

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Lynne Immell

Lynne Immell

Melinda Bailey

David Herb

8:00 am

December 20

Altar Guild

Jane Tracey

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Chick Denison*
Roger Immell
Terri Laquitara

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Chick Denison*
Roger Immell
Terri Laquitara

Ushers

Carol Clelland

Daryl
Gochenaur

Terri Laquitara

Ja ‘Net Grey

Communion

Art Grove

Greg John

Beth Lengel

Cantor

Terri Laquitara

Paule$e
Krewson

Beth Lengel

Assisng
Minister

Terri Laquitara

Pat
Gilmore-Lee

David Herb

10:45 am

S

Alan Gamble

Lector

David Herb

8:00 am

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

December 13

Sarah Houser

Sara Houser

Acolyte

8:00 am

December 6
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Sue Rodgers

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Communion

Ushers

Sco$ and Crystal Houser

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Rebecca
Krausse and
sons

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Julie Grove

Daryl
Gochenaur

Bob and Marla Hansen; TBD

Art and Julie
Grove

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Kathy Burson

TBD

Lynne Immell

TBD

TBD

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

Counters

Mary and Lenny Zook

Greg John

Paule$e
Krewson

Carol Clelland

TBD

TBD

TBD

David Herb

8:00 am

Maxine Montgomery

Frank and June
Roberto

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Art Grove

TBD

TBD

Jenn Gordon

10:45 am

January 17

Altar Guild

Daryl Gochenaur
Ja'net Grey

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Beth Lengel

Cantor

Greeter

Ja ‘Net Grey

TBD

TBD

Assisng
Minister

TBD

TBD

Lector

Sara Houser

Hayden
Krausse

David Herb

8:00 am

10:45 am

January 10

Acolyte

8:00 am

January 3

Sherry Rudacille
Sue Rodgers

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Maxine
Montgomery

TBD

TBD

David Herb

8:00 am

Steve, Judy and
Josiah Read

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Roger Immell

Ma$
Schroeder

TBD

TBD

Carly Gordoin

10:45 am

January 24

Grace Stoner

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Bill Wills

Beth Lengel

TBD

TBD

Sara Houser

8:00 am

Pat and Parker
Lee

Tom Burson*
Bob Hansen
Julie Grove
Grant Foxx

Art Grove

Art Grove

TBD

TBD

Hayden
Krausse

10:45 am

January 31
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28
6:00p Boy Scouts

27
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

14
6:00p Boy Scouts
6:00p Congregational
Council @ the Rowe’s

21
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism Committee Meeting

Koinoinia

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits Ser-

7
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

20
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

13
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p
vice
5:00p

SUN

29
9:00a
Club
10:00a
6:00p
6:00p

Bible Study
Chimes Rehearsal
Fitness 4 Focus

The Breakfast

22
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

15
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

30
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

23
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

16
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

9
6:00p Quilting
7:00p Education Committee Meeting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

2
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Stewardship Committee Meeting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

1
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

8
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

WED

TUE

31
9:00a

24
9:00a
5:00p
7:00p
11:00p

17
9:00a

10
9:00a

3
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting
Christmas Eve Svc
Christmas Eve Svs
Christmas Eve Svs

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

THU

FRI

9:30a

Christmas Day Service

25 Christmas Day

18

11

4

December 2015

26

19
5:00p Free Community
Meal

12
12:00p Easter Seals Saturday Smash

5
9:30a 4-H Creative
Expressions Club
12:00p Hanging of the
Greens
12:00p Easter Seals Saturday Smash

SAT
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31
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

25
6:00p Boy Scouts

24
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship
12:00p Lunch and Legacy
Workshop

11
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation Council Meeting

18
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism Committee Meeting

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits
Koinoinia

10
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p
5:00p

4
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

17
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulcimers Practice

3
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

26
9:00a
Club
10:00a
6:00p
6:00p
Bible Study
Chimes Rehearsal
Fitness 4 Focus

The Breakfast

19
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus
7:00p Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

12
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

5
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Fitness 4 Focus

TUE

27
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

20
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

13
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

6
6:00p Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

WED

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

28
9:00a Quilting
7:00p Pastor Houck
Konde Diocese Trip

21
9:00a

14
9:00a

7
9:00a

THU

January 2016

29

22

15

8

1

FRI

SAT

30
5:00p Just Fast Dinner at
Trindle Springs

23

16
5:00p Free Community
Meal

9
9:30a 4-H Creative
Expressions Club
12:00p Christmas Undecorating

2

Poinsettias
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Saturday, December 5th
12:00 pm

Saturday, January 9th
12:00 pm

“Hanging of the Greens”

Come help us
put away
the decorations

Come help us
decorate
the church!

All ages and abilities welcome for this
inter-generational family event.
Bring a friend or a neighbor and begin
the joyful anticipation of our celebration of
our Savior’s birth!

Advent Bible Study:
“Sent: Delivering the Good News of Christmas”
Tuesdays at 10 AM and 7 PM

Join us on Tuesdays during Advent for a special Bible study, "Sent:
Delivering the Good News of Christmas". This study will remind
us of the Good News we celebrate at Christmas, and how we are
called to share this Good News with a thirsty world. You can
choose between the morning session (10 AM) or the evening
session (7 PM). All are welcome. Questions? Contact Pastor
Caitlin. Sign ups are appreciated on the “Plugged In” Bulletin
Board.
The Tuesdays in Advent are: December 1, December 8, December
15, and December 22.
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Worship Opportunities in December & January

Pastor
Pastor Caitlin Glass
pastor@StStephenLC.org
Parish Office Manager
Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

December 6
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
December 13
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
4:00pm: Rejoicing Spirits

Youth & Family Ministries Director
youth@StStephenLC.org
Organist & Choir Director
Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org
Custodian
Michael Wogan
Website
http://www.StStephenLC.org

December 20
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
December 24
5pm Christmas Eve Service
7pm Christmas Eve Service
11pm Christmas Eve Service

December 25
9:30am Christmas Service
December 27
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
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January 3
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
January 10
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
4:00pm: Rejoicing Spirits
January 17
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
January 24
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
January 31
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

