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“St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the
Holy Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.”
St. Stephen glorifies God, who first loves us, and bears witness to God’s Son, Jesus Christ, by…
...Preaching, teaching and sharing God's Word and Sacrament;
. . Providing opportunities for repentance, forgiveness, prayer, praise, and thanksgiving;
. . . Being sensitive to other's needs and concerns, reaching out in loving service to the congregation, the local
community, and the world;
. . . Creating an environment that fosters fellowship, compassion, mutual acceptance, and opportunities for
personal growth;
. . Supporting each individual in the development and use of his/her God-given talents in service to God and
the community.
(Mission and Values Statement, Revised July 2015)
our mission statement is displayed and to be more
intentional in our own use of the mission statement as
For the past several months, our Congregational
a guide for the decisions we make as a leadership
Council has been reviewing, discussing, discerning,
body. We also decided to condense the mission
and praying about our congregation’s mission
statement a little bit by separating out the actions and
statement. Guided by feedback we received at the
practices into a Values Statement, as displayed above.
Café Sessions held earlier this year, we concluded
that our former mission statement, adopted years ago, We hope that this shorter, revised statement will be a
little easier for everyone to remember, use, and share.
still expresses who we are and who we feel God is
We are excited to live our mission this fall in a
calling us to be. While recognizing that there is
number of ways, particularly through the resumption
always room for growth and renewal, many
congregation members also reflected that we are, by of our Community Meals (complete with a special
evening activity each month!) and the celebration of
and large, still living the values expressed in the
mission statement.
our 45th Apple Festival to benefit families in our
local community. I thank you for your partnership in
Two comments we heard a few times were that our
ministry and participation in God’s work in and
mission statement is (1) very long and (2) not very
through this congregation.
visible in our life together. As a Council, we talked
extensively about this and agreed that the mission
In hope,
statement used to be more visible than it is today. We
Pastor Caitlin
commit to be more intentional about where and how
God’s grace and peace to you this day!
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Leadership Ledger
Executive Summary Report: To that end, Council committed to rising 3rd graders and preschoolers,
Council met on Monday, July 13th,
2015
The following actions were taken
Approved an additional $650
transfer from the Tara Shenk
Memorial Interest Fund to
supplement the congregation’s
generous donations of $3,350 to
fund attendance of 6 youth, Pastor
Caitlin & Ryan Haggerty at the
National Youth Gathering in
Detroit. Council and the youth
thank you for your generosity.
Approved a job description for the
Youth Director position. The
position is designed as a shared
position with St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Mechanicsburg to jointly
support the Youth and Family
Ministry programs of both
churches.
Approved a special offering in
November to benefit El Salvador
scholarships.
Additionally, Council
Planned our Rally Day
Congregational Picnic which will
be held Sunday, September 13th
(the Sunday after Labor Day) after
2nd service.
Affirmed a revised statement of
mission, after months of
conversation: St. Stephen
Evangelical Lutheran Church is a
community of faith inspired and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
proclaim boldly the Good News of
God’s loving, saving presence in
the world. This revised statement
of mission is based on the
conversations we shared earlier this
year that affirmed that our mission
statement still accurately reflects
who God is calling us to be. Now
we are making plans that will help
us live out this mission more fully.
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identifying resources to coordinate
monthly Community Meals,
starting again September 19th; the
3rd Saturday of the month from 5-6
p.m. We also look forward to
adding a program after the meal to
provide additional opportunities for
fellowship. Programs are yet to be
defined, but some ideas include a
“hymn sing”, community history
discussion, or a holiday skit as we
did for our December meal last
year. If you are interested in
participating as a coordinator,
volunteering to cook or serve meals
or if you have ideas for a program
offering, please see Pastor Caitlin
or any Council member.

Council met on Monday, August
10th, 2015
Council would like to thank Al
Lewis for his many years of service
as the Financial Secretary and Al
and Rejenia for their service of the
Simply Giving Program.
The following actions were taken:
In light of Al’s semi-retirement,
Council approved Cheryl Neidig as
our new Financial Secretary and
appointed Terri Laquitara to finish
Cheryl’s term as Council Secretary
through December. Thank you to
both Cheryl and Terri for taking on
additional service opportunities on
behalf of the congregation.
Approved designation of the
$1,498.47 received from the
InFaith Community Foundation, on
behalf of Richard and Sara Jane
Snyder, to the Sara Jane Snyder
Memorial Fund at St. Stephen, as
was done last year.
Approved Educational Ministries
request to purchase additional
Bibles for Lloyd’s classroom,

not to exceed $700; funded from
the Longsdorf Endowment Interest
Fund.
Approved a revised job description
for the Office Manager, with an
amended resolution to include
Kevin’s administration of the
Simply Giving Program under the
direction of Finance.
Additionally, Council
.Congratulated Pastor Caitlin on
her
acceptance
to
Messiah
College’s
Clergy
Leadership
Program. Only 15 pastors from the
Central PA Christian community
were selected for the program. It is
an honor that she has been
recognized as an emerging leader
within our community.
Requests you mark your calendar
for Sunday, Sept 20 after 2nd
service to attend our next Safe Kids
Training Class.
Set November 15th as the meeting
date for the next Congregational
meeting at 1:00. Council would
also like to thank Becky Rensel and
Paulette Krewson for volunteering
to serve as co-coordinators for
Community Meals; and Lloyd
Sheaffer for volunteering to serve
as the Activity Coordinator for our
after meal activity.
We look
forward to serving with you
monthly at these community
events, with the first meal
scheduled for September 19th.
Look for additional information in
the bulletin and newsletter.
The September Council meeting
has been moved to Tuesday,
September 15th. So, this is an
opportunity to attend a meeting and
join in our discussions. You are
always welcome.

Social Ministries
St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church
invites all to a

and More
The St. Stephen parish resumes its monthly Community Meals Ministry on Saturday, September 19, 2015,
from 5:00 to 6:00 P.M. All members of the community are welcome to gather for a free meal and fellowship.
The aim of these congregational/community gatherings is to bring together members of the local community
and members of our congregation in order to nourish all who hunger for physical, spiritual, and relational
food. Meals will be offered on the third Saturday evening of each month (except October).
The nature of this growing program is changing. Each month after the meal, diners will have the opportunity
to enjoy a short after-dinner activity. One month it might be a musical program; another month it might be a
holiday skit; another time it might be a hymn sing. Possibilities abound. The hope is to provide further
occasions to share our gifts and God’s grace-full fellowship with those among whom we live. In the
conversations around the table and during the post-meal events, we could find moments to listen to others’
stories and to share our own, particularly those about our faith.
Such programming is just one of several ways St. Stephen’s members can endeavor to fulfill our called
mission by . . .
. . . Being sensitive to other's needs and concerns, reaching out in loving service to the
congregation,
the local community, and the world;
. . . Creating an environment that fosters fellowship, compassion, mutual acceptance, and
opportunities for personal growth;
Watch the weekly bulletins, the monthly NewSpirit, and the St. Stephen website for details of each month’s
Meal and More event.
~~~~

...
. . . not only for food and fellowship, but also to serve.
St. Stephen members are encouraged to become involved in this activity beyond enjoying the meal itself.
Folks are always needed to help prepare the food for the evenings. Perhaps you could organize and present a
follow-up social activity. Being a “Dinner Companion” who sits with our guests from the community is a
good way to help visitors feel comfortable. Of course, everyone can help fulfill the vision of the Meal and
More activity by inviting others to be a part of the evenings’ activities.
Contact Pastor Caitlin or any Congregational Council member for further information.
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Social Ministries
FOOD-FOOD-FOOD We at St. Stephen certainly do feed our neighbors
well---baby food for Project Share, New Hope, meals for shut-ins,
community meals, emergency food and Giant gift cards for those who stop in
for help, and lest we not forget the treats served on Sunday morning during
fellowship time.
During September and October Social Ministries will be collecting food
for our brothers and sisters in Christ at the Gettysburg Seminary.
Many of the students are in need and it seems right and good that we nourish
those who are studying to nourish us.
The seminary food pantry is in need of the following items: Black beans (canned or bagged), Quinoa,
Lentils, Rice, Gluten Free Products, Canned meat, Peanut butter, Canned fruit, Canned tomatoes, Canned
corn, Canned carrots, Instant oatmeal, Fruit bars or pop tarts
Your contributions can be placed in the box in Fellowship Hall.
On September 20, Ariel Williams, a mother and current student at Gettysburg Seminary, will join us in
worship to share her story, and say “thank you” for our support of the seminary food pantry.
—Thank you from Social Ministries Committee

Walk 4 Water
One in every four people around the world doesn’t have easy access to clean water.
Every day, women in sub-Saharan Africa walk more than 3 miles to fetch water for
their families. This year, ELCA youth who attended the Gathering in Detroit have
teamed up with ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water program to raise $500,000
for water projects around the world. Through these gifts, local communities will be
equipped to provide water for drinking and growing crops, sanitation and hygiene,
as well as ongoing health education, training and maintenance. Grab a donation sheet from the bulletin
board, collect some donations, and join us at Trindle Spring Lutheran Church (14 State Road, Mechanicsburg) as we walk three miles to collect our own water and learn more about the water crisis around the
world. Registration will begin at 1:30pm, and the walk will start at 2:00. Help us support our youth as they
strive to make a difference by creating healthier families, stronger economies, and a future filled with hope!

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Backpack Packing at St. Stephen: Sunday, September 13
THANK YOU for all the supplies you’ve been collecting these past few months!
Your generosity is going to make a big difference in the lives of school children all
around the world. We hope you’ll be able to join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 13, as we pack these bags! We’ll meet in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 AM for
learning, Bible study, and instructions. Then we’ll join together, using “Our hands”
to do “God’s work”! All ages are welcome.
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Social Ministries
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Social Ministries
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Event at New Hope Ministries: Sunday, September 20
Join with members of other Mechanicsburg Area Lutheran Churches for an afternoon of service at New Hope
Ministries in Mechanicsburg. We’ll meet at New Hope (5228 E. Trindle Road Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 ) at
2:00 PM for instructions, then will serve together until around 4:00 PM. This is a great way to serve our
neighbors while meeting our neighbors as well. There are tasks for volunteers of all ability levels. Children
as young as 10 are welcome to volunteer, but kids and youth under 16 must be accompanied
by a parent or other adult. Questions? See Pastor Caitlin
What will we be doing?
We won’t know until we arrive exactly what we’ll be doing, but here are some ideas:
•

There are materials for New Hope’s budgeting class that can be assembled. This would
work well for older folks who might be less mobile.

•

Projects in the food pantry and warehouse might include: bagging rice, grinding coffee,
putting labels on unmarked goods, or packaging other foods.

All are welcome, but please help us plan by signing up on the “Plugged In” bulletin board. Questions? See
Pastor Caitlin

Youth and Family Ministries: Elementary Youth
This year, I am excited to announce that our
Elementary Youth Group (Kindergarten through 5th
grade) will be partnering with Trindle Spring
Lutheran Church in Mechanicsburg for events and
activities. It is our hope that this partnership will
introduce our kids to other young children of faith in
our local community, and strengthen the
programming we are able to offer.
On the second Sunday of every month, from 5-7:30
PM, we will gather with the children and adults of
Trindle Spring at Trindle Spring for "Koinoinia" - A
time of fellowship, learning, and service. Dinner will
be served for the whole family at 5:00 PM, and then
the different ages will break into small groups for a
lesson and activities. Trindle Spring Lutheran is
located at 14 State Rd,
Mechanicsburg (less
than 5 miles from St.
Stephen). If your child
plans to attend, please
fill out the attached
Emergency Form, and
bring it with you to
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Trindle Spring. If you have any questions, please be
in touch with me.
The dates for 2015-16 are:
Sunday, September 13, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, October 11, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, November 8, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, December 13, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, January 10, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, February 14, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, March 8, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, April 10, 5-7:30 PM
Sunday, May 1, 5-7:30 PM -->This this change to the
first Sunday, so as to avoid Mother's Day
From time to time, we will also schedule extra
activities with other congregations, and with just our
congregation. To that end, mark your calendars for
Sunday, November 1, when we will join with the
children and youth from Trinity, Mechanicsburg, for a
trip to Paulus Orchard--for a corn maze, pedal carts,
wagon rides, and much more! More information and
sign-ups to come.

Youth and Family Ministries
Calling all children and youth! Please mark your calendars for these upcoming events!
• Progressive Youth Meeting, August 30, 4-7 PM beginning at St. Peter. Open to youth in grades 6-12.
Have you ever heard of a “Progressive Dinner”, where you travel from house to house, enjoying a
meal course at every stop? We will be kicking off the new school year with a “Progressive Youth
Meeting” on Sunday, August 30th, traveling en masse to each of the Mechanicsburg Lutheran
congregations and doing a different activity at each stop. We’ll start at St. Peter’s with an icebreaker,
then travel to St. Mark and Trinity for Bible Study and a mission project. Next we’ll stop at Trindle
Spring for a game, and then we’ll finish at St. Stephen for a prayer activity and dinner. We hope
you’ll plan to join us, and bring a friend, for this first event of the school year!
• Alive Middle School Youth Retreat, September 25-27 at Camp Nawakwa. Open to youth in grades 6-8.
More information below
• Walk 4 Water on Sunday, October 4 at 2:00 PM at Trindle Spring. Open to all ages!
See page 4 for more information
• Photo Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, December 6. Open to youth grades in 6-12.
We’ll travel around Mechanicsburg (driven by responsible adult drivers) scouting out the best signs,
faces, and sights we can find.
• Winterfest Senior High Retreat, January 2-3 at Lancaster Host Resort. Open to youth in grades 9-12 and
college students.
• “Break the Fast” Lock-in and Service Learning Event on April 29-30 at Trindle Spring. Open to youth in
grades 6-12.

Youth and Family Ministry Director combined position. St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mechanicsburg and
St. Stephen Lutheran Church in New Kingstown are seeking applicants for a combined position of Youth and
Family Ministry Director. The applicant is required to have a high school diploma and experience developing
and directing youth ministries. A college graduate with a certification from an accredited institution of higher
education; a certified lay professional degree; or certificate issued by an ELCA-approved religious school is
preferred (or willing to obtain). Must be self-motivated, creative, and organized. Background check and clearances required.
Please email resumes to employment@StStephenLC.org or mail your resume to St. Stephen Lutheran
Church, 30 West Main Street / PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 Attention: Bill Wills.
Youth in Grades 6-8, mark your calendars NOW for our synod’s middle school youth retreat, “ALiVE
2015”, September 25-27, 2015 at Camp Nakawakwa.
The 2015 event will focus on “Community.” An important aspect of our life together as brothers and sisters in
Christ, Paul often referred to us as ONE body, and as Lutherans, we have always held the gathered
community as an integral part of our life together as people of God. Teens
get this, they understand community, whether it’s an online community
gathered around social media, or a collection of friends chilling at a Friday
night football game or at a friend’s house. But what does it mean to be part
of a community of believers? To be part of the body of Christ, as Paul
suggests? Discover the similarities and differences at ALiVE 2015! If you
are interested in attending this event with youth and adults from the other
Mechanicsburg Area Lutheran Churches, please let Pastor Caitlin know as
soon as possible. She’ll get you set with registration forms and all that fun
stuff.
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Youth and Family Ministries: National Youth Gathering
A “Skittles Explosion” in Detroit
In July, 19 youth and adults from Mechanicsburg congregations joined 30,000 Lutherans as we took over the city of
Detroit, MI for the ELCA Youth Gathering. Decked out in
bright orange t-shirts, we looked to some residents like “a
Skittles factory had exploded” all over downtown Detroit.
We kicked off the event with a gathering at Ford Field,
home of the Detroit Lions football team, where we sang, prayed, and heard speakers, including ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. Each night we returned to Ford Field for worship, concerts, and more speakers
who all shared their experiences around issues of inequality and God’s presence in places of hopelessness and
death. Our activities during the day on each of the three main days of the Gathering led us to practice being
God’s hands and feet in the world as we brought messages of hope and resurrection.

On Proclaim Community day, we learned, played, and served at a
variety of display booths in the enormous Cobo convention center.
One activity we all shared was the opportunity to build walls for
Habitat for Humanity houses. All 13 of our youth got to swing hammers, and no thumbs were harmed!

On Proclaim Justice day, we took a bus into the suburbs of
Detroit where we worked to clear debris and overgrown
trees from abandoned properties. A neighbor told us that
one home had been unoccupied for almost 15 years! Our
work helped to make the neighborhood safer and let the
neighbors know that they haven’t been forgotten in Detroit’s slow economic recovery.
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On Proclaim Story day, we joined other members of our Synod for worship with Bishop Dunlop. We
spent some time talking about God’s big story of salvation and redemption, and we thought about how our
stories fit into that larger narrative. It was great to see some familiar faces from regional events like Winterfest and Leadership Training Camp.
On our last morning in Detroit, we celebrated the Eucharist with 30,000
sisters and brothers in Christ – a powerful testament to God’s work in
the world! Our youth and adults had a wonderful time getting to know
the city of Detroit and other Lutheran youth from around the country.
We were challenged in many ways by our experiences and learned a lot
about ourselves, our faith, and what God is up to in the world. THANK
YOU for supporting us in this unique and life-changing experience.
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Rejoicing Spirits
“God Hears Our Cries”
Psalm 130 Lord, I am in deep trouble, so I am calling to you for help. My Lord, listen to me. Listen to my cry
for help. Lord, if you punished people for all their sins, no one would be left alive. But you forgive people, so
they fear and respect you. I am waiting for the Lord to help me. My soul waits for him. I trust what he says. I
am waiting for my Lord, like a guard waiting and waiting for the morning to come. Israel, trust in the Lord.
The Lord is the one who is faithful and true. He saves us again and again, and he is the one who will save the
people of Israel from all their sins.
Good thing Rejoicing Spirits is a no-shush service! In addition to our spirited hymns, there was a lot of laughter going on during the sermon. That is right .. DURING the sermon. It started out as a typical sermon. Grace
read Psalm 130 for us. Then, Pastor Evan talked to us about the Psalm. He repeated, “Lord, I am in deep trouble, so I am calling to you for help.” Pastor Evan explained that we can trust God will hear us when we are in
trouble, feeling sad, or lonely. Then we talked about the line “I trust what he says.” God always tells the truth,
and he is the one in which we can always place our trust.
And then, Pastor Evan left. Yep, he left the sanctuary. He asked that we continue to call him. And call him
we did, using first our talking voice .. “Pastor Evan”, then as he got further away, we used our playground
voice “PASTOR EVAN”. And as he got further, and could barely hear us, we used our “Mom just called us to
dinner voice”, but instead of yelling “COMING” at the top of our lungs .. we yelled “PASTOR EVAN”. Then,
just as quickly as he left, he returned. He told us that the further he got away from us, the harder it was for us
to hear him. But then he reminded us, “I’m not God”. Pastor Evan explained that God promises he will hear
us and that we are never too far away.
Pastor Evan closed with a beautiful prayer: “Thank you God for hearing us. Thank you for never be so far
away you can’t hear us.”
Thank you to all our volunteers especially Grace for reading, Ethan for assisting Nick with the Power Point
and David for helping us clean-up. Thank you also to our other volunteers: Becky, Beth, Bev, Bill, Marcia,
Sara, and Lola and Jaden for serving as our photographers and Nick for serving as our technology coordinator.
And thank you to Pastor Evan!
Please include our prayer requests with your prayers this month:
Jonathan – Pray for his brother, Micah
Marcia – Pray for her daughter and grandson who are in Colorado; that they have a fun and safe trip
Sara – Pray for a friend with cancer
Beth – Offered thanks for her first granddaughter, expected next month
Pastor Evan - Offered thanks for this safe travels and prayers for those traveling. And he offered thanks for his
beautiful granddaughter.
Rose – Prayed for peace and healing for all who have lost someone close to them, may you bring them peace.
Ethan – Prayed for his safe travels to a home and a safe return
Grace – Prayed for Grandma and Poppy
We celebrated many birthdays this month! Please keep our birthday rejoicers in your prayers:
Grace – 7/9

Bill – 8/20

Sara – 9/22

Seth – 7/18

Ethan – 9/3

Raymond - 9/24

Mark – 7/24

Matt – 9/17
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Rejoicing Spirits
Please consider attending an RS service in 2015 to check us out.
Please consider supporting RS by volunteering your time or donating some fellowship food items for our
service. Contact Becky Rensel at 766-6478 or becren2007@gmail.com if you are able to help. Food items
needed include: chips, pretzels, cupcakes, cookies, yogurt (for our members with swallowing difficulties), or
drinks.
Come Rejoice With Us!
September 13th
3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along

4 p.m. Service

St. Stephen Rejoicing Spirits Supports
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El Salvador
ACCOMMODATIONS IN EL SALVADOR
WHERE DO YOU STAY WHEN YOU GO TO EL SALVADOR?

This is a queson we oen are asked. We do NOT stay in high-end hotels such as a Hilton! Guesthouses dot
the urban landscape. They are small, privately run homes or mini-bouque type motels of various sizes.
Oen the owner lives on-site in a poron of the establishment.

Most have rooms to accommodate any size delegaon from the States. Many rooms are large dormitorystyle ones where extra beds can be brought in depending on the size of the group. They can get crowded
and noisy, but are relavely inexpensive.

Our guesthouse here accommodated our group of 35 mostly high school and college students.

WHERE DO YOU EAT?

We tend to eat at least breakfast at the guesthouse. Somemes we eat dinner here also because we know
the food is prepared safely (ie. Veggies and fruits are washed in puriﬁed water) and porons are meager and
a bit repeve. There are NO seconds. Beans and rice are served at nearly every meal. We also invite and
treat our interviewees and friends to join us in nearly every meal.

Typical Guesthouse Meals
Breakfast
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Dinner

El Salvador
ANY OTHER REASONS YOU PREFER A GUESTHOUSE?
Another beneﬁt to staying in a guesthouse is the owner is willing to take calls, prepare special food, call us
safe taxi drivers, and run errands for us. This was a HUGE beneﬁt for a sickie! We also meet very interesng
people to interact with, connect for future projects, ﬁnd common cause somemes, or end up interviewing
on occasion.

A Guesthouse Meal
WHEN DO YOU NOT STAY AT A GUESTHOUSE? We somemes stay out in the rural campesino communies
where the families we support live. They live in abject poverty and being among them shows us their reality
and demonstrates our solidarity with them. This may mean sleeping in a hammock outdoors or in very
crowded condions in one room with the whole family including the chickens, dogs, and lots of mosquitos.
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Educational Ministries
RALLY DAY, Sunday, September 13
Join the fun and fellowship as we kick-off a new program year at St.
Stephen in the following ways:
• Worship with Installation of Sunday School Teachers and
Presentation of Bibles, 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Preschoolers and third graders will be presented with brand new,
age-appropriate Bibles so they can learn Bible stories at home
and at church. We will also be playing “catch up” and presenting Bibles to students
who never received a preschool or early elementary Bible. (If you’re an adult, and
need a Bible of your own, please let Pastor Caitlin or Laura Wills know!) We hope to
see you then!
• Rally Day Sunday School Celebration with Packing of School Kits and a “Back to
School” Reprise , 9:30-10:30 AM Every member of the congregation is invited to
attend this fun-filled, kick-off event for all ages.
• Annual Church Picnic at noon with games, food, and fun! How can you help? Bring a
dish to pass; Help set up for food preparation and clean up. Just jump in… (St. Stephen
will provide the meats, drinks, and paper products.)
Individual Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 20 at 9:30 a.m. We have
plenty of room for everyone - you, your kids, your grandkids and your
neighbors!
• We have 3 adult classes led by Tom Burson, Greg John and Lloyd
Sheaffer - try them all to see which one is the right fit for you!
• Our youth classes are grouped by the following grades: Age 3-Grade 1,
Grades 2-4, Grades 5-8, Grades 9-12.
SUMMER ACADEMY
Thank you to all the teachers who lead the adult and youth classes this summer so we could
continue our learning over the summer. A special thank you to the volunteers who led the
kids classes: Bonnie Baim, Bev Caley, Tina Gordon, Ja'net Grey, Rebecca Krausse, Mike
Kulikauskas, Maxine Montgomery and Caroline Sheaffer. I appreciate your help! -- Laura
Wills, Chair of the Educational Ministries Committee
SUMMER CAMP
We had lots of members attend church camp this summer - traditional weekly camp at Nawakwa, Family Camp and Nawakwa's Day Camp in Mechanicsburg. The church provided
17 scholarships to help send our members to camp "...a place and time apart...where God's
presence is experienced, faith is renewed, Christ's love is felt, and the Church is strengthened for the service and proclamation of the Gospel!" Thank you for your support of this
important ministry.
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Mechanicsburg Area “Cooperative Corner” Updates
St. Stephen is currently involved in cooperative ministry conversations and activities with four other Lutheran
churches in the Mechanicsburg area (including Trindle Spring, St. Mark, St. Peter, and Trinity). This periodic
“Cooperative Corner” column will help you stay informed we celebrate completed events, plan upcoming
initiatives, and discuss possibilities for the future. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Caitlin,
Al Lewis, Rose Hlavac, or any member of our Council.
CELEBRATING WHAT GOD HAS DONE:
Mechanicsburg Day Camp: Nineteen children from our five congregations played, learned about the Bible,
and enjoyed the summer weather together during a five-day camp program staffed by counselors from Camp
Nawakwa. Next year’s day camp will take place June 19 to June 24 at St Mark.
ELCA Youth Gathering: Nineteen youth and adults from three of our
congregations traveled to Detroit in July for service, learning, fellowship, and
worship with 30,000 other Lutherans from across the country.
Underground Skate Park: Our second mobile skate park day drew a good crowd
of local skateboarders to the parking lot at Trinity despite hot and humid weather
on August 1. Thanks to everyone who helped with setting up the ramps and
providing food!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sunday, Aug 30, 2015: Progressive Youth meeting
Sunday, Sept 20, 2015: God’s Work Our Hands at New Hope Ministries – see page ?? for more info
Sunday, Oct 4, 2015: Walk4Water fundraiser – see page ?? for more info
Sept 25-27, 2015: ALiVE retreat for middle school youth – see page ?? for more info
Sunday, December 5, 2015: Youth Photo Scavenger Hunt
Apr 29-30, 2016: “Break the Fast” youth fundraiser, lock in, and hunger education program
June 19-June 24, 2016: Day Camp at St. Mark
DISCERNING THE FUTURE
The Art of Neighboring: A sub-committee of 1-2 people from each congregation is forming to gather data and
develop an Area Mission Strategy. If you are interested in helping to discern how God is calling us to love our
neighbors in Mechanicsburg, let your pastor know you’d like to participate in this discussion.
Guests from Lebanon: Leaders from a cooperative ministry team in Lebanon will be invited to a future meeting
to share their story of forming and structuring a formal cooperative ministry.
Worshipping Together: Possibilities abound for ways we can worship God and share
our traditions with one another. Conversation will continue at future meetings.
Prayers Needed: Please pray for wisdom as our congregations continue to discern our
future together and for openness to the work and guiding of God’s Spirit among us.
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Stewardship
David’s Mighty Men: Stewardship In Action
By HUGH WHELCHEL
Then the three might men broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew water out
of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and carried it to David. But he would not
drink of it. He poured it out to the LORD. -2 Samuel 23:16
The Old Testament contains some
of the most remarkable stories.
Many of these tales revolve around
a young shepherd boy named David who grew up to become the
great King of Israel.

drink the water they had risked
their lives to retrieve. He poured it
on the ground instead.

David was not rejecting the sacrifice of the men who had gotten water for him. Rather, he was proHis ascension to the throne was not nouncing their sacrifice too holy
without difficulties. Shortly after for him to selfishly consume.
he was anointed by the prophet
What an inspiring picture of the
Samuel, David fell out of favor
with the establishment and had to way Christians are called to live
flee for his life. He hid out in the their lives. The Apostle Paul tells
us in 2 Corinthians 5:15 that bewilderness outside of Jerusalem
with a group of his loyal followers. cause Christ died for us, “… those
The Bible calls this group “David’s who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for
mighty warriors.”
their sake died and was raised.”
One story in 2 Samuel recounts a
time when David’s mighty men
This Old Testament story vibrantly
overheard King David say, “Oh
illustrates the fact that we should
that someone would give me water not selfishly live our lives for ourto drink from the well of Bethleselves. David poured the water out
hem which is by the gate!” (2 Sam- on the ground as a sacrifice to the
uel 23:15). At this point in time,
Lord. Likewise, we are to take the
Israel’s hated enemies, the Philis- priceless gifts that God has given
tine’s had taken control of the city us and pour them out as a sacrifice
of Bethlehem. It was heavily
in service to Him and to our fellow
guarded.
man. This is what the Bible calls
Stewardship.
Three mighty men, on their own,
went down and fought their way
The Bible says a great deal about
through the line of the Philistines. Stewardship because this concept
They made their way to the well in touches every area of our lives:
Bethlehem, where they drew water
A way of living that involves
to take back to the young King.
one’s daily activities, valThey eluded the pursuing Philisues and goals for life, and
tines, returned to their hideout, and
the use of all possessions.
presented the water to David.
It begins with God and His
plans for creation and purTo their surprise, David would not
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poses for humankind. The
steward is God’s responsible representation and manager of all creation.
This type of stewardship requires a
fundamental commitment to present ourselves completely to God
as his servants, with no reservations.
Stewardship is not one more thing
we have to do, but a way of seeing
everything we already do in a very
different light.
In return this “whole life stewardship” will add the peace, fulfillment, significance, and purpose to
our lives, in the here and now, that
we all desperately seek.
You might be asking, “That’s
great. But what does practical
stewardship look like in my life?
What does it look like to view everything I do in a different light?
What are concrete changes I can
make?”
These are all great questions, and
we’ll be answering them in upcoming Newsletters, as part of a new
series on Stewardship.
Presented by Your Stewardship
Committee:
Marla Hansen
Pastor Caitlin
Al Lewis
Bill
Rowe Lela Ewell

Eucharistic Ministry
YOUNG PEOPLE BRING JOY DURING HOME COMMUNION
As a variaon of “Take your child to work day,” I menoned to seven-year-old granddaughter Lacey
that I was going to give home communions to two of our members – one in her home and one in a
nursing home. “Can I go along?” she asked. “Absolutely,” I responded and told her a liCle of what
she might expect with each of them in order to prepare her.
She was quiet at ﬁrst but answered the quesons the ladies asked her and was happy to help them
follow along in the bullen; this gave her an acve role. When we came to the distribuon itself, I
asked if Lacey wanted to partake of the elements, since she has had First Communion instrucon at
Trinity Lutheran Church in State College and takes Communion regularly. “Sure!” she eagerly announced.
These two women were so animated around this liCle girl. It was fun to watch them come alive and
listen to them chaCer away with her. They were observant -- “I see you lost a tooth.” They were
inquisive and teasing -- “Does she treat you good? (wink, wink), “What grade will you be in this
year in school?” “Your long legs must mean you can run fast.” They invited her back to visit any me.
When she was saying her “God blesses” in her nighFme prayers a couple of nights later, I heard her
iniate Vivian’s and Louise’s names. Asked what she felt was important about doing home communions, she said, “We can teach God to people who can’t easily go to church any more.”
At the end of our visits, I asked for Lacey’s reacon. She was very posive. “I liked it. When I’m at
your house, can I come along again?” We returned a couple of months later. Lacey remembered
their names and was very relaxed with each of our members.
It is lovely to share in spreading this ministry while observing inter-generaonal relaonships.
Caroline Sheaﬀer

Louise Donivan

Vivian Boyer
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Thank You
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Thank You
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Other Parish News
Calling all singers! The new choir season is starting soon! The St. Stephen "New Spirit" Choir starts rehearsals for the new season on Wednesday, September 2nd at 7 PM, and we will present our first anthem on September 13th. We welcome anyone who has a desire to praise God with their voice. Ability to read music is a
plus, but not a prerequisite (and Steve is willing to train). If you have any questions, or would like to join the
choir, please let Steve know by email: stephenpastena@yahoo.com, or by phone: (631)804-8501. Looking
forward to a wonderful choir season making beautiful music together!

We have switched to a new platform for our email prayer chain. If you were
previously subscribed to the prayer chain list, you should have received an email
about the changes. If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to
receive notifications of prayer requests throughout the week), you can sign up with
Mike Kulikauskas, or by email office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send
prayer requests to prayer@ststephenlc.org

Tuesday morning Bible Study resumes on Tuesday,
September 22 at 10:00 AM in the parlor. You are invited to
join other disciples as we walk through various books of
the Bible with Pastor Caitlin. We will begin with the prophet
Jeremiah, and then choose together the other books we want
to study throughout the years. ALL are welcome, no experience
necessary.

Birthdays
September
Russ Granberg
Paul Monko
Noah Wills
Lorraine Bock
Lou Madden
Carol Zeigler
Samantha Damon
MaC Schroeder
Frank Roberto
Sara Degenhardt
Rebecca Krausse
Karlee Lebo
Jennifer Batcheler
Frank Reasner
Bradley Filipovich
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1-Sep
9-Sep
11-Sep
13-Sep
14-Sep
16-Sep
17-Sep
17-Sep
21-Sep
22-Sep
23-Sep
24-Sep
28-Sep
28-Sep
30-Sep

Ann

ivers

aries

Albert & Rejenia Lewis
John & Sara Degenhardt
Elmer & Marian Reed
Wendy & Howard Brown
Dean & Dolores Lebo
Brian & Wendy Sanders
William & Laura Wills
Brian & Nikki Branch

7-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
18-Sep
21-Sep
24-Sep
24-Sep
29-Sep

Lord, Hear our Prayers
John Teitman

Military & former pastor of St. Stephen

Adryon Marrero-Boyd

Military. Keep On!

Lynette Clements

Very weak (Kathy Burson’s mother) Keep On!

Dan Schillinger

Seizures (Sandy Granberg’s Brother) Keep On!

Clara Schillinger

Alzheimer’s (Sandy Granberg’s Mother) Keep On!

Jacob Smith

Deployed to Afghanistan. Keep On!

Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Sharon Lamp

Caring for Bob Lamp

Hen Yohn

Health issues—Keep On!

Tom Toone

Friend of Rebecca Krausse. Prayers of thanks...cancer free! Now faces major back surgery Keep
On!

Christian Crosniak

Lynne Immell asks that we continue to pray for Christian Crosniak and his family. Christian has been
in critical condition for two days following four surgeries in the last three weeks. A brief time off the
respirator didn't give the hoped for results; however, during each of the last two days, he has made a
tiny baby step improvement regarding awareness.

Sue McLaughlin

Lynne Immell requests we please continue to pray for Sue McLaughlin. She has been diagnosed with
Adenocarcinoma Lung Cancer in her left lung and begins chemotherapy next week.

Family of Pastor Caitlin’s
friend, Josie

Pastor Caitlin’s sweet friend Josie died Saturday morning. She requests prayers of comfort, peace, and
hope for her parents, Matt and Alissa, her twin sister Sam, and her little brother Josh.

Mary Staub-Rowe

Marcia Lamp requests that we pray for her friend, Mary Staub-Rowe. Mary worshiped with us on
Easter Sunday and has also been working tirelessly on the homeless mat project. She has many serious
health issues. Mary is currently hospitalized as her doctors attempt to regulate her heart beat. Please
pray for wisdom for her doctors and peace, comfort and healing for her.

Friends and Family of
"Grandma Dorothy"

"Grandma Dorothy", grandmother of Carrie Lewis, died today. Please keep Carrie, Glen, Niko, Scottie, and the rest of Grandma Dorothy's family and friends in your thoughts and prayers as they mourn
her death, and celebrate her life. We pray for peace, for comfort, and for great trust in the promise of
resurrection. A memorial service for Grandma Dorothy will be held at St. Stephen at some point in
the future.

Bev Caley

Our sister in Christ, Bev Caley, is having knee surgery tomorrow. Please keep Bev and her doctors
and nurses in your prayers. We pray for peace, wisdom, healing, and strength.

Pauline Kohl

Bill and Esther Phelps ask that we pray for Esther’s mother, Pauline Kohl. Pauline is suffering from
Dementia and is now living in a nursing home.
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Art Grove

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Freda Wentz
Leslie Menear

Beth Lengel

Beth Lengel

Ja ‘Net Gray

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
ScoC Houser
Beverly Caley

Daryl Gochenauer
Ja ‘Net Gray

Lori Shope

Assisng
Minister

Cantor

Communion

Ushers

Greeter

Nursery

Bob & Marla Hansen; Al Lewis

Counters

Caroline Sheaﬀer

ScoC & Crystal
Houser

Sue Rodgers and Mary Zook

Laura Wills

Robert Hansen

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
ScoC Houser
Beverly Caley

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
ScoC Houser
Beverly Caley

Lenny & Mary
Zook

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Lynne Immell

Carol Clelland

Greg John

PauleCe
Krewson

Lynne Immell

Sara Houser

David Herb

8:00 am

Ken & Carol
Clelland

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John

Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Tom Burson

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

September 20

Daryl Gochenauer

Terri Laquitara

Steve Read

Hayden Krausse

10:45 am

Sara Houser

Terri Laquitara

David Herb

8:00 am

September 13

Altar Guild

Art Grove

Alan Gamble

Lector

Angel Smith

David Herb

10:45 am

Acolyte

8:00 am

September 6

Sue Rodgers

Frank & June
Roberto

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Josh Brown
Greg John
Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
ScoC Houser
Beverly Caley

Sherry Rudacille
Sue Rodgers

Tom Burson

MaC Schroeder

Terri Laquitara

Stacy Schroeder

Jadam Smith

10:45 am

Bill Wills

Maxine
Montgomery

Beth Lengel

Melinda Bailey

David Herb

8:00 am

September 27
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27
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Service event @ New

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Child Protection Train-

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

13
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

20
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
12:00p
ing
1:00p
Hope

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulcimers Practice

6
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

28
6:00p Boy Scouts

21
6:00p Boy Scouts

14
6:00p Boy Scouts

7 Labor Day
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

29
9:00a Breakfast Club
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal

22
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal

15
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:30p Club JOY Jr.
7:00p Worship & Music
Committee Meeting
7:00p Congregational
Council Meeting

Chimes Rehearsal

30
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

23
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

16
6:00p
Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

9
6:00p Quilting
7:00pm New Spirit
Choir Rehearsal

2
11:00a OPUS Luncheon
6:00p Quilting

1
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
6:00p Stewardship Committee Meeting

8
6:00p

WED

TUE

24
9:00a

17
9:00a

10
9:00a

3
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

THU

25

18

11
5:00pm Wedding Rehearsal

4

FRI

September 2015

26

19
2:00p Anniversary Party
5:00p Free Community
Meal

12
9:00a Education Committee Meeting
12:30p Wedding

5
9:30a 4-H Creative
Expressions Club

SAT

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org
Return Services Requested
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Worship Opportunities in September

Pastor
Pastor Caitlin Glass
pastor@StStephenLC.org
Parish Office Manager
Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

September 6
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

youth@StStephenLC.org

September 13
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School
4:00pm: Rejoicing Spirits Service

Organist & Choir Director
Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org

September 20
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

Youth & Family Ministries Director

Custodian
Michael Wogan
Website
http://www.StStephenLC.org
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September 27
800am & 1045am Worship
930am: Sunday School

