
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God 
persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated 
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to 
seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in 
the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 

Our Mission 

We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 

Prelude “ If Thou But Suffer “ by Robert Graham   
 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 
pilgrimage.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you:  we have not trusted your promises, we 
have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of 
grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have mercy on us!  Forgive us and 
turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and 
help us to love our neighbor.  Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved.  In Jesus, God comes 

to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.  In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are 
forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.  Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  

March 13, 2022 
Second Sunday in Lent 

You can receive our weekly email/letter with events and information, ways to grow in faith,  
opportunities for service and worship, as well as ways to support the ministry of the            
congregation by submitting your email address to office@ststephlc.org or by calling the office 
at 717-766-2168 and providing your email and/or your mailing address.   
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Gathering Hymn “ The God of Abraham ” Hymn#831 vs. 1-3 

 

1 The God of Abr'ham praise, 
 who reigns enthroned above; 
 Ancient of everlasting days, 
 and God of love-- 

"I Am the One I Am"-- 
 by earth and heav'n confessed; 
 I bow and bless the sacred name 

 forever blest. 
 

2 The God of Abr'ham praise! 
At your supreme command 

 from earth I rise and seek the joys 

 at your right hand. 
 I all on earth forsake-- 

 its wisdom, fame, and pow'r-- 
 and you my only portion make, 
 my shield and tow'r. 
 

3 The God of Abr'ham praise! 
Your all-sufficient grace 

 shall guide me all my pilgrim days 

 in all my ways. 
 You deign to call me friend; 
 you call yourself my God! 
 And you will save me to the end 

 through Jesus' blood. 
 

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. 
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life 
we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

The First Lesson   Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  
 

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants will 
be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust 
in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise. 



 

5 

 

A reading from the book of Genesis, the 15th chapter. 
 

1After these things the word of the LBCD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GBD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 
the word of the LBCD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And 
he believed the LBCD; and the LBCD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
  7Then he said to him, “I am the LBCD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 
this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GBD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He 
said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 
old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
  12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. 
  17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 18On that day the LBCD made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 27  
 

 

1The LBCD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 

  The LBCD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 

2When evildoers close in against me to de- | vour my flesh, 
  they, my foes and my enemies, will stum- | ble and fall. 
 

3Though an army encamp against me, my heart | will not fear. 
  Though war rise up against me, my trust will | not be shaken. 
 

4One thing I ask of the L345; one | thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the L345 all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 
beauty of the L345 and to seek God | in the temple.  
 

5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
 

6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and 
make music | to the L345. 
 

7Hear my voice, O LBCD, | when I call; 
  have mercy on me and | answer me. 
 

8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O L345, | I will seek.  
 

9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation. 
 

10Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, 
  the L345 will | take me in. 
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11Teach me your | way, O LBCD; 
  lead me on a level path, because of | my oppressors. 
 

12Subject me not to the will | of my foes, 
  for they rise up against me, false witnesses | breathing violence. 
 

13This I believe—that I will see the goodness | of the LBCD 

  in the land | of the living! 
 

14Wait for the L345| and be strong. 
  Take heart and wait | for the L345!  
 

The Second Lesson   Philippians 3:17--4:1  
 

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the 
course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and 
encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps. 
 

A reading from St. Paul’s epistle to the Philippians. the 3rd and 4th chapters. 
 

17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told 
you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the 
belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of 
his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 13:31-35  
 

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his 
sacrificial mission. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out 
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demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet 
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet 
to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to 
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Sermon  The Rev Matthew Best  
 

Hymn of the Day “ Thy Holy Wings ” Hymn#613 

 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 

 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 

 and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn 

 and need thy tender care. 
 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters 

 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 

 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Apostles Creed 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Merciful God  C: receive our prayer. 
 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians around the globe 
in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition and to protect those whose lives 
are imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause further 
destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and augment the calls of those who advocate for 
thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern patience to 
receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course when needed for the 
sake of the common good. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console those who 
have experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring post-traumatic stress. Shield those 
endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving.  Merciful God,  receive 
our prayer. 
 

You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and adults preparing for baptism or 
confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers, confirmation leaders, and parents who share 
their faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed sense of vocation. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
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You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for those whose labors on earth 
are ended and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather all of us, with them, in your 
loving arms. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.   
 

*Peace 

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 

*Offering 

 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 

 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet 

connected device at 

https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code   

below: 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org 

and then the amount you want to pay. You can 

designate your gift in the “Gift Memo box” on 

the submit screen. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.  Now we gather at your feast where you offer 
us the food that satisfies.  Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with 
the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you 
for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 
through the sea.  Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
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and honey.  Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you 
for the death and resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.   
 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 
our table with your presence.   
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
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*Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, 
in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.  Now send us forth 
to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

 

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.  

Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “ We Sing to You Oh God “ Hymn #791 vs. 1-3 

 

1   We sing to you, O God, 
the Rock who gave us birth, 
let our rejoicing sing 

your name in all the  earth. 
To you, O God, let songs be raised, 
in joyful hymns, our feast of praise. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

2   We wandered far from home 

out in a desert land, 
you shielded with your love 

our fearful pilgrim band. 
You kept us safe within your arms 

and sheltered us against the storm. 
 

3   You bear us through the world,  
an eagle to its young; 
you rise up on your wings 

and bear us toward the sun. 
We ride the vaults of light and air 
and trust in your unfailing care. 

 

Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

Text © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “ The Saints' Delight “ arranged by Dale Wood 


