
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who 
rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the 
mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small 
pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus 
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain 
us. 
 

Our Mission 

We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 

Prelude “ Herzlich tut Mich Verlangen “ by Johann Sebastian Bach  
 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 
pilgrimage.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you:  we have not trusted your promises, we 
have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of 
grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have mercy on us!  Forgive us and 
turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and 
help us to love our neighbor. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved.  In Jesus, God comes 

to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.  In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are 
forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
Amen. 
 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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Gathering Hymn “ The Glory of These 40 Days ” Hymn#320 vs. 1,2,4 

 
1 The glory of these forty days 

 we celebrate with songs of praise; 
 for Christ, through whom all things were made, 
 himself has fasted and has prayed. 
 

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw 

 the loving God who gave the law; 
 and to Elijah, fasting, came 

 the steeds and chariots of flame. 
 

4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 
 return in fast and prayer to you. 
 Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
 and give us joy to see your face. 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt. 
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Apostolic Greeting 

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 
Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this 
world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

The First Lesson   Deuteronomy 26:1-11  
 
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This 
festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this 
text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel. 
 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy, the 26th chapter. 
 

1When you have come into the land that the LABC your God is giving you as an inheritance to 
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LABC your God is giving you, and you shall put 
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it in a basket and go to the place that the LABC your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 
3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the 
LABC your God that I have come into the land that the LABC swore to our ancestors to give us.” 
4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LABC 
your God, 5you shall make this response before the LABC your God: “A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there 
he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and 
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the LABC, the God of our ancestors; the 
LABC heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The LABC brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and 
with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LABC, have 
given me.” You shall set it down before the LABC your God and bow down before the LABC your 
God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate 
with all the bounty that the LABC your God has given to you and to your house. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  
 

 

1You who dwell in the shelter of | the Most High, 
  who abide in the shadow of | the Almighty— 

 

2you will say to the L123, “My refuge | and my stronghold,  
  my God in whom I | put my trust.”  

 

9Because you have made the | LABC your refuge, 
  and the Most High your | habitation, 
 

10no evil | will befall you, 
  nor shall affliction come | near your dwelling. 
 

11For God will give the angels charge | over you, 
  to guard you in | all your ways. 
 

12Upon their hands they will | bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.  
 

13You will tread upon the lion | cub and viper; 
  you will trample down the lion | and the serpent. 
 

14I will deliver those who | cling to me; 
  I will uphold them, because they | know my name. 
 

15They will call me, and I will | answer them; 
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and | honor them. 
 

16With long life will I | satisfy them, 
  and show them | my salvation.  
 

The Second Lesson   Romans 10:8b-13  
 
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in 
the risen Christ as Lord. 
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A reading from St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans. the 8th chapter. 
 

 

8b“The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 
on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 4:1-13  
 
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his 
responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of 
God.” 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during 
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 
  5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And 
the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given 
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 
8Jesus answered him, “It is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
  9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 
11and  
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
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12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil 
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Sermon  The Rev Matthew Best  
 

Hymn of the Day “ I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ” Hymn#325 vs. 1,2 
 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

Text: African American spiritual 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Apostles Creed 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your Mercy C: hear our prayer. 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
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A brief silence. 
 

Loving God, as we begin a new season of Lent, there is so much in our lives for which we are 
grateful. We are reminded, through today’s readings, to be thankful for all good things that you 
have provided. Let our hearts and minds focus on deep gratitude this Lenten season, especially 
for your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior, who died for all of our sins and wiped our slates clean in 
the most incredible way. May our lives always reflect the light and love of Jesus. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Everlasting God, on this first Sunday in Lent, we look forward with anticipation to traveling on 
our Lenten journey toward Palm Sunday and Easter. Today’s Gospel reading reminds us of 
your amazing protection and promises, as you led your people through the wilderness and 
brought them into the promised land flowing with milk and honey. Enrich our lives with 
reflection, wonder and renewal, and guide us too, through our Lenten journey. We pray for the 
church universal and all those whose work focuses on sharing the story of Jesus. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Almighty God, you are our refuge and fortress as we walk through the wilderness of this world. 
We pray for all of creation, the earth and its resources, for forests, oceans and waterways. 
Thank you for the warmth of the sun, and the nourishing light it provides to plants, trees and 
crops. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Merciful God, amid all the light and goodness in the world, there is also injustice, evil, hate and 
hurt in our midst. Use us to do your work, to shine a light on those wrongs, to help others and 
bring about good change. We pray for all those in authority and leadership positions. Give them 
new insights and wisdom, compassion and empathy. We especially pray for all those caught in 
the conflict between Ukraine and Russia, and we pray for peace between those two nations. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Caring God, we pray for the poor, the oppressed, those who are sick, bereaved and lonely. 
Guide our hands and our steps to touch their lives and hearts with the love and light of Jesus. 
Help us to feed them in mind, body and spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Healing God, our lives have all been affected by the pandemic, over the past two years. We 
pray for those who have lost loved ones, dear friends and family members. Comfort them. For 
all those currently battling COVID-19, we pray for your healing touch. We give thanks for all 
healthcare workers, and we pray for their continued strength and wisdom. Please God, turn the 
hearts and minds of those who have politicized the pandemic. We pray for all families who are 
torn apart by differences of opinion, over vaccines, politics or conspiracy theories. Give us eyes 
to see the truth and wisdom to speak the truth. God we pray for your healing power on the 
divisions and rifts in our society. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer  
 

God our father, thank you for Pastor Matthew and the entire Best family, for our office manager 
Kevin, for all those who serve St. Stephen through council and teams, for all who worship in 
person or online. Direct our path through Lent, to put our mission into action and feed those 
who hunger in body, mind and spirit, in our Cumberland County community and beyond, 
through ministries near and far. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer  
 

Here, other intercessions may be offered 
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 

*Peace 

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 

*Offering 

 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 

 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 

 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.  Now we gather at your feast where you 
offer us the food that satisfies.  Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed 
us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet 

connected device at 

https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code   

below: 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org 

and then the amount you want to pay. You can 

designate your gift in the “Gift Memo box” on 

the submit screen. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you 
for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 
through the sea.  Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey.  Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you 
for the death and resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.   
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In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 
our table with your presence.   
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, 
in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.  Now send us forth 
to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

 

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.  

Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always. 
Amen. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

 

Sending Hymn “ A Mighty Fortress is Our God “ Hymn #504 vs. 1-3 

 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “ The Saints' Delight “ arranged by Dale Wood 


