
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit 
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and 
divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the 
life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ. 
 

Our Mission 

We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 

Prelude “ Was gott  tut, Das ist Wohlgetan ” by Johann pachelbel 
 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children.  We have turned 
our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected.  We have 
rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.  We have failed to show 
hospitality to those you called us to welcome.  Accept our repentance for the things we 
have done and the things we have left undone.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among 
us, and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
 

Rejoice in this good news: 
 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.  You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into 
the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.  Live as freed and forgiven children of 
God. 
Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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Gathering Hymn “ All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ” Hymn#835 vs. 1-3 

 

1   All creatures, worship God most high! 
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2   Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 

you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear sister water, useful, clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3   Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 
praise God in colors bright and rare: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite 

Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One license #A735517 

 

*Apostolic Greeting 

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 



 

4 

*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we 
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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The First Lesson   Genesis 45:3-11, 15  
 

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. 
Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their 
evil intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them. 
A reading from the book of genesis, the 45th chapter. 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well 
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are 
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will 
not come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40  
 

 

1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 

2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
 

3Put your trust in the LHIJ| and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 

4Take delight | in the L567, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 

5Commit your way to the LHIJ; put your trust | in the LHIJ, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 

6The L567 will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 

7Be still before the LHIJ and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
 

8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil.  
 

9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LHIJ shall pos- | sess the land. 
 

10In a little while the wicked shall | be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will | not be there. 
 

11But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land; 
  they will delight in abun- | dance of peace. 
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39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O L567; 
  you are their stronghold in | time of trouble. 
 

40You, O LHIJ, will help them and | rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you | they seek refuge.  
 

The Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50  
 

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” 
Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately 
about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity. 
 

A reading from St. Paul’s 1st epistle to the Corinthians. the 15th chapter. 
 

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do 
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 
there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; 
the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the 
physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second 
man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the 
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 6:27-38  
 

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical 
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love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in 
harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do 
not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, 
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Sermon  The Rev Matthew Best  
 

Hymn of the Day “ Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ” Hymn#651 vs. 1-3 

 

1 Oh, praise the gracious pow'r 
 that tumbles walls of fear 
 and gathers in one house of faith 

 all strangers far and near: 
 

Refrain 

 We praise you, Christ! 
 Your cross has made us one! 
 

2 Oh, praise persistent truth 

 that opens fisted minds 

 and eases from their anxious clutch 

 the prejudice that blinds:  Refrain 

 

3 Oh, praise inclusive love, 
 encircling ev'ry race, 
 oblivious to gender, wealth, 
 to social rank or place:  Refrain 

 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 

Text from New Hymns for the Lectionary © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
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*Apostles Creed 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...God, of Grace C: hear our prayer. 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 
church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the 
leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we 
have first received mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all who 
cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from buried 
seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose 
lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that 
challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken 
relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose 
spirits are troubled.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts 
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with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who 
are lonely or grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom.  As you have 
raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to 
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 

*Offering 

 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 

 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet 

connected device at 

https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code   

below: 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org 

and then the amount you want to pay. You can 

designate your gift in the “Gift Memo box” on 

the submit screen. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe.  You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us 
to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry 
world, in the name of Christ our light.  Amen. 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of 
a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your 
people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s 
openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours,  Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 
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The Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you  
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your 
house.  Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the 
richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you 

by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “ God, When Human Bonds are Broken “ Hymn#603 

 

1 God, when human bonds are broken 

 and we lack the love or skill 
 to restore the hope of healing, 
 give us grace and make us still. 
 

2 Through that stillness, with your Spirit 
 come into our world of stress, 
 for the sake of Christ forgiving 

 all the failures we confess. 
 

3 You in us are bruised and broken: 
 hear us as we seek release 

 from the pain of earlier living; 
 set us free and grant us peace. 
 

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “ Allegro Vivace “ by G.F Handel 
  arranged by Lani Smith  
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