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Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “What child is this?” by Rob Roy Peery  
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Gathering Music “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” Hymn#275 
 
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, 
 you have seen his natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 

* indicates to please rise for this part of the worship service 
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*Opening Reflection 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
A Partridge in a Pear Tree 

 
On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me: a Partridge in a Pear Tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Luke 13: 31-35 
 
 31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.’ 32He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me,* “Listen, I am casting out 
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet 
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet 
to be killed away from Jerusalem.” 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to 
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when* you say, “Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Two Turtle Doves 

 
On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  
two turtledoves, and a Partridge in a Pear Tree!  
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Psalm 119:97, 103-105, 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 15-17  
 
Psalm 119 
 
97 Oh, how I love your law! 
   It is my meditation all day long. 
103 How sweet are your words to my taste, 
   sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 Through your precepts I get understanding; 
   therefore I hate every false way. 
 
2 Timothy 
 
3You must understand this, that in the last days distressing times will come. 2For people will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters of 
good, 4treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, 5holding to the outward form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid them! 15and how 
from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is* useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God 
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.  
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The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Three French Hens 

 
On the third day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  
three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection  1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 11-13  
 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,* but 
do not have love, I gain nothing. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see 
in a mirror, dimly,* but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known. 13

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.  
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Four Calling Birds 

 
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  
Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Luke 1: 1-4 

 
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been 
fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3I too decided, after investigating everything carefully 
from the very first,* to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you 
may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.  
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Five Golden Rings 

 
On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me: Five golden rings! 
Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection  Genesis 12:1-3  
 
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’

*  
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The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Six Geese a Laying 

 
On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me: six geese a-laying, five golden 
rings!  Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear 
tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection  Genesis 1:26-31  
 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind* in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth,* and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind* in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them;

* 
   male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Seven Swans a Swimming 

 
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me: seven swans a-swimming, six 
geese a-laying, five golden rings!  Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, 
and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection  Romans 12:3-8  
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8

the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Eight Maids a Milking 

 
On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me: eight maids a-milking, seven 
swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, Five golden rings! Four calling birds, three 
French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
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Scripture Reading and Reflection Matthew 5:3-10  
 
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Nine Ladies Dancing 

 
On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  Nine ladies dancing, eight maids 
a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden rings!   Four calling 
birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Galatians 5:22-23, 25  
 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 25If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.  
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Ten Lords a Leaping 

 
On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  Ten lords a-leaping, nine ladies 
dancing, eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden 
rings!  Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear 
tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Exodus 20:1-17  
 
Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the L&'( your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before* me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I the L&'( your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation* of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the L&'( your God, for the L&'( will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days you shall labour and do all your 
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work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the L&'( your God; you shall not do any work—you, 
your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in 
your towns. 11For in six days the L&'( made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
but rested the seventh day; therefore the L&'( blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the L&'( your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder.* 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male 
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Eleven Pipers Piping 

 
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  Eleven pipers piping, ten 
lords a-leaping, nine ladies dancing, eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six 
geese a-laying, Five golden rings! Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, 
and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Scripture Reading and Reflection Acts 1: 1-14 
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until 
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 4While staying* with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with* the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 
of* James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas Song 
Twelve Drummers Drumming 

 
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me:  Twelve drummers drumming, 
eleven pipers piping, ten lords a-leaping, nine ladies dancing, eight maids a-milking, 
seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, Five golden rings!   Four calling birds, 
three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree! 
 
Reflection 
 
Apostles Creed 

 
1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
2. And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
3.  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
4.  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 

 to the dead.  
5. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
 hand of the Father, 
6. and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
7-9. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
10-12. the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C: And also with you.  
P: Let us show a sign of peace from where we are. 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 
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Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is: 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of 
all your people.  Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ 
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.   
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your 
word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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Sending Music “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” Hymn#288 
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 
 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in Peace, share the gift of Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  by Edward Broughton  
 
Content based on liturgy provided by Petesburg-Dahlen Lutheran Parish · Pastor Valerie Teppo 
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