
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in 
worship and mission. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “ Voluntary on ‘Ein Feste Burg’”  arranged by Gordon Young 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless.  
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy 
and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 
 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 
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Gathering Hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God ” Hymn#504 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive 
iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah, the 31st chapter. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the L!"#, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the L!"#. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the L!"#: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the L!"#,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the L!"#; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 46  
 
 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
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  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7The L!"# of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works | of the L���, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted 

| in the earth.” 
 11The L!"# of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 
The Second Lesson   Romans 3:19-28  
 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. 
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into 
a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift 
of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
A reading from the St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans, the 3rd chapter. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 23

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 

26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 
law. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  
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*Gospel Reading   John 8:31-36  
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 
truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Rev Matthew Best  
 

Hymn of the Day “The Church’s One Foundation ” Hymn#654 vs. 1,2,5 
 
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with ev'ry grace endued. 
5 Yet she on earth has union 
 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 
 Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, 
 may see you face to face. 
 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 
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Affirmation of Baptism in the Presence of the Assembly 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font. They may be joined by 
others from the assembly. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these or similar words. 
 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
The presiding minister may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation. 
 
Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of the 
congregation: 
 
I present  Cameron and Jadam, who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 
 
Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these young people, whom you have made your own by water 
and the Word in baptism.  You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of 
your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith.  Uphold your servants in the gifts 
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly 
may stand and join in the responses. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel 
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response:  
 
I renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION 
 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each person responds: 
 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support these young people and pray for them in their life in 
Christ? 
 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 
The congregation is asked to rise as they are able.  
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Blow your spirit into our lives and especially 
these young people, similar to how you commanded Ezekiel to blow life into the fallen in the 
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valley of dry bones.  Let your spirit come upon these young people as it did with the faithful 
gathered at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came in like a rush of wind and transformed the 
Body of Christ and sent them out into the world.  Let your Spirit come here now and abide in us 
and these young people.  Come Holy Spirit!  
 
 “Veni Sancte Spiritus”  Hymn#406 
 
Ostinato [repeated continuously] 
 
 Veni Sancte Spiritus. Veni Sancte Spiritus. 
 
 Holy Spirit, come to us. Holy Spirit, come to us. 
 
Text: Pentecost sequence; Taizé Community 
Text © 1978, 1980, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands on the 
head of the person and say: 
 
Stir up in Cameron, Jadam the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy 
in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and praise to 
God and proclaim the good news to all the world.  Together we are united in Christ’s 
mission for the church and this congregation which is to respond to Christ’s love by 
feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit. 
 
The congregation may offer a show of appreciation and celebration for the newly confirmed.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
*Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
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Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens.  Accept 
the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world 
you love so dearly;  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news 
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

The Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you  
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray. Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.  Send 
us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  

Sending Hymn “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound“ Hymn#779 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “ Basse et Dessus de Trompette” by Louis Nicolas Clerambault   


