Octabien 24, 2021
Jwenty-Secend Sunday after Pentecost

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by addressing
Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful
king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be? Bartimaeus won’t
give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And
are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?”

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

Prelude “Prelude in F major” by Clément Loret

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heatrt.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy
and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.



Gathering Hymn “God, Whose Almighty Word ” Hymn#673 vs. 1-3

1 God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2 Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight;
health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;
oh, now to humankind
let there be light.

3  Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*Canticle of Praise
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*Pravyer of the Day

Let us pray.

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal

compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your
goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson Job 42:1-6, 10-17




After the glorious vision of creation contained in God’s speeches at the end of Job, the
righteous sufferer proclaims that he has seen God and is humbled. The Lord restores Job’s
fortunes, and Job dares to live again, fathering more children and giving his daughters an
inheritance along with their brothers.

A reading from the book of Job, the 42nd chapter.

'Job answered the LORD:
2| know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
%Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore | have uttered what | did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.
*Hear, and | will speak;
| will question you, and you declare to me.’
°| had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;
®therefore | despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”

'%And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends; and the
LoRrD gave Job twice as much as he had before. ''Then there came to him all his brothers and
sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his house; they
showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him;
and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. *The LoRD blessed the latter
days of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand
camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys. "*He also had seven sons and
three dauqhters. “He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-
happuch. °In all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their
father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. '°After this Job lived one hundred
and forty years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, four generations. '’And Job
died, old and full of days.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22

"I will bless the Lorb! at all times;

the praise of God shall ever be ! in my mouth.

%l will glory ! in the LoRb;
let the lowly hear ' and rejoice.

3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;
let us exalt God’s | name together.

*l sought the Lorp, who ! answered me
and delivered me from ! all my terrors.

®Look upon the Lorb' and be radiant,
and let not your faces ! be ashamed.

®| called in my affliction, and ' the Lorp heard me
and saved me from | all my troubles.

"The angel of the LORD encamps around those who ! fear the LorD
and de- ! livers them.



®Taste and see that the | Lorb is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
'""Many are the troubles ! of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers them from ! every one.
2°God will keep safe ! all their bones;
not one of them ! shall be broken.
2"Evil will bring death ! to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous ! will be punished.
20 Lorb, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.

The Second Lesson Hebrews 7:23-28

Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In
contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate
his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.

A reading from the book of the Hebrews, the 7th chapter.

®The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; 2*but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.
2Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he
always lives to make intercession for them.

®For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. ?’Unlike the other high priests, he has
no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people;
this he did once for all when he offered himself. ?For the law appoints as high priests those
who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints
a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Reading Mark 10:46-52

Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter. Glory to You O Lord.



*As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. *’"When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” *Many
sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy
on me!” *Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to
him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” *°So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came
to Jesus. °'Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said
to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” **Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.

Sermon The Rev Matthew Best

Hymn of the Day “Rise, Shine, You People! ” Hymn#665 vs. 1,2,4

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation
God's new creation.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.

Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Sacrament of Holy Baptism

PRESENTATION
The candidate for baptism, sponsor, and parents gather with the minister at the font.

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by
water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the
body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God.

The sponsors present the candidate.

We present Cameron Copenhaver for baptism.



The presiding minister addresses the candidate who is able to answer for himself:

Cameron Copenhaver, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized into Christ?

The candidate responds: | do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Cameron and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.

The assembly stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses the candidate for baptism . The assembly may join in the
responses.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

| renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidate and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
At the font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and
death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM
The presiding minister baptizes the candidate. .

Cameron Copenhaver, | baptize you in the name of the Father, (water is poured on the
candidate’s head.)

and of the Son, (water is poured on the candidate’s head a second time.)

and of the Holy Spirit. (water is poured on the candidate’s head a third time.)

Amen.

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your child new birth,
cleanse him from sin, and raise him to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays:
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Sustain Cameron with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil prepared
for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:

Cameron Copenhaver, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized as a representative of the congregation
says:

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.

The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation
leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: We respond to
Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit. Join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the
world.

The congregation may show a sign of its welcome to the newly baptized.
*Prayers of Intercession

Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

A brief silence

God of mercy, like Job, and as part of the church universal, we, Your people, often speak and
pray beyond our understanding of your plan. Like Bartimaeus, may the greater fellowship of
believers come to You seeking mercy and true vision. May we act in that enlightenment and
work for peace and healing throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, Your creation cries out for ways to sustain life on planet Earth. Open our eyes
to better stewardship. Instill in us the desire to take the steps needed to be better caretakers.
Guide us in selecting and following social and political leaders with the vision necessary to
nurture all life around us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

11



God of peace, open our eyes to the fact that true peace and justice cannot co-exist with a
never-ending quest for glory and power at all levels. Help your people to seek ways to live with
each other without animosity and fear, and ways to combat injustice in all the forms in which it
is found. Help us select leaders who search for peace and cooperation among peoples
regardless of color or creed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Healing and uplifting God, You do not guarantee a life without challenge, but you promise to be
present in the midst of our trials. We ask You to fulfill that promise and provide healing to
those in need of life's necessities, physical healing, or relief from the anguish of grief and
loneliness. Send us and/or other caregivers as Your willing hands and hearts to minister in
Your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you, God of grace, thank you! You bring us through our troubled times. You resurrect
us when we give up hope. Please be with all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. In response
to the love with which You have blessed us, guide us to be minister to those in need around
us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of vision, especially in these uncertain times, we in this small community confess that we
very often don’t know what it is that we want you to do for us as a congregation. Often, we are
too afraid to even ask that question of ourselves. Remind us today that You long for us to
thrive as your people and for us to more clearly see what you have in store for us. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here, other intercessions may be offered.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

*Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first,
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our
love of God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenl C.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslic/ or QR code below:

12



Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set

up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517

The Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in

this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ** be upon you now

and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

1

O Savior, precious Savior,

whom yet unseen we love;

O name of might and favor,

all other names above:

we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;

we praise thee and confess thee,
our holy Lord and King.

O bringer of salvation,

who wondrously hast wrought,
thyself the revelation

of love beyond our thought:

we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;

we praise thee and confess thee,
our gracious Lord and King.

15

“O Savior, Precious Savior “

Hymn#820 vs. 1-3



3 Inthee all fullness dwelleth,
all grace and pow'r divine;
the glory that excelleth,
O Son of God, is thine.
We worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our glorious Lord and King.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879

*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Postlude in G” by Gerald Peterson
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