ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

Octabier 10, 2021
Jwentieth Sunday after Pentecost

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man,
sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him.
Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it
to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our
assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the
other.

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

Prelude “ Praise and Thanksgiving” by Dale Wood

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless. Amen

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy
and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn “Oh, That | had a Thousand Voices” Hymn#833 vs. 1,2,5

1 Oh, that | had a thousand voices
to praise my God with thousand tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,
would then proclaim in grateful songs
to all, wherever | might be,
what great things God has done for me!

2 Letev'ry pow'r in me implanted
arise, keep silence now no more;
put forth the strength that God has granted!
Your noblest work is to adore!
O soul and body, join to raise
with heartfelt joy your maker's praise!

5 Creator, humbly | implore you
to listen to my earthly song
until that day when | adore you,
when | will join the angel throng
and raise to you with joyful cry
ten thousand hallelujahs high!

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734; tr. composite
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive
the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson

Having experienced much loss, Job longs to come into God’s presence, where he can defend
his own righteousness. Job cannot find God, but he never doubts that God exists and is in
relationship with him. Job knows that he will come out of this time of testing refined like pure

gold.

Job 23:1-9, 16-17



A reading from the book of Job, the 23rd chapter.

1Job answered [his friend:]
*Today also my complaint is bitter;
[God’s] hand is heavy despite my groaning.
30h, that | knew where | might find him,
that | might come even to his dweIIrng'
*| would lay my case before him,
and fill my mouth with arguments
° would learn what he would answer me,
and understand what he would say to me.
®Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?
No; but he would give heed to me.
7There an upright person could reason with him,
and | should be acqurtted forever by my Judge
8|f | go forward, he is not there;
or backward, | cannot perceive him;
%on the left he hides, and | cannot behold him;
| turn to the right, but | cannot see him.
'®God has made my heart faint;
the Almighty has terrified me;
I only | could vanish in darkness,
and thick darkness would cover my face!”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm

"My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words | of my groaning?
My God, | cry out by day, but you ' do not answer;
by nlght but I find no rest.
®Yet you are the | Holy One,
enthroned on the prais- es of Israel.
*Our ancestors put their ! trust in you,
they trusted, and you ' rescued them.
*They cried out to you and  were dellvered
they trusted in you and Were not | put to shame.
°But as for me, | am a worm and not human,
scorned by aII and despised ' by the people
’All who see me laugh ' me to scorn;
they curl their lips; they ! shake their heads.
8Trust in the LoRD; let the | LorD delrver
let God rescue him if God so de- Ilqhts in him.”
%Yet you are the one who drew me forth ' from the womb,
and kept me safe on my | mother’s breast.
%l have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;
you were my God when | was still in my ! mother’s womb.
""Be not far from me, for trou- ! ble is near,

Psalm 22:1-15



and there is no ' one to help.
?Many young bulls en- | circle me;
strong bulls of Ba- ! shan surround me.
*They open wide thelr jaws at me,
like a slashing and ! roaring lion.
I am poured out like water; aII my bones are lout of joint;
my heart within my breast is | melting wax.
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof | of my mouth;
and you have laid me in the | dust of death.

The Second Lesson Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely
accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations,
because he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive
divine mercy from Christ.

A reading from the book of the Hebrews, the 4th chapter.

'?Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until
it divides souI from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart. ">And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of
the one to whom we must render an account.

“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. "°For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our weaknesses but we have one who in every respect has been tested as
we are, yet without sin. °Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Reading Mark 10:17-31

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising
but unforgettable.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter. Glory to You O Lord.

'"As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” ®Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good but God alone. *You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not
defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” ®He said to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since
my youth.” #'Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
#When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

®Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” ?*And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus
said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! ®lt is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
®They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’Jesus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.”

»Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” ?Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, *who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. *'But many who are first will be last, and the last
will be first.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.

Sermon The Rev Matthew Best

Hymn of the Day “Take my Life, That | May Be” Hymn#685 vs. 1,4,5

1 Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would | withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own,
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.



*Apostles Creed
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the
Apostles Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.”
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

*Prayers of Intercession
Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us to welcome
the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching, preaching, prophecy,
healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase the
produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good working
conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or forgotten. Open the
hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion and love for their
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head. Provide
safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain ministries that offer
food, clothing, and peace of mind. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are no longer
beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in this congregation. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died (especially). Make us confident
in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

*Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of
God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenl C.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below:

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set

up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is
30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.

The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.
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*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
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and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517
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The Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you
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*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you now
and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory* Hymn#705, vs. 1,3,4

1 God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow'r;
crown your ancient church's story;
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

3 Cure your children's warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

4  Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Fanfare ” by Jacques Lemmens
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