Septemben 12, 2021
Siateenth Sunday after Fentecost

ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do
with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

Prelude “Allegretto” by Eugene Gigout

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, * the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



Gathering Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Hymn#834 vs. 1-3

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*Canticle of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson Proverbs 1:20-33

In these verses Wisdom is personified as a woman who invites all who will listen to follow her.
Though Wisdom offers her hand to those who scoff at her, they spurn all such counsel. That
they come to ruin is predictable. Those who find Wisdom, however, find life.

A reading from the book of the Proverbs, the 1st chapter.
®Wisdom cries out in the street;

in the squares she raises her voice.
1At the busiest corner she cries out;



at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
?2“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
#Give heed to my reproof;
| will pour out my thoughts to you;
| will make my words known to you.
?Because | have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
#and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
2] also will laugh at your calamity;
| will mock when panic strikes you,
#"when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
®Then they will call upon me, but | will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
*Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the LORD,
®would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
%For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them,;
#put those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 19

'The heavens declare the glo- ! ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its ' maker’s handiwork.
’One day tells its tale ' to another,
and one night imparts knowledge ' to another.
SAlthough they have no ! words or language,
and their voices ! are not heard,
“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends ! of the world,
where God has pitched a tent ! for the sun.
°It comes forth like a bridegroom out ! of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to ! run its course.
®It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of ! it
again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.
"The teaching of the LoRb is perfect and re- ! vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to ! the simple.
®The statutes of the LoRb are just and re- ! joice the heart;
the commandment of the LoRrb is clear and gives light ' to the eyes.



°The fear of the LORD is clean and en- ! dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous ! altogether.
'""More to be desired are they than gold, more than ! much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey ! in the comb.
"By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
'?Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my ! secret faults.
"*Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion ! over me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a ! great offense.
'“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable ! in your
sight,
O Lorbp, my strength and ' my redeemer.

The Second Lesson James 3:1-12

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and
about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it
are to reflect our faith.

A reading from St. James' epistle, the 3rd chapter.

'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle.
%|f we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.
*Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. “For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed bg}/ the human species, ®but no one can
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. "With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. °From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 'Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? '“Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation

n “ et |
p7 T . — T | I —— | P— N
Y 4N _lfl;l | | | | /‘\r) ‘I I -'I I i | | | '{
JQ—J—J—J_‘_‘J ! - —— i
Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 4 . . —
A —— e~ Dy
L | | | | Y 7 ¢ O
% P i_iv _J/ I —= N ]
You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a.
*Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah
Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting
discipleship and the cross.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter. Glory to You O Lord.

#7 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” ?®And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2He asked them, “But who do you say that
| am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” *°And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

'Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. **He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
¥Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Matthew Best



Hymn of the Day “Will You Come and Follow Me” Hymn#798 vs. 1,2,5

1 "Will you come and follow me
if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

2 "Will you leave yourself behind
if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Text © 1987 lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Apostles Creed
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the

Apostles Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word.
Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and
shared. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands
devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore forests and
curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in
danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others. Provide care
and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed. Break
chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire us to
advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in our prayer,
praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements civil
and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you thanks
for the saints who now rest in your embrace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!
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Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of
God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below:

e

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set
up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517
The Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be upon you now
and forever.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness* Hymn#733

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Classical Postlude” by Robert J. Hughes

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served
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