
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink 
her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined 
Wisdom as existing before anything was created and having a role in the work of creation. 
Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. 
John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we can't help 
hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “When Morning Gilds the Sky”  setting by Benjamin M. Culli  
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?   
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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*Gathering Hymn “O Day of Rest and Gladness” Hymn#521 vs. 1,2,4 
 
1 O day of rest and gladness, 
 O day of joy and light, 
 O balm for care and sadness, 
 most beautiful, most bright: 
 on you the high and lowly, 
 through ages joined in tune, 
 sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” 
 to the great God triune. 
 
2 On you, at earth's creation, 
 the light first had its birth; 
 on you, for our salvation, 
 Christ rose from depths of earth; 
 on you, our Lord victorious 
 the Spirit sent from heav'n; 
 and thus on you, most glorious, 
 a threefold light was giv'n. 
 
4 New graces ever gaining 
 from this our day of rest, 
 we reach the rest remaining 
 to spirits of the blest. 
 We sing to you our praises, 
 O Father, Spirit, Son; 
 the church its voice upraises 
 to you, blest Three in One. 
 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such 
a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to 
serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14  
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Solomon, son of David and Bathsheba, becomes king over Israel when his father dies. He 
asks God for wisdom in order to govern the people. God grants his request, and Solomon 
becomes known far and wide for his great wisdom. 
 
A reading from the first book of the Kings, the 2nd and 3rd chapters. 
 
10David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 11The time that David 
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years 
in Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly 
established. 
 3:3Solomon loved the L!"#, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed 
and offered incense at the high places. 4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that 
was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 
5At Gibeon the L!"# appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O L!"# my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to 
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you 
and no one like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both 
riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14If you will walk in my 
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will 
lengthen your life.” 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 111 
 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the L!"# with | my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
 2Great are your | works, O L�	
, 
  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full | of compassion.  
 5You give food to | those who fear you, 
  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
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 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity.  
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is your name. 

 10The fear of the L�	
 is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures forever. 
 
The Second Lesson   Ephesians 5:15-20  
 
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily 
conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks 
to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 5th chapter. 
 
15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the 
time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you 
sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to 
the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   John 6:51-58  
 
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus 
identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection 
that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy 
communion. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread 
will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
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and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 
eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is 
true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 

*Hymn of the Day “I Am the Bread of Life” Hymn#485 vs. 1-3 
 
1 "I am the Bread of life. 
 You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
 No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 
Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 
2 "The bread that I will give 
 is my flesh for the life of the world, 
 and if you eat of this bread, 
 you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 
3 "Unless you eat 
 of the flesh of the Son of Man 
 and drink of his blood, 
 and drink of his blood, 
 you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 
 
Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6 
Text © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, and 
seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper 
understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. God, in 
your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. 
Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the 
ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms.  God, 
in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges and 
renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of 
reconciliation. God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or mired 
in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help all who 
are grieving and all those who suffer.  God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this 
assembly.  Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors, and 
others that enrich our worship and daily life. God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through which 
we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to eternal life. God, in 
your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what 
has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive 
here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 



 

11 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 



 

12 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn “Faith of Our Fathers “ Hymn#812 
 
1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 
Refrain 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to thee till death. 
 
2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, 
 were still in heart and conscience free; 
 and blest would be their children's fate 
 if they, like them, should die for thee.  Refrain 
 
3 Faith of our fathers! We will love 
 both friend and foe in all our strife; 
 proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 
 by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “The Call of the Trumpets” by Henry Purcell  
   arranged by Franklin Ritter  
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