
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a 
sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people 
want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. 
He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the one 
who sent him. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “Thanks be to God” by Edvard Grieg 
  arranged by Thomas Chesterton 
   
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?   
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  

August 1, 2021 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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*Gathering Hymn “What Feast of Love ” Hymn#487 
 
1 What feast of love is offered here, 
 what banquet come from heaven? 
 What food of everlasting life, 
 what gracious gift is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the bread come down from heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 How sweet the manna given! 
 
2 What light of truth is offered here, 
 what covenant from heaven? 
 What hope of everlasting life, 
 what wondrous word is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 

 the sun come down from heaven. 
 Oh, see and hear and sing! 
 The Word of God is given! 
 
3 What wine of love is offered here, 
 what crimson drink from heaven? 
 What stream of everlasting life, 
 what precious blood is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sweetest wine of heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 The Son of God is given! 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
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O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and are 
satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   2 Samuel 11:26--12:13a  
 
God sends the prophet Nathan to rebuke King David for his abuse of power in taking 
Bathsheba and killing her husband, Uriah. Confronted with his sin, David repents. This sin, 
however, marks the beginning of troubled times in David’s family. 
 
A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel, the 11th chapter. 
 
26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. 
27When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his 
wife, and bore him a son.  
  But the thing that David had done displeased the L !", 12:1and the L !" sent Nathan to 
David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich 
and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had 
nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him 
and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his 
bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he 
was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to 
him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 
5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the L !" 
lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because 
he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 
  7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the L !", the God of Israel: I anointed 
you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s 
house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of 
Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have you 
despised the word of the L !", to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the 
sword of the Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for 
you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus 
says the L !": I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take 
your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives 
in the sight of this very sun. 12For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and 
before the sun.” 13aDavid said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the L !".” 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   Psalm 51:1-12  
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  
 
The Second Lesson   Ephesians 4:1-16  
 
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of 
ministry whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 4th chapter. 
 
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is 
said,  
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
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Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of 
doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth 
in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   John 6:24-35  
 
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him 
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because 
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it 
is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 
in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so 
that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is 
that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
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*Hymn of the Day “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ” Hymn#618 
 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore. 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 
 

*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Almighty God, we come to you with grateful hearts today. There is so much for which we are 
thankful—especially the gift of Jesus in our lives. We lift our prayers up to you, with the hope, 
faith and assurance that you are tenderly taking care of us, as our heavenly father who 
provides all that we need. Hear us, God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for the earth and all creation. We especially pray for those whose lives 
are directly affected by weather, storms, floods, wildfires, heat and all other natural disasters. 
Please help to heal our earth and bring peaceful solutions to climate change. Please help your 
people see this issue with open eyes, without political lenses. Help us to be good stewards of 
the earth, and guide us to put our faith into action. Hear us, God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
God of peace and justice, we pray for all nations and all leaders, especially those making 
decisions about vaccines and the pandemic. Strengthen them in mind, body and spirit, to make 
wise decisions about public health, safety, schools and workplaces. Hear us, God.  Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, we pray for all people affected by poverty, sickness and oppression. Help us to be 
your eyes and hands, to see and reach out to those we can help. Hear us, God.  Your mercy 
is great. 
 
God of grace, we pray for the broken, the lonely, homeless and marginalized. Please comfort 
anyone who is feeling forgotten or lonely. Guide our footsteps to do your work. And let your 
face shine upon us as your servants. Hear us, God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, we pray for all people who are hurting, sick, hospitalized, and for families whose 
loved ones recently died. We especially pray for your healing hand, on all those affected by 
diseases including cancer and COVID-19. Medical professionals continue to need our prayers 
as well God. Please continue to strengthen them to care for others. Hear us, God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
God we pray for each and every member of St. Stephen today, plus each and every visitor, all 
those in person and online. We pray for all friends from Dinners with Friends and all 
participants in our Flying J and Petro ministry. Help us to continue to be innovative in these 
and additional ministries, to live out our mission to feed others in mind, body and spirit. Hear 
us, God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has 
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  

*Sending Hymn “Sent Forth by God's Blessing “ Hymn#547 
 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” arranged by Lani Smith 


