ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

July 25,2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecast

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus
on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish.
What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the
needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally
makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this
world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

Prelude “Von Himmel hoch, da komm 'ich her” by Johann Pachelbel

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, * the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult ” Hymn#696, vs. 1-3

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult
of our life's wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, "Christian, follow me":

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for Jesus' sake.

3 Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying, "Christian, love me more."

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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*Canticle of Praise
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*Pravyer of the Day

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and
a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and
share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson 2 Samuel 11:1-15

King David takes Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, then eventually has her husband murdered. The
king, who should be at the battle but stays home, is contrasted in this story with the loyal and
upright soldier Uriah.

A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel, the 11th chapter.

'In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers
and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained
at Jerusalem.

%It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on
the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very
beautiful. ®David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” “So David sent messengers to get her, and she



came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she
returned to her house. *The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “l am pregnant.”

®So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David.
"When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was
going. ®Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went
out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the
entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house.
"%When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have
just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” "'Uriah said to David,
“The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord
are camping in the open field; shall | then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with
my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, | will not do such a thing.” "*Then David said to
Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow | will send you back.” So Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day. On the next day, "*David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and
made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his
lord, but he did not go down to his house.

“In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. "°In the letter
he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so
that he may be struck down and die.”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 14

'Fools say in their hearts, “There !is no God.”
They are corrupt, every deed is vile; there is no one who does ! any good.
*The Lorb looks down from heaven up- ' on us all,
to see if there is anyone who is wise, who seeks ! after God.
3They have all proved faithless; all alike | have turned bad;
there is none who does good; ' no, not one.
“Have they no knowledge, all those ! evildoers
who eat up my people like bread and do not call up-' on the Lorp?
®See how they trem- ! ble with fear
because God is in the company fof the righteous.
®Your aim is to confound the plans of ! the afflicted,
but the LoRrb! is their refuge.
’Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come ! out of Zion!
When the LORD restores the fortunes of the people, Jacob will rejoice and Israel ' will be
glad.

The Second Lesson Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human
knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and
empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 3rd chapter.

"“For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, *from whom every family in heaven and
on earth takes its name. '°l pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that



you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, '"and that Chrtst
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. '8l pray
that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, '"and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who by the power ¢ at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, ?'to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Gospel Reading John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought
under human control.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.
Glory to You Oh Lord.

'Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. *Jesus
went up the mountaln and sat down there with his disciples. *“Now the Passover, the festival of
the Jews, was near. °When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” ®He said this to test him,
for he himself knew what he was going to do. "Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” ®One of hIS disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him, *There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But
what are they among so many people?” °Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there
was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. "'Then
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who were
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were sattsfled he told his
disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” *So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they
filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say,
ThIS is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.



"®When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, '"got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. ®The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. "When they had rowed about three or four
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.
?“But he said to them, “It is |; do not be afraid.” ' Then they wanted to take him into the boat,
and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Matthew Best

*Hymn of the Day “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” Hymn#729 vs. 1-3

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age
beset by change, but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

2 Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live before they die.

3 Then let the servant church arise,
a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,
and clothed in Christ's humanity.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Apostles Creed
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the

Apostles Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.”
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God of peoples everywhere, we say we are sisters and brothers by Your calling to oneness,
but our sinful nature beckons us to see our oneness in congregation only with others like
ourselves. Forgive us, and help all believers to see beyond our own needs, our own desires,
our own hunger for individual fulfillment. Guide us and help us to work for the good of all
humanity in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all creation, You gave humanity the responsibility to care for all that You made and all
that You continue to make. Instead, many of the societies You enabled twist Your charge into
a direction to subjugate. We again ask for Your forgiveness. In Your grace, give us the
wisdom and the knowledge to care for all the world's resources so that our world can thrive for
as long as the cosmos allows. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all peoples, You enabled the rich diversity that exists across humanity, yet Your
children often see this diversity as a curse, as reason for hate and distrust, as justification for
violent confrontation. Still we ask for Your forgiveness and ask for Your enlightenment.
Please give us and our leaders across the globe the foresight and the courage to make peace
with each other and to work for the betterment of humanity near and far. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Loving Father, our sense of separation and our own insecurities during these times make it
even easier to downplay if not ignore the needs of the poor, the oppressed, the sick, the
bereaved, and the lonely. Once again we ask for Your forgiveness. Grace us with creativity
and motivation to reach out to those in need, and to minister to them as You enable us to do
so. Where we are unable or unequipped to provide that ministry, please be with those who
have the resources needed to enable that relief, and help us as we encourage those who work
in such ministries. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Healing God, we recognize that suffering is part of the human condition, yet there is so much
that can be done to lift up those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We ask that Your healing
hand reach out to all who endure pain and ill health of any kind. As extensions of Your hands,
lead and guide us in our grace-filled, healing endeavors. Be with healers everywhere whose
curative skills surpass ours. Guide them to minister to all in need of healing in body, mind, or
spirit regardless of their faith, sex, nationality, skin color, creed, or social status. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of this congregation, we sense some degree of blessed, local relief from the life-
threatening, socially-separating, and other vastly unsettling impacts of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic; and for that we give You thanks. Yet we still sense, with eyes more open, that our



congregational life and our lives in this community continue to be radically altered. We want to
regain a sense of control, ignoring the fact that such a sense of control was but a facade.
Please forgive our short-sightedness and continue to remind us that such control was not ours
in the first place. Lead us as we strive to better understand the role You have in mind for this
fellowship of believers , and give us the strength and courage to move forward in that role.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Other intercessions may be offered.

Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first,
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our
love of God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below:

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set

up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.

*Offertory Prayer
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Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.
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Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you now
and forever.

Amen.

*Sending Hymn “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ* Hymn#674

1 Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Postlude in A Minor” by E. Heyer
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