
When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he 
becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to 
power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we 
may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. 
We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “Andante Tranquillo from Sonata III” by Felix Mendelssohn 
   
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?   
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 
 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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2 

*Gathering Hymn “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Hymn#697 
 
Refrain 
 Just a closer walk with thee, 
 grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
 daily walking close to thee, 
 let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
1 I am weak but thou art strong: 
 Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
 I'll be satisfied as long 
 as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 
 
2 Through this world of toil and snares, 
 if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
 Who with me my burden shares? 
 None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 
 
3 When my feeble life is o'er, 
 time for me will be no more; 
 guide me gently, safely o'er 
 to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 
 
Text: North American traditional 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19  
 
The ark of the covenant, long a symbol of God’s presence with Israel, is brought into Jerusalem 
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by David. The entrance of the ark into this new capital city is marked by great rejoicing, and 
David himself is the chief dancer. 
 
A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel, the 6th and 12th chapters. 
 
1David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2David and all the people 
with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is 
called by the name of the L��� of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3They carried the 
ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. 
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4with the ark of God; and 
Ahio went in front of the ark. 5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the L��� 
with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and 
cymbals. 
  12bSo David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of 
David with rejoicing; 13and when those who bore the ark of the L��� had gone six paces, he 
sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14David danced before the L��� with all his might; David was 
girded with a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the 
L��� with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 
  16As the ark of the L��� came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of 
the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the L���; and she despised him 
in her heart. 
  17They brought in the ark of the L���, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had 
pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the L���. 
18When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he 
blessed the people in the name of the L��� of hosts, 19and distributed food among all the 
people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion 
of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 24  
 
1The earth is the L���‘s and all | that is in it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 2For the L��� has founded it up- | on the seas 
  and established it up- | on the rivers.  
 3Who may ascend the mountain | of the L���, 
  and who may stand in God’s | holy place? 
 4Those of innocent hands and puri- | ty of heart, 
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by | what is false. 
 5They shall receive blessing | from the L��� 
  and righteousness from the God of | their salvation. 
 6Such is the generation of those who seek | you, O L���, 
  of those who seek your face, O | God of Jacob.  
 7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 8Who is this | King of glory? 
  The L���, strong and mighty, the L���, might- | y in battle! 
 9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
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 10Who is this | King of glory? 
  Truly, the L��� of hosts is the | King of glory.  
 
The Second Lesson   Ephesians 1:3-14  
 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are 
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 
promised eternal salvation. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 1st chapter. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ 
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   Mark 6:14-29  
 
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the 
Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those 
opposed to the gospel of salvation. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
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14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like 
one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised.” 
  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had 
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing 
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on 
his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When 
his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king 
said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to 
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said 
to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 
25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his 
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of 
the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought 
his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 

*Hymn of the Day “Let Justice Flow like Streams” Hymn#717 
 
1 Let justice flow like streams 
 of sparkling water, pure, 
 enabling growth, refreshing life, 
 abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 
2 Let righteousness roll on 
 as others' cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith 
 translated into deed. 
 
3 So may God's plumb line, straight, 
 define our measure true, 
 and justice, right, and peace pervade 
 this world our whole life through. 
 
Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself. Bestow 
your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem us from our 
faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of 
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain, and 
other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in our 
own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are survivors of 
violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of 
prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray especially 
for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for our custodian and 
maintenance workers, for our office staff and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

10 

 
We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith.  We 
remember those in this community who have recently died.  United with them as God’s 
children, assure us that we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here, other intercessions may be offered 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
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Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has 
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 



 

12 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens“ Hymn#771 
 
1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
 infinite in time and place, 
 flung the suns in burning radiance 
 through the silent fields of space: 
 we, your children in your likeness, 
 share inventive pow'rs with you; 
 great Creator, still creating, 
 show us what we yet may do. 
 
2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of 
 since the childhood of our race; 
 known the ecstasy of winging 
 through untraveled realms of space; 
 probed the secrets of the atom, 
 yielding unimagined pow'r, 
 facing us with life's destruction 
 or our most triumphant hour. 
 
3 As each far horizon beckons, 
 may it challenge us anew: 
 children of creative purpose, 
 serving others, hon'ring you. 
 May our dreams prove rich with promise; 
 each endeavor well begun; 
 great Creator, give us guidance 
 till our goals and yours are one. 
 
Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927 
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “Toccata in E Minor”  by Johann Pachelbel 



 

14 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  


