ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

June 27, 2021 :
Fifth Sunday after Pentecast

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her
by the hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus’ time the hemorrhaging woman was
considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch, and anyone who touched a corpse
also became unclean. In Mark’s gospel Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax
collector’s house to his last breath on the cross as the temple curtain is torn in two. We dare to
touch Jesus in our “uncleanness” and to live as a community that defines no one as an
outsider.

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

“

Prelude

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, * the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn “O God of Mercy, God of Light” Hymn#714 vs. 1,5,6

1 O God of mercy, God of light,
in love and mercy infinite,
teach us, as ever in your sight,
to live our lives in you.

4  For all are kindred, far and wide,
since Jesus Christ for all has died;
grant us the will, and grace provide,
to love them all in you.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav'n above
all those who live in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. Be our strong
defense against all harm and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

David laments over the deaths of King Saul and his son Jonathan, who was a beloved friend of
David’s. David mourns for Saul, the first king of Israel, even though Saul tried to kill him on
several occasions. Though deeply flawed, Saul was still God’s anointed.

A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel, the 1st chapter

' After the death of Saul, when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites, David
remained two days in Ziklag.
"David intoned this lamentation over Saul and his son Jonathan. '®(He ordered that The
Song of the Bow be taught to the people of Judah; it is written in the Book of Jashar.) He said:
®Your glory, O Israel, lies slain upon your high places!
How the mighty have fallen!



Tell it not in Gath,
proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon;
or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice,
the daughters of the uncircumcised will exult.
#You mountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain upon you,
nor bounteous fields!
For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,
the shield of Saul, anointed with oil no more.
#2From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of the mighty,
the bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
nor the sword of Saul return empty.
#Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely!
In life and in death they were not divided;
they were swifter than eagles,
they were stronger than lions.
40 daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you with crimson, in luxury,
who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
®How the mighty have fallen
in the midst of the battle!
Jonathan lies slain upon your high places.
%] am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
greatly beloved were you to me;
your love to me was wonderful,
passing the love of women.
*’How the mighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war perished!

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 130

'Out | of the depths

| cry to | you, O LORD;

0 LoRrp, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.

3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LoRbD, | who could stand?

*Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.

°| wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word | is my hope.

®My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

0 Israel, wait for the LoRD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.

8For the Lorb shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins.



The Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Paul encourages the Corinthians to honor their commitment to participate in the collection his
churches are organizing for the Christians in Jerusalem. He presents Jesus as an example of
selfless stewardship and reminds them that Christians have received abundantly so that they
can share abundantly.

A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, the 8th chapter.

"Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and
in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

8| do not say this as a command, but | am testing the genuineness of your love against the
earnestness of others. °For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.
'°And in this matter | am giving my advice: it is approprlate for you who began last year not
only to do something but even to desire to do something—'"now finish domg it, so that your
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. "2For if the eagerness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not
have. '® do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a
question of a fair balance between "your present abundance and their need SO that their
abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. "As it is written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Mark 5:21-43

Jairus, a respected leader, begs Jesus to heal his daughter. A woman with a hemorrhage was
considered ritually unclean and treated as an outcast. Both Jairus and the unnamed woman
come to Jesus in faith, believing in his power to heal and bring life out of death.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 5th chapter.
Glory to You Oh Lord.

#'When Jesus had crossed agzaln in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around
him; and he was by the sea. ““Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came



and, when he saw him, fell at his feet ?®and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the
point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” ?*So
he went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. ®Now there was a woman who had
been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. **She had endured much under many
physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 2’She
had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 2*for she
said, “If | but touch his clothes, | will be made well.” 2 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. **Immediately aware that power
had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”
3 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who
touched me? ” **He looked all around to see who had done it. **But the woman, knowing what
had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole
truth. >*He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of
your disease.”

*While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” **But overhearing what they said,
Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” *'He allowed no one to
follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. **When they came to the
house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
%When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child
is not dead but sleeping.” *°And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the
child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. *'He
took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” **And
immediately the girl got up and be%an to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they
were overcome with amazement. “"He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and
told them to give her something to eat.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You oh Christ.
Sermon The Reverend Anne-Rose Reeves

*Hymn of the Day “We Come to You For Healing, Lord ” Hymn#617 vs. 1-3

1 We come to you for healing, Lord,
of body, mind, and soul,

and pray that by your Spirit's touch
we may again be whole.

2 As once you walked through ancient streets
and reached toward those in pain,

come, risen Christ, among us still

with pow'r to heal again.

3 You touch us through physicians' skills,
through nurses' gifts of care,

and through the love of faithful friends

who lift our lives in prayer.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All



rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Apostles Creed
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the

Apostles Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

God of hope, the ministry of your church extends across borders, from nearby neighbors to far
and distant countries. Accompany all those who labor eagerly in service of the gospel, that
through your good news all might experience transformation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Almighty God, we give you thanks for the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land that
provides our food. Guard all species of plants and animals from harsh changes in climate and
empower us to protect all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Righteous God, we pray for nations and their leaders. Give them a spirit of compassion and
steer them towards a fair distribution of resources; that none among us would have too much
or too little. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of healing, your touch has the power to make us whole. We pray for those suffering from
physical or mental illness. Embrace those who are sick. Surround them with your unwavering



presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly and all those gathered together in worship. Revive our spirits, renew
our relationships, and rekindle our faith, that we might experience resurrection in this
community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful ancestors in every age whose lives have pointed us towards
you. Envelop them in your love, that we may be reunited with one another in the last days.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first,
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our
love of God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenlL C.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslic/ or QR code below:

RS

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set
up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.
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*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
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and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.
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Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be upon you now
and forever.

Amen.
*Sending Hymn “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing “ Hymn#886 vs. 3,5
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears

and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner's ears,
brings life and health and peace.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258.
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