June 20, 2021
Fouwnth Sunday aften Pentecast

ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in the storm, the boat
almost swamped; but Jesus is here now, and when we call him, he will calm the storm. Even
the wind and waves listen to him as they would to their creator. We also listen to him and are
called to believe in the power of God’s word in him, a power greater than all that we fear.

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

Prelude “Allegretto from ‘Five Short Pieces’™ by Percy Whitlock

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, * the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” Hymn#756 vs. 1,2,4

1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

2 O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*Canticle of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm. By your
strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by your hand

protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The First Lesson

In this passage, the description of the soldier Goliath vividly depicts the superiority of Philistine
military might. In contrast, young David is armed with a slingshot and faith in God. David’s

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49

victory witnesses to the whole earth that “there is a God in Israel.”

A reading from the first book of the prophet Samuel, the 17th chapter




'“Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle. “And there came out from the camp of
the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.
°He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of
the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. ®°He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a
javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. "The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s
beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went
before him. ®He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up
for battle? Am | not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for
yourselves, and let him come down to me. °If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we
will be your servants; but if | prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants
and serve us.” "°And the Philistine said, “Today | defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that
we may fight together.” ""When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they
were dismayed and greatly afraid.

""Now Saul, and [Jesse’s sons], and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting
with the Philistines. 2°David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the
provisions, and went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the
army was going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. ?'Israel and the Philistines drew
up for battle, army against army. ?David left the things in charge of the keeper of the
baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. *°As he talked with them, the
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines,
and spoke the same words as before. And David heard him.

¥David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight
with this Philistine.” **Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight
with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” **But David said to
Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came,
and took a lamb from the flock, *°I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its
mouth; and if it turned against me, | would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. **Your
servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of
them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” *David said, “The LoRD, who saved
me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this
Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the LORD be with you!”

%3aul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him
with a coat of mail. *David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk,
for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for | am not
used to them.” So David removed them. “*Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five
smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was
in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.

“"The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him.
*When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy
and handsome in appearance. “*The Philistine said to David, “Am | a dog, that you come to
me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. **The Philistine said to David,
“Come to me, and | will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the
field.” **But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin;
but | come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you
have defied. *°This very day the LoRb will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike you down
and cut off your head; and | will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the
birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is
a God in Israel, *’and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword
and spear; for the battle is the LORD's and he will give you into our hand.”

*®When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to



meet the Philistine. **David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the
Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the
ground.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 9:9-20

*You, O Lorb, will be a refuge for | the oppressed,
a refuge in | time of trouble.
'"“Those who know your name will put their | trust in you,
for you never forsake those who seek | you, O LORD.
''Sing praise to the LORD who | dwells in Zion;
proclaim to the peoples the things | God has done.
"“The avenger of blood will re- | member them
and will not forget the cry of | the afflicted.
'“Be gracious to | me, O LORD;
see the misery | suffer from those who hate me, you that lift me up from the | gates of
death;
'“so that | may tell of all your praises and rejoice in | your salvation
in the gates of the cit- | y of Zion.
"The nations have fallen into the | pit they dug;
in the snare they set, their own | foot is caught.
'°The LoRb is revealed in | acts of justice;
the wicked are trapped in the works of | their own hands.
""The nations go down | to the grave,
all the peoples | that forget God.
'°For the needy shall not always | be forgotten,
nor shall the hope of the poor be tak- | en away.
"“Rise up, O LORD, let not mortals have the | upper hand;
let the nations be | judged before you.
“‘Put them in | fear, O LORD;
let the nations know they | are but mortal.

The Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out
their missionary work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us
but is graciously working for our salvation.

A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, the 6th chapter.

'As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. “For
he says,

“At an acceptable time | have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation | have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! “We are putting no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ®by purity,



knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, “truthful speech, and the power
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; %in honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; °as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; "°as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.

""We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. *There is no
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. "*In return—I speak as to children—open wide
your hearts also.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Mark 4:35-41

Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents
evil and chaos. The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid
life’s turbulence.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter.
Glory to You Oh Lord.

*When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the other side.”
%And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other
boats were with him. *’A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. *®But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” **He woke up
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be stilll” Then the wind ceased, and there
was a dead calm. *°He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” *'And they
were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You oh Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Anne-Rose Reeves



*Hymn of the Day “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me ” Hymn#767 vs. 1-2

1 Lord, take my hand and lead me
upon life's way;
direct, protect, and feed me
from day to day.
Without your grace and favor
| go astray;
so take my hand, O Savior,
and lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages,
| need not fear;
for you, the Rock of Ages,
are always near.
Close by your side abiding,
| fear no foe,
for when your hand is guiding,
in peace | go.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Apostles Creed
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the

Apostles Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*Prayers of the Church
Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray for the
mission of the church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may be made known to all
peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You laid the foundations of the earth and the waters are the womb of creation. The morning
stars sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it
may continue to flourish and magnify your glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing violence, hunger, and
unrest. Guide worldwide and local community organizations in their efforts to establish safety
and justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray for those who are
experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains that bind us. Remove the
barriers that separate us from one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our leaders and elders. Grant them
knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through their leadership you may be exalted in this
assembly. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for those who are fathers or
wish to be fathers, for those with broken or strained relationships, for those who are missing
their fathers, and for fathers who have lost children. Bless and strengthen them. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first,
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our
love of God.
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To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenl C.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below:

Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set
up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is:

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever

to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

Reprinted under One License #A735517

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be upon you now
and forever.

Amen.

13



*Sending Hymn “My Life Flows on in Endless Song “ Hymn#763

1 My life flows on in endless song;
above earth's lamentation,
| catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.

Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can | keep from singing?

2 Through all the tumult and the strife,
| hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can | keep from singing? Refrain

3 What though my joys and comforts die?
The Lord my Savior liveth.
What though the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night he giveth. Refrain

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since | am his!
How can | keep from singing? Refrain

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
*Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Allegro from ‘Concerto in G” by Johann Ernst
arr. J. S. Bach

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served
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