
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of 
the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better 
imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree 
of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through 
baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all 
that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “Fugue in C Major” attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach 
   
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?   
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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*Gathering Hymn “We Walk by Faith” Hymn#635 vs. 1-4 
 
1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 
 with gracious words draw near, 
 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 
 "My peace be with you here." 
 
2 We may not touch your hands and side, 
 nor follow where you trod; 
 but in your promise we rejoice, 
 and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
 and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near 
 and seek where you are found: 

 
4 For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 
beneath the water and the word, 
beneath the bread and wine. 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture 
our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   1 Samuel 15:34--16:13  
 
Saul, anointed by the prophet Samuel as the first king of Israel, displeases the Lord. The Lord 
therefore sends Samuel to Bethlehem, where he anoints David, the youngest of the sons of 
Jesse, to succeed Saul as king. 
 
A reading from the first book of the prophet Samuel, the 15th and 16th chapters 
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34Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel did not 
see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the L !" was 
sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 16:1The L !" said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I 
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the L !" said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the L !".’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 
shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the 
L !" commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice 
to the L !"; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the L !"‘s anointed is now 
before the L !".” 7But the L !" said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the L !" does not see as mortals see; 
they look on the outward appearance, but the L !" looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the L !" chosen this 
one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the L !" chosen this 
one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
L !" has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The L !" 
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the L !" came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 20  
 
1May the L !" answer you in the | day of trouble, 
  the name of the God of Ja- | cob defend you; 
 2send you help from the | sanctuary 
  and strengthen you | out of Zion; 
 3may the L !" remember | all your offerings 
  and accept | your burnt sacrifice; 
 4grant you your | heart’s desire 
  and prosper | all your plans.  
 5We will shout for joy at your victory and unfurl our banners in the name | of our God; 
  may the L !" grant all | your requests. 
 6Now I know that the L��� gives victory to | the anointed one; 
  God will answer out of the holy heaven, gaining victory with a | strong right hand.  
 7Some trust in chariots and | some in horses, 
  but we rely on the name of the | L !" our God. 
 8They collapse | and fall down, 
  but we will arise | and stand upright. 
 9O L !", give victory | to the king 
  and answer us | when we call.  
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The Second Lesson   2 Corinthians 5:6-17  
 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a 
human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All 
who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, the 5th chapter. 
 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
  11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For 
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love 
of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 
him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   Mark 4:26-34  
 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
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26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  Deacon David Hope-Tringali  
 
*Hymn of the Day “How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord ” Hymn#580 vs. 1-3 
 
1.  How clear is our vocation, Lord,  

when once we heed your call 
to live according to your word 
and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
that you are Lord of all,  
and will not let us fall. 

 
2.  But if, forgetful, we should find 

your yoke is hard to bear; 
if worldly pressures fray the mind 
and life itself cannot unwind 
its tangled skein of care:  
our inward life repair. 

 
3.  We marvel how your saints become  

in hindrances more sure;  
whose joyful virtues put to shame  
the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure  
your pow'r to cleanse and cure. 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good 
news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our 
prayer. 
 
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the 
soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering 
drought. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard 
those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in your 
mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call 
on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness. 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our church 
musician(s), especially during these difficult months of pandemic.  We are grateful for Abby, 
Emma, Beth, Kathy, Matt and Mike.  We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this 
place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our 
hearts. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
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Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you.  We 
look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Please consider also, making a special offering to support the work of the academy through 
a financial donation.  This donation will be directed to provide food for the local population that 
has been suffering as a result of the pandemic.  Donations to support this ministry will go to 
feed thousands of people around the academy.  You can make a donation directly to Tree 4 
Hope by clicking here - https://tree4hope.networkforgood.com/projects/112575-support-tree-4-
hope.   
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Alternatively, you can write a check to: 
 

Tree 4 Hope 
1492 Linglestown Rd. 
Harrisburg 
PA 17110 
United States  
 
Or, you can send cash as well.  If using this method, please fill out the “Offering 2021” sheet 
(located near the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary, and designate “Tree 4 Hope” on 
the “Other” line. 
 
Thank you, for your tremendous generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has 
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “To Be Your Presence “ Hymn#546 vs. 1-3 
 
1 To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 

 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735617 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “Classical Postlude” by Franz Joseph Haydn 
   arranged by James Mansfield 
 


