
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges 
that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have 
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection 
and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ 
family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “”  
   
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?   
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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*Gathering Hymn “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” Hymn#533 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
 
3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
 here thy seed is duly sown; 
 let my soul, where it is planted, 
 bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 so that all I hear may be 
 fruitful unto life in me. 
 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our 
faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   1 Samuel 8:4-20  
 
God has settled the Israelites in the promised land and has appointed judges to govern them. 
But they want to be like the nations around them. By asking Samuel for a human king, they 
reject the kingship of God and open themselves to oppression at the hands of the human king. 
 
A reading from the first book of the prophet Samuel, the 8th chapter 
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4All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and said to him, 
“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern 
us, like other nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to 
govern us.” Samuel prayed to the L'(), 7and the L'() said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of 
the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 
from being king over them. 8Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out 
of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9Now 
then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the 
king who shall reign over them.” 
  10So Samuel reported all the words of the L'() to the people who were asking him for a 
king. 11He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 
[12and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and 
some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 
equipment of his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 
bakers. 14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to 
his courtiers. 15He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and his courtiers. ] 16He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your 
cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you 
shall be his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have 
chosen for yourselves; but the L'() will not answer you in that day.” 
  19But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, 20so that we also may be like other nations, and that our 
king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”  
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 138  
 
1I will give thanks to you, O L'(), with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O L���, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
 5They will sing of the ways | of the L'(), 
  that great is the glory | of the L'(). 
 6The L��� is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save 
me. 
 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O L���, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your 
hands.  
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The Second Lesson   2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1  
 
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared 
for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God 
raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, the 4th and 5th chapters. 
 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and 
so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   Mark 3:20-35  
 
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-
possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy 
Spirit, siblings of Christ. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
 
[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] 
could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, 
“He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them 
to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
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cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder 
his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers 
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Now We Join in Celebration ” Hymn#462 
 
1 Now we join in celebration 
 at our Savior's invitation, 
 dressed no more in spirit somber, 
 clothed instead in joy and wonder; 
 for the Lord of all existence, 
 putting off divine transcendence, 
 stoops again in love to meet us, 
 with his very life to feed us. 
 
2 Lord, as round this feast we gather, 
 fill our hearts with holy rapture! 
 For this bread and cup of blessing 
 are for us the sure possessing 
 of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 
 of your living self, our vict'ry, 
 pledge of your unfailing presence, 
 foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. 
 
3 Lord, we share in this communion 
 as one fam'ly of God's children, 
 reconciled through you, our brother, 
 one in you with God our Father. 
 Give us grace to live for others, 
 serving all, both friends and strangers, 
 seeking justice, love, and mercy 
 till you come in final glory. 
 
Text: Joel W. Lundeen 
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
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*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
Loving God, we hear many messages about forgiveness in today’s readings. We all carry 
some of the shame as a result of Adam and Eve’s sin. And in today’s Psalm, we hear the 
psalmist write, “If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with you there is 
forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.” For this incredible gift, we are 
thankful. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, the image of the garden in Genesis reminds us of your amazing creation. 
Sometimes we are so consumed with today’s issues and problems that we overlook, or take 
for granted, the beauty of the earth, the sky, all living things, animals and plants. Thank you for 
all these treasures. May we guard, preserve and nurture these natural treasures and wonders, 
being good stewards of your creation always. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for peace and love to overtake the hate and ugliness, racism and anger, 
mental and physical wounds, disease and division, loneliness and helplessness in the world. 
Send wisdom to all those in positions of leadership and guide them with your Holy Spirit to 
make decisions that will help bring about healing in our world. Lord, in your mercy… hear our 
prayer. 
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Loving God, we pray for all people affected by poverty, sickness and oppression. We also pray 
for everyone who worked for the good of others through the pandemic, including medical 
researchers, doctors and hospital staff, mental health professionals, social workers, and health 
professionals organizing and staffing vaccine clinics. Thank you for their care. Lord, in your 
mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, we pray for all the disciples of St. Stephen—those who are in the church 
sanctuary today, those who are joining us on Zoom or Facebook, and those who cannot be 
present in worship today. Unite us in our mission, to share the good news of Jesus, and to feed 
those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all friends, family and community members who are hospitalized, battling cancer 
and other life-changing diseases of mind, body and spirit. We pray for all families touched by 
COVID-19 deaths and illnesses. We also pray for all those affected by Lyme disease. Lord, in 
your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, help us through the week ahead with a renewed sense of purpose. Let us fix our 
eyes and hearts on your incredible invitation to one day join you, in our eternal home in 
heaven. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 
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Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Dedication of the television 
 
Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we set apart 
this flat screen television and monitor to the glory of God. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have enriched our lives with every 
good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to show your splendor to our children; and you 
have invited us to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. 
 
Send your blessing on this television and monitor, which we set apart today;  may it serve to 
increase our vision of your glory, to remind us of your goodness, and to support our calling to 
worship you in spirit and truth. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has 
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “I’m so Glad Jesus Lifted Me “ Hymn#860 
 
1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
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served  

 
2 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
3 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “”   
   
 


