ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

May 23, 2021
Pentecast

*Congregation is invited to stand as able

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service
and that images are being shared with the online participants.

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all
boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we
least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our
weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and
that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same
Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness
of Christ’s love with the world.

Prelude “Prelude in B Flat Major” by Johann Sebastian Bach

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Hymn “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” Hymn#398 vs. 2,3,5

2 Holy Spirit, love divine,
glow within this heart of mine;
kindle ev'ry high desire;
purge me with your holy fire.

3 Holy Spirit, pow'r divine,
fortify this will of mine;
by your will | strongly live,
bravely bear, and nobly strive.

5 Holy Spirit, right divine,
king within my conscience reign;
be my guide, and | shall be
firmly bound, forever free.

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892

*Apostolic Greeting
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us
this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14

The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This reading plays on
the different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are given new life,
flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit and will bring them home
to the land of Israel.

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel, the 37th chapter

'"The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. ®*He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LoRD. °Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones:
| will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ®l will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you
shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8l looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” 'l prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

""Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” *Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. "*And you shall know
that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
"1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you
shall know that |, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

**How manifold are your | works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.
®Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number,
living things both | small and great.
®There go the ships | to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it.
2’All of them | look to you
to give them their food | in due season.
2you give it to them; they | gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.
*When you hide your face, | they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust.
%You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created:;
and so you renew the face | of the earth.
*"May the glory of the LoRbD en- | dure forever;
O LoRbD, rejoice in | all your works.
%You look at the earth | and it trembles;
you touch the mountains | and they smoke.
%] will sing to the LoRbD as long | as | live;
| will praise my God while | | have my being.
%May these words of | mine please God.
| will rejoice | in the LORD.
% Bless the Lorb, | O my soul.
Hal- | lelujah!

The Second Lesson Acts 2:1-21

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after
Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire
community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied.
Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple
languages.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 2nd chapter

'When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. ?And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and
a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ®And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking
in the native language of each. "Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? ®And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
°Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, '°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ''Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” '?All were amazed and perplexed,



saying to one another, “What does this mean?” "*But others sneered and said, “They are filled
with new wine.”

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. "’Indeed, these
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. "®No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:

In the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'"®Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
"And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
?"The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
#"Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
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While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper’
and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 15th and 16th chapters.
Glory to You Oh Lord.

[Jesus said,] ®“When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit
of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 2’You also are to testify
because you have been with me from the beginning.

16:40¢| did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. °But now |
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ °But because
| have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. "Nevertheless | tell you the truth:



it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you;
but if | go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin
and righteousness and Judgment %about sin, because they do not believe in me; Yabout
righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; ''about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

“| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. *When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the thlngs that are to come. 14He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. '°All that the Father has is mine. For
this reason | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You oh Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Matthew Best

Hymn of the Day “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ” Hymn#400 vs. 1-4

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind,
as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort;
past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service,
there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!

2 God of blazing, God of burning,
all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body,
let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice,
kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder,
shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder,
for earth's healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us;
make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!

4 God of passion, God unsleeping,
stir in us love's restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish,
may we share your heart's distress.
Rouse us from content with evil;
claim us for your kingdom's work,
claim us for your kingdom's work!



Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A735517

Affirmation of Baptism in the Presence of the Assembly

PRESENTATION

Those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font. They may be joined by
others from the assembly.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these or similar words.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young people, one with us in
the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.

The presiding minister may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation.

Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of the
congregation:

| present _Mollie, Grant, Jenna and Carly, who desire to make public affirmation of their
baptism.

The presiding minister may continue with prayer.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these young people, whom you have made your own by water
and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of
your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.

We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly
may stand and join in the responses.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

| renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?



| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God'’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each person responds:
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support these young people and pray for them in their life in
Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.

The congregation is asked to rise as they are able.
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Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Blow your spirit into our lives and especially
these young people, similar to how you commanded Ezekiel to blow life into the fallen in the
valley of dry bones. Let your spirit come upon these young people as it did with the faithful
gathered at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came in like a rush of wind and transformed the
Body of Christ and sent them out into the world. Let your Spirit come here now and abide in us
and these young people. Come Holy Spirit!

“Veni Sancte Spiritus” Hymn#406
Ostinato [repeated continuously]
Veni Sancte Spiritus. Veni Sancte Spiritus.

Holy Spirit, come to us. Holy Spirit, come to us.

Text: Pentecost sequence; Taizé Community
Text © 1978, 1980, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Reprinted under One License #A-735517

The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands on the
head of the person and say:

Stir up in Mollie, Grant, Jenna, Carly the qift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world. Together we are united in Christ’s
mission for the church and this congregation which is to respond to Christ’s love by
feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.

The congregation may offer a show of appreciation and celebration for the newly confirmed.
*Prayers of the Church

Congregational response after each petition:
AM: ...Hear Us, Oh God,. C: Your mercy is great.

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and varied gifts. In the
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church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that it may discover
anew the Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, your mighty works are too humerous to count. The earth is full of your creatures,
living things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the necessities of this life.
Send your fresh Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different languages
proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy
Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. Hear
those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this day.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts we have received from you. Renew
our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you thanks
for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints (especially). Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first,
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our
love of God.

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE.

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.
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Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below:

(=1

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set

up.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus
encounters people and their lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place.
Thank you for your generosity.

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ. Amen

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*The Great Thanksqiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

13
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
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world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil.
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat, and be satisfied.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
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*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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*Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling“ Hymn#582

1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
in the holiest realms of light;
Holy Spirit, ever brooding
o'er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising
those of earth to thrones on high;
living, life-imparting Spirit,
you we praise and magnify.

2 Holy Spirit, ever living

as the church's very life;

Holy Spirit, ever striving

through us in a ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming

in the church the mind of Christ:
you we praise with endless worship
for your gifts and fruits unpriced.

3 Holy Spirit, ever working
through the church's ministry;
quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving,
setting captive sinners free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding
age to age and soul to soul
in communion never ending,
you we worship and extol.

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.
*Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. We Will

Postlude “Allegretto” by Franz Joseph Haydn
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