
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his 
followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his 
followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement 
or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is 
the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prelude “Song Without Words” by Henry Kihlken  
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Gathering Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Hymn#843 

 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 
 from this well comes living water 
 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  
 praise the One who makes us one. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of 
Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may 
find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
 
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby one 
of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill 
the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 1st chapter. 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one 
of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   Psalm 1  
 
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law | of the L���, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that 
| do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6For the L��� knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  
 
The Second Lesson   1 John 5:9-13  
 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son 
of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
 
A reading from St. John’s first letter, the 5th chapter. 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: 
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   John 17:6-19  
 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his 
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 
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A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given 
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost 
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am 
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking 
you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for 
their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” Hymn#657 vs. 2-4 
 
2 Rouse our hearts from slumber deep; 

may your word within us leap. 
Give us voices to proclaim 
praises to your holy name. 
Have mercy, Lord. 
 

3 Gather in your scattered flock; 
give us water from the rock. 
Bless the unity we share 
in our shepherd's loving care.  
Have mercy, Lord. 
 

4 Burst the bars of stubborn pride; 
make the heav'nly pathway wide. 
Raise us up from sin and death 
with your Spirit's living breath. 
Have mercy, Lord. 

 
Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958 
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
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*Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 
PRESENTATION 
The candidate for baptism, sponsor, and parents gather with the minister at the font.  
 
P:  In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by 
water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the 
body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 
 
The sponsors present the candidate. 
 
We present Sadie Jane Chervenyak for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the parents who bring for baptism their child who is not able 
to answer for herself: 
 
As you bring Sadie to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that she may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Sadie grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Sadie in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Sadie and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The presiding minister addresses the child’s parents and sponsors.  The assembly may join in 
the responses. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel 
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 
Response:  
 
I renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
At the font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  . 
 
Sadie Jane Chervenyak, I baptize you in the name of the Father, (water is poured on the 
candidate’s head.) 
 
and of the Son, (water is poured on the candidate’s head a second time.) 
 
 
and of the Holy Spirit. (water is poured on the candidate’s head a third time.) 
Amen. 
 
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your child new 
birth, cleanse her from sin, and raise her to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
 
Sustain Sadie with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil 
prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 
 
Sadie Chervenyak, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized as a representative of the congregation 
says: 
 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
 
The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 
leads the assembly in the welcome. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
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We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  We respond to 
Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming 
word to all the world. 
 
The congregation may show a sign of its welcome to the newly baptized.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Hear Us Oh God,. C: Your mercy is great. 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word 
and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to testify to 
your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with life, 
forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this 
world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of water. 
Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. Strengthen them, so 
that the people they serve will have abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, rejected, or 
sick. Grant healing and love to all in need.  Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting one 
another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep us from 
being envious of others with different gifts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the witness of 
those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the memory of 
your saints.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
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            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and 
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “On Our Way, Rejoicing “ Hymn#537 
 
1 On our way rejoicing 
 gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; 
 vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ without, our safety; 
 Christ within, our joy; 
 who, if we be faithful, 
 can our hope destroy? 
 
Refrain 
 On our way rejoicing; 
 as we forward move, 
 hearken to our praises, 
 O blest God of love! 
 
2 Unto God the Father 
 joyful songs we sing; 
 unto God the Savior 
 thankful hearts we bring; 
 unto God the Spirit 
 bow we and adore, 
 on our way rejoicing 
 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  We Will 
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Postlude “Menuetto” by Franz Joseph Haydn  
  arr. by John Scriveyner  


