
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding 
described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living 
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, 
Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 
Prelude “Poeme”  Ludwig Van Beethoven  
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Gathering Hymn “We Know that Christ is Raised” Hymn#449 vs. 2-4 

 
2 We share by water in his saving death. 
 Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 
 as living members of our Savior Christ. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
 The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 
 Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
4 A new creation comes to life and grows 
 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
 The universe restored and whole will sing: 
 Hallelujah! 
 
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 
Text © John B. Geyer 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  

May 2, 2021 
5th Sunday of Easter 



 

2 

 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   Acts 8:26-40  
 
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home 
after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to 
him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 8th chapter. 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in 
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
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  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 22:25-31  
 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the L"#$. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the L��� give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the L"#$; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
 28For dominion belongs | to the L���, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations.  
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the L"#$. 
 30Their descendants shall | serve the L���, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | L"#$ has acted!”  
 
The Second Lesson   1 John 4:7-21  
 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we 
have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to 
be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 
 
A reading from St. John’s first letter, the 4th chapter. 
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So 
we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
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  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 
as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We 
love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who 
love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   John 15:1-8  
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have 
with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do 
nothing. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to You Oh Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
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*Hymn of the Day “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song ” Hymn#403 
 
1 Like the murmur of the dove's song, 
 like the challenge of her flight, 
 like the vigor of the wind's rush, 
 like the new flame's eager might: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
2 To the members of Christ's body, 
 to the branches of the vine, 
 to the church in faith assembled, 
 to our midst as gift and sign: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
3 With the healing of division, 
 with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
 with the power to love and witness, 
 with the peace beyond compare: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 
PRESENTATION 
The candidate for baptism, sponsor, and parents gather with the minister at the font.  
 
P:  In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by 
water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the 
body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 
 
The sponsor presents the candidate. 
 
I present Maya Clements for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate who is able to answer for herself: 
 
Maya Clements, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
be baptized into Christ? 
 
The candidate responds: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Maya  and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
We do. 
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The assembly stands. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate for baptism . The assembly may join in the 
responses. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel 
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 
Response:  
 
I renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate and the assembly. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
At the font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel 
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 
sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  . 
 
Maya Clements, I baptize you in the name of the Father, (water is poured on the candidate’s 
head.) 
 
and of the Son, (water is poured on the candidate’s head a second time.) 
 
 
and of the Holy Spirit. (water is poured on the candidate’s head a third time.) 
Amen. 
 
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your child new 
birth, cleanse her from sin, and raise her to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
 
Sustain Maya with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil 
prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 
 
Maya Clements, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
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WELCOME 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized as a representative of the congregation 
says: 
 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
 
The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 
leads the assembly in the welcome. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  We respond to 
Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
Join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
The congregation may show a sign of its welcome to the newly baptized.  
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Loving God, we are thankful for the gift of your son Jesus Christ. We pray for your Christian 
churches, missionaries, and all Christians across the world sharing and spreading Jesus’s 
gospel message. This is what it means to go into the wilderness with your good news. Here at 
St. Stephen we give thanks for each of every member of this fellowship of believers. Please 
continue to direct our steps, our actions, and our words as a congregation so that we are 
focused on touching the lives of others with the light and love of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy… 
hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, we are constantly in awe of your creation. Open our eyes to the beauty and 
wonder that surrounds us every day. In today’s readings we heard the word “abide” numerous 
times. May we abide in your creation and be good stewards of nature, taking care of the earth 
in our daily lives and habits. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, we pray for peace and love to overtake the hate and ugliness in our world. We 
know there is no fear in your love. Send wisdom to world leaders, to politicians, to community 
leaders, to all those holding positions of authority. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we pray for all people affected by poverty, sickness and oppression. Lead them to 
healing and comfort. Help us to see the image of God in everyone, all brothers and sisters. Lord 
we continue to pray for all the helpers who are touching lives and helping our world battle 
COVID-19. Thank you for the gifts, talents and knowledge of doctors and medical workers, 
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scientists and researchers, and all workers who continue to keep our daily lives on track from 
emergency workers to teachers and parents, truck drivers and grocery store workers. 
Strengthen them to continue to do their important work. Lord, in your mercy… hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of grace, please be with all those facing unemployment, lost jobs and businesses. 
Comfort them and renew their hope for the future. Lead their footsteps on new paths toward 
new opportunities. And may we always strive to be spiritually wealthy with our eyes and hearts 
and minds fixed on Jesus. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for everyone affected by disasters and tragedies across the world. We 
pray for all those affected by hunger, and all those whose work touches our food and supply 
chains, from farmers to food bank workers. Just as their work nourishes our physical bodies, 
Lord help us to nourish those around us in a spiritual way by serving as the branches growing 
off the one true vine, Jesus. Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
God we pray for all the disciples of St. Stephen, and we rejoice in today’s baptism. We 
remember and pray for all friends, family and community members who are hospitalized, 
battling cancer as well as COVID-19, and other life-changing diseases of mind, body and spirit. 
Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 
 
Here, other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 
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Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
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            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and 
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  

*Sending Hymn “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing “ Hymn#389 vs. 2-4 
 
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 
 but saving, healing, here and now, 
 and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 
3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 
 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  
 and find the way, the life, the truth, 
 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 

 
*Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Finale” by Franz Joseph Haydn  
  arr. by Rick Parks 


