
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 
shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the 
example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
 
Our Mission 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 
Prelude “Air Tendre”  by Donald Lee Moore  
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 
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*Gathering Hymn “The Lord’s My Shepherd” Hymn#778 
 

1 The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. 
 he makes me down to lie 
 in pastures green; he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 He leadeth me, he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 
2 My soul he doth restore again, 
 and me to walk doth make 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake; 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake. 
 
3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
 yet will I fear no ill; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 
 and staff me comfort still; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 
 and staff me comfort still. 
 
4 My table thou hast richly spread 
 in presence of my foes; 
 my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 
5 Goodness and mercy all my life 
 shall surely follow me, 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be; 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be. 
 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit b0e with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   Acts 4:5-12  
 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news 
of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that 
he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 4th chapter 
 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to 
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus 
is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 23 
 
 1The L"#$| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The L��� makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O L"#$, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | L��� forever.  
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The Second Lesson   1 John 3:16-24  
 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 
love we fulfill God’s commandments. 
 
A reading from St. John’s first letter, the 3rd chapter. 
 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide 
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   John 10:11-18  
 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
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shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You oh Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Have No Fear, Little Flock ” Hymn#764 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Have no fear, little flock; 
 have no fear, little flock, 
 for the Father has chosen 
 to give you the kingdom; 
 have no fear, little flock! 
 
2 Have good cheer, little flock; 
 have good cheer, little flock, 
 for the Father will keep you 
 in his love forever; 
 have good cheer, little flock! 
 
3 Praise the Lord high above; 
 praise the Lord high above, 
 for he stoops down to heal you, 
 uplift and restore you; 
 praise the Lord high above! 
 
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Nicene Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
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 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Hear Us, Oh God,. C: Your mercy is great. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Heavenly Father, gracious and good Shepherd, we pray for Your fellowship of believers.  Help 
the people of Your church universal to not just talk about love; help Your people practice real 
love -- Your love.  Help us see that our loving acts in Your name are the only ways we know 
that we are truly living in Your reality.  Help us, Your often divided followers, to come together 
in this fundamental truth.   
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 Holy Creator, You blessed this earth and gave us, Your people, the responsibility to 
care for its magnificent complexity.   We thank You for these gifts and for this divine tasking.  
We ask that You help us to see that loving You means not only caring for each other but also 
caring for all of creation -- from the least to the greatest.   
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 Father of all, over and over again, humanity's lack of love, its lack of grace, and its 
blindness to that which You envision divide us into groups of powerful and powerless, into 
groups of rich and poor, into groups of loved and unloved.  We beg your forgiveness and ask 
that you open our eyes.  Heal our lack of vision; heal our brokenness and reconcile us to Your 
Oneness.  In a new vision, help us strive for peace and justice, and work through enlightened 
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leaders for cooperation among communities, states, and nations throughout the world. 
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 Loving God, You see those among us who are poor in body, poor in spirit, sick, 
bereaved, or lonely -- unable to see hope-filled futures.  Help them not see themselves as 
forever lost sheep.  Through us and other caregivers, lift their spirits, feed their hunger, provide 
them with healthy shelter, and renew in them a sense of hope. 
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 O God, You sent Your Son to us to suffer unbearable, death-inducing pain as a 
sacrifice for humanity's sins.  You raised Him again to show us Your promise of eternal life.   
Help us understand that the rejection of Jesus and His resurrection were the fulfillment of Your 
saving plan.  Living in that promise, we ask that you send relief to all who suffer in body, mind, 
or spirit.  As you see fit and as you enable us, show us ways to be your hands in easing their 
anguish, and guide us in those endeavors. 
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 God of Heaven, we ask that you continue to lead this congregation in fellowship with 
congregations around us to serve in Your name.  When we see the church as this building, 
remind us again and again that in doing so, we sinfully seek to follow a god that we made 
rather than follow You who made us to serve outside this building.  Forgive us and renew us.  
Help us, filled with the Holy Spirit and working beyond these walls, to dare to do what we could 
never accomplish on our own strength and insight.  Open our hearts in using our resources to 
benefit all creation.  
Hear us, Oh God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 
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Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
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world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 

            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and 
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
*Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Savior, like a Shepherd Lad Us“ Hymn#789, vs. 1,3,4 
 
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
 much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
 for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 
3 You have promised to receive us, 
 poor and sinful though we be; 
 you have mercy to relieve us, 
 grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 early let us turn to you. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 early let us turn to you. 
 
4 Early let us seek your favor, 
 early let us do your will; 
 blessed Lord and only Savior, 
 with your love our spirits fill. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 
 
Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Come, Let us Sing” by David Paxton  


