
The Gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food 
with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In 
today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his 
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday 
worship. 
 
Prelude “Ye Sons and Daughters”  by Janis Dunson Wilson 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  
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*Gathering Hymn “With High Delight Let us Unite” Hymn#368 
 

1 With high delight let us unite 
 in songs of sweet jubilation. 
 You pure in heart, all bear your part, 
 sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 
 To set us free forever, he 
 is ris’n and sends to all earth’s ends 
 good news to save ev’ry nation. 
 
2 True God, he first from death has burst 
 forth into life, all subduing. 
 His enemy now vanquished see; 
 his death has been death’s undoing. 
 “And yours shall be like victory 
 o’er death and grave,” says he, who gave 
 his life for us, life renewing. 
 
3 Let praises ring; give thanks, and bring 
 to Christ our Lord adoration. 
 His honor speed by word and deed 
 to ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 
 So shall his love give us above, 
 from misery and death set free, 
 all joy and full consolation. 
 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536-1599; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976, alt. 
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit b0e with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen.  
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
The First Lesson   Acts 3:12-19  
 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s 
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 3rd chapter 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you 
see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 4 
 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 
 3Know that the L,-. does wonders | for the faithful; 
  the L,-. will hear me | when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. 
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 
  and put your trust | in the L,-.. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O L���. 
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 
  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O L���, make me | rest secure.  
 
The Second Lesson   1 John 3:1-7  
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God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full 
details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to 
take away our sins. 
 
A reading from St. John’s first letter, the 3rd chapter. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Reading   Luke 24:36b-48  
 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples 
to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them 
on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; 
see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While 
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
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that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You o Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Reverend Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Lord, You Give the Great Commission ” Hymn#579 vs. 1,2,4 
 
1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 
Refrain 
 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
2 Lord, you call us to your service: 
 "In my name baptize and teach." 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervor, draw us 
 closer in community:  Refrain 
 
4 Lord, you show us love's true measure: 
 "Father, what they do, forgive." 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure 
 all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us 
 to a just society:  Refrain 
 
Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934 
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Nicene Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
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 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy,. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Spirit of the universe, we seek to follow your Way. Help us to hear you through scripture, 
prayer, and attention to your messages. Inspire and equip us to be faithful disciples in sharing 
your Word with a world thirsty for its message; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of creation, you formed the earth, the sky, and the seas. You placed us as your children 
in this world. Remind us that we are called to be caretakers of this planet. When we place 
greed or convenience ahead of thoughtful choices, redirect us so that this world might flourish 
instead of suffer; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of justice, daily we can see examples of chaos and lawlessness. It is easier for us to 
assign blame than accept our own flawed natures. Forgive our sins and help us to rebuild 
relationships, developing trust in your name; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Spirit of comfort, you walk alongside those who need you. Teach us to follow your example for 
our neighbors who face poverty, oppression, illness, grief, and loneliness. Empower us, when 
needed, to go beyond being caring supports to challenge those systems that keep people 
enslaved; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of light, shine your light on those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Remind that that 
they, too, are children of God, made in your image. We pray for comfort and healing for Bill and 
Lela.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of All, be with this congregation as we seek to serve You. Thank you for the leadership of 
the synod’s R3 program and the careful discernment of our church members. As we move from 
ideas to action, continue to journey with us, guiding us with your vision and filling us with 
excitement at all you have called us to do in your name; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
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The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
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            Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and 
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Thine is the Glory“ Hymn#376 
 
1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served  

 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” by Iteke Prins  


