
 

 

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will 
allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who 
draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us 
to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together 
in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with 
all the world. 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude “A Lenten Psalm” by Craig A. Penfield  
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 
love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild what we 
have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing flood.  Make us 
alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you 
so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace:  by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 
more.  Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn “Now the Green Blade Rises” Hymn#379, vs 1,2,4 
 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
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2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958 
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

The First Lesson   Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant 
established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with 
the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts. 
 
A reading from the prophet, Jeremiah, the 31st chapter. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the L���, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the L���. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the L���: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the L���,” for they shall all 
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know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the L���; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 51:1-12  
 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  
 
The Second Lesson   Hebrews 5:5-10  
 
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ 
lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal 
salvation. 
 
A reading from the epistle to the Hebrews, the 5th chapter. 
 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 
to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
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tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 
9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel   John 12:20-33  
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ 
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a 
harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best  
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*Hymn of the Day “As the Grains of Wheat” Hymn#465 
 
Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our bread;  
 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 
 
1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  
 
2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  
 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted Under One License #A-735517 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Hear us, O God,  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
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A brief silence. 
 
You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; through 
them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, and you 
call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds; 
protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape 
communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for the 
welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your presence: 
those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or body, those who 
are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. Equip 
children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries. Give us your truth 
and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us words 
to worship you.  With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O 
God. 
 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
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Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.  
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  Praise to you for 
creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the 
flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you for leading 
your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the words 
and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.   
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
AM.  Jesus draws the whole world to Himself. 
Come and be fed  

*Post Communion Prayer 
 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made 
us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
You are what God made you to be:  created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 

beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the 
name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” Hymn#772 
 
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 to keep his statutes still! 
 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 to know and do his will! 
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2 Order my footsteps by your word 
 and make my heart sincere; 
 let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
 but keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
 a stricter watch to keep; 
 and should I e'er forget your way, 
 restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 
4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
 'tis a delightful road; 
 nor let my head or heart or hands 
 offend against my God. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
 

*Dismissal 
 
AM: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Slow movement from Voluntary I” by John Stanley  


