
 

 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God 
makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First 
Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us 
through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new 
life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude “The Saint's Delight” arranged by Dale Wood 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 
love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild what we 
have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing flood.  Make us 
alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you 
so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace:  by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 
more.  Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” Hymn#319 
 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
 you prayed and kept the fast; 
 inspire repentance for our sin, 
 and free us from our past. 
 
2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 
 your faithfulness endured; 
 lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 
 in God's eternal word. 
 
3 Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed 
 and fixed your mind above; 
 so teach us to deny ourselves 
 that we may know God's love. 
 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
 and all our earthly days, 
 that when the final Easter dawns, 
 we join in heaven's praise. 
 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the 
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   Genesis 9:8-17  
 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the 
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earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction 
gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes 
a covenant with all creatures. 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis, the 9th chapter. 
 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for 
all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 25:1-10  
 
 1To | you, O L()*, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O L���, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O L���, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O 
L()*. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O L���; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way.  
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O L()*, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
 
The Second Lesson   1 Peter 3:18-22  
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As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through 
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ. 
 
A reading from St. Peter’s First Letter, the 3rd chapter. 
 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he 
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel   Mark 1:9-15  
 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so 
that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 
in the good news.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
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Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best  
 
*Hymn of the Day “Thy Holy Wings” Hymn#613 
 
1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 
 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 
2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 
 and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn 
 and need thy tender care. 
 
3 Oh, wash me in the waters 
 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 
 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Hear us, O God,  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout 
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your 
salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures 
from destruction.  Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our 
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who 
suffer.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity 
and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of 
care and concern.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those 
who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  Praise to you for 
creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the 
flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you for leading 
your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the words 
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and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.   
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

AM.  Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed  
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you;  Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 
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Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” Hymn#326 
 
1 Bless now, O God, the journey  

that all your people make, 
the path through noise and silence,  
the way of give and take. 
The trail is found in desert  
and winds the mountain round, 
then leads beside still waters, 
the road where faith is found. 

 
2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims  

who share this winding way; 
your hope burns through the terrors,  
your love sustains the day. 
We yearn for holy freedom 
while often we are bound; 
together we are seeking  
the road where faith is found. 

 
3 Divine eternal lover,  

you meet us on the road. 
We wait for land of promise  
where milk and honey flow, 
but waiting not for places,  
you meet us all around. 
Our covenant is written  
on roads, as faith is found. 

 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 

 
*Dismissal 
  
AM: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Adagio from Voluntary VI” By ohn Stanley 
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St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 


