
 

 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of 
his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 
descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the 
same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the 
God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in 
our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 
baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude “Andante Tranquillo from Sonata III” by Felix Mendelssohn 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Holy God 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.  We turn 
inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust those who are not like us.  
We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.  Forgive 
us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  Even before the words are on 
our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.  Amen 
 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the wake 
of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and 
the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Arise, Your Light has Come” Hymn#314 
 
1 Arise, your light has come! 
 The Spirit's call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God 
 which shines on you today. 
 
2 Arise, your light has come! 
 Fling wide the prison door; 
 proclaim the captive's liberty, 
 good tidings to the poor. 
 
3 Arise, your light has come! 
 All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the brokenhearted ones 
 and comfort those who mourn. 
 
4 Arise, your light has come! 
 The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
 God's pow'r will make us strong. 
 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 



 

3 

*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson   2 Kings 2:1-12  
 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. 
Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and 
the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the 
great prophet Moses. 
 
A reading from the 2nd book of the Kings, the 2nd chapter. 
 
1Now when the L��� was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the L��� has sent me as far 
as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the L��� lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the L��� will take your master away from you?” And 
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the L��� has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the L��� lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The 
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the L��� will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the L��� has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the L��� lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 
7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as 
they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck 
the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed 
on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 
12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” 
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 50:1-6  
 
1The mighty one, God the | L���, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 
  God shines | forth in glory.  
 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 
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  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 
  for it is God | who is judge.  
 
The Second Lesson   2 Corinthians 4:3-6  
 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ 
shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, the 4th chapter. 
 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel   Mark 9:2-9  
 
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to 
Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s 
glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not 



 

7 

know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best  
 
*Hymn of the Day “How Good, Lord, to be Here” Hymn#315 vs. 1,2,5 
 
1 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Your glory fills the night; 
 your face and garments, like the sun, 
 shine with unborrowed light. 
 
2 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 your beauty to behold 
 where Moses and Elijah stand, 
 your messengers of old. 
 
5 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Yet we may not remain; 
 but since you bid us leave the mount, 
 come with us to the plain. 
 
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt. 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Almighty God, your people follow many leaders. Help us, in our quest to be faithful and 
obedient, to know which voices are grounded in you. Speak and work through the institutions of 
our synod, the ELCA, and all other Christian bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, you shine with love on this world. You created us in your image and tasked us 
look after the earth. Open our eyes that we might see the beauty around us. Fill us with a 
passion to make caring, responsible choices for our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, our nation is full of strife and division right now. Daily we see and hear people 
saying unkind and upsetting things. It is hard not to simply react. We feel separated from you. 
Still us and be that quiet voice within. Give us peace and make us instruments of sharing that 
peace with others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
God of light, from the rising of the sun to its setting, you shine forth. You bring light to the 
darkness as well. Shine on those who struggle with poverty, grief, oppression, illness, and 
loneliness, so that they might feel your love. Guide us to be beacons of hope and support to 
those in dark corners. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
God of transfiguration, you alone can turn around impossible situations. Transform all who 
suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially pray for comfort and healing for Chris.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of St Stephen, you are at work in our midst. Thank you for loving us and providing for us. 
Help us to notice you. As we gather for worship and study and service, make clear your call to 
us in this time and place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here, other intercessions may be offered 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 



 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us:  like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.  
Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with 
this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:   
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.   
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.   
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 
AM.  Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed  
*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.  Send us 
forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve 
others in your name. Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you;  Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Shine, Jesus, Shine” Hymn#671 vs. 1-2 
 
Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land 
With the Father's glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow river flow 
Flood the nations 
With grace and mercy 
Send forth Your word Lord 
And let there be light 
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Verse 1 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Verse 2 
Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me try me consume all my darkness 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
CCLI Song # 30426 
Graham Kendrick 
© 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2744887 
 

*Dismissal 
  
AM: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Allegro” by Johann Christian Kittel 
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